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Henry  More  Smith,  the  noted  inclivicliial  who  forms  the 
subject  of  this  narrative  made  his  first  appearance  among  us  in 
the  year  1812.     Previous  to  this,  we  have  no  information  con- 
cerning him.     Some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  in  this  3'ear,  | 
he  appeared  at  Windsor,  in  Nova  Scotia,  looking  for  employ* i 
ment,  and  pretended  to  have  emigrated  lately  from  England, ii 
On  being  asked  what  his  occupation  was,  he  stated  that  he  was  ■ 
a  Tailor  ;  but  could  turn  his  hand  to  any  kind  of  mechanical - 
business  or  country  employment.     He  was  decently  clothed,/ 
genteel  in  his  appearance,  and  prepossessing  in  his  manner,') 
and  seemed  to  understand  himself  very  well.  •       j 

Although  an  entire  stranger,  he  seemed  to  be  acquainted  with 
every  part  of  the  Province,  but  studiously  avoided  to  enter  into 
close  intimacy  with  any  person,  associated  with  few,  and  care* .4 
fully  concealed  all  knowledge  of  the  means  by  which  he  catne  t 
to  the  country,  and  also  of  his  origin  and  connexions,  keeping 
his  previous  life  and  history  in  entire  obscurity. 

Finding  no  better  employment,  he  engaged  in  the  service  of 
Mr.  Bond,  a  respectable  farmer  in  the  village  of  Rawden,  who 
agreed  with  him  for  a  month  on  trial,  during  which  time  he 
conducted  himseii   .vith  propriety  and  honesty;  was  industri- 
ous, careful,  and  useful,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Bond^ 
his  employer,  and  even  beyond  his  expectations.    He  was  per- 
fectly inotiensive,  gentle,  and  obliging;  used  no  intoxicating 
liquors,  refrained  from  idle  conversation  and  all  improper  lan- 
guage, and  was  apparently  free  from  every  evil  habit.     Being 
engaged  for  some  time  in  working  on  a  new  road  with  ft  com-/ 
pany  of  men,  whose  lodging  w'as  in  a  camp ;  rather  than  sub- 
ject himself  to  the  pain  of  their  loose  conversation  in  the  camp, 
he  chose  to  retire  to  some, neighbouring  barn,  as  he  pretended^., 
to  sleep  in  quiet,  and  was  always  early  at  work  in  the  morning  fr 
but  as  the  sequel  will  discover,  he  was  very  difterently  engaged. 
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A  ready  conformity  to  Mr.  Bond's  religious  principlea,  wlio 
was  a  very  religious  man  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  formed  an 
easy  yet  successful  means  for  further  ingratiating  himself  into 
the  favour  of  Mr.  Bond  and  his  family;  his  attendance  on 
morning  and  evening  prayers  was  always  marked  with  regu- 
laritv  and  seriousness ;  and  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bond,  he 
would  himself  officiate  in  the  most  solemn  and  devout  manner. 
This  well  directed  aim  ot  his  hypocrisy  secured  for  him  almost 
all  he  could  wish  or  expect  from  this  family ;  lie  not  only  ob- 
tained the  full  confidence  of  Mr.  Bond  himself,  but  gained  most 
effectually  the  affections  of  his  favourite  daughter,  who  was 
unable  to  conceal  the  strength  of  her  attachment  to  him,  and 
formed  a  resolution  to  give  her  hand  to  him  in  marriage.  Ap- 
plication was  made  to  Mr.  Bond  for  his  concurrence,  and, 
although  a  refusal  was  the  consequence,  yet  so  strong  was  the 
attachment,  and  so  firmly  were  they  determined  to  consum- 
mate their  wishes,  that  neither  the  advice,  the  entreaties,  nor 
the  remonstrances  of  her  friends,  were  of  any  avail.  She 
went  with  him  from  her  father's  house  to  Windsor,  and  under 
the  name  of  Frederick  Henry  More,  he  there  married  her  on 
the  3£th  ef  March,  1813,  her  name  having  been  Elizabeth  P. 

While  he  remained  at  Bawden,  although  he  professed  to  be 
a  Tailor,  he  did  not  pursue  his  business;  but  was  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  farming  or  country  occupations.  After  his  removal 
to  Windsor,  and  his  marriage  to  Miss  Bond,  he  entered  on  a 
new  line  of  business,  uniting  that  of  the  tailor  and  pedlar  to- 
gether. In  this  character  he  made  frequent  visits  to  Halifax, 
always  bringing  with  him  a  quantity  of  goods,  of  various  des- 
Qriptions.  At  one  time  he  was  known  to  bring  home  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money,  and  upon  being  asked  how  he  pro- 
cured it  and  all  those  articles  and  goods  he  brought  home,  he 
replied  that  a  friend  by  the  name  of  Wilson  supplied  him  with 
any  thing  he  wanted  as  a  tailor.  It  is  remarkable,  however, 
that  in  all  his  trips  to  Halifax,  he  uniformly  set  out  in  the  fore- 
noon and  returned  the  next  morning.  A  certain  gentlemaHy 
speaking  of  him  as  a  tailor,  remarked  that  he  could  cut  very 
well  and  make  up  any  article  of  clothing  in  a  superior  manner^ 
In  fact,  bis  genius  was  extraordinary,  and  he  could  execute  any 
thing  well  that  he  turned  bis  attention  to.  A  youn^  man  hav- 
ing applied  to  him  for  a  new  coat,  he  accordingly  took  his 
measure,  and  promised  to  bring  the  cloth  with  him  the  first 
time  he  went  to  Halifax.    Very  soon  after,  he  made  his  journey 
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to  Halifax,  and  on  his  return,  happening  to  meet  with  the 
young  man,  he  showed  him,  from  his  portmanteau,  the  cloth, 
which  was  of  a  superior  quality,  and  promised  to  have  it  made 
up  on  a  certain  day,  which  he  punctually  performed  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  employer,  who  paid  him  his  price  and 
carried  off  the  coat. 

About  this  time  a  number  of  unaccountable  and  mysterious 
thefts  were  committed  in  Ilalifux.  Articles  of  plate  were 
missing  from  gentlemen's  houses;  silver  watches  and  many 
other  valuable  articles  were  taken  from  Silversmith's  shops, 
and  all  done  in  so  mysterious  a  manner,  that  no  marks  of  tne 
robber's  hands  were  to  be  seen.  Three  volumes  of  late  acts  of 
Parliament,  relating  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  were  missing 
from  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  Strange  about  the  same  time ; 
he  offered  a  reward  of  three  guineas  to  any  person  who  would 
restore  them,  with  an  assurance  that  no  questions  should  be 
asked.  In  a  few  days  after,  Mr.  More  produced  the  volumes, 
which  he  said  he  had  purchased  from  a  stranger,  and  received 
the  three  guineas  reward  without  having  to  answer  any  en- 
quiries. This  affair  laid  the  foundation  tor  strong  suspicions 
that  Mr.  More  must  have  been  the  individual  who  committed 
those  secret  and  mvsterious  thefts  which  produced  so  much 
astonishment  in  various  quarters;  and  just  at  this  crisis,  these 
suspicions  received  not  only  strong  corroboration,  but  were 
decidedly  confirmed  by  the  following  remarkable  fact.  While 
the  young  man  whom  ho  had  furnished  with  the  new  coat,  as 
was  previously  noticed,  was  passing  through  the  streets  of 
Halifax  with  the  coat  on  his  back,  he  was  arrested  by  a  gentle- 
man who  clainied  the  coat  as  his  own,  affirming  that  it  had  been 
stolen  from  him  some  time  since.  This  singular  affair,  which 
to  the  young  man  was  extremely  mortifying  and  afflictive, 
threw  immediate  light  upon  all  those  secret  and  unaccountable 
robberies.  A  special  warrant  was  immediately  issued  for  the 
apprehension  of  More ;  however,  before  the  warrant  reached 
Rawden,  he  had  made  his  escape,  and  was  next  heard  of  as 
travelling  on  horseback,  with  a  portmanteau  well  filled  with 
articles  which  he  offered  for  sale,  as  he  proceeded  on  his  way 
by  the  River  Philip ;  and  early  in  the  month  of  July,  1814,  he 
made  his  appearance  in  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  by  the 
name  of  Hbkby  Mobib  Smith.  He  did  not,  however^  enter  the 
City  with  his  horse,  but  put  him  up,  ahd  took  lodgings  attiie 
house  Of  one  Mr.  Btackhouse,  who  resided  in  a  bye-place  with* 
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in  a  mile  of  tlio  City,  and  came  into  the  town  upon  foot.  Ho 
found  means  to  become  acquainted  with  theotHcePfj  of  the  09th 
Regiment,  who,  finding  liim  something  of  a  miiitary  character, 
and  well  acquainted  with  horaemanship,  showed  liim  the  stud 
of  horses  belonging  to  the  regiment.  Smith,  I'crceiving  that 
the  pair  of  horses  uhicli  the  Colonel  drove  in  hi:^  carriage  did 
not  match,  they  being  of  different  colours,  and  one  of  them 
black,  observed  to  the  Colonel,  that  he  knew  of  an  excellent 
black  horse  iu  Cumberland,  that  would  match  his  black  one 
perfectly.  The  Colonel  replied,  that  if  he  were  ns  good  as  his 
own,  he  would  give  fifty  pounds  for  him.  Smith  then  proposed, 
that  if  he,  the  Colonel,  would  advance  him  fifteen  pounds,  he 
would  leave  his  own  ,hor^e  in  pledge,  and  take  his  passage  in  a 
sloop  bound  for  Cumberland,  and  bring  him  the  black  horse. 
.To  this  the  Colonel  readily  consented,  and  paid  him  down  the 
■fifteen  pounds.  This  opened  the  wa^'  to  Smith  for  a  most  flat- 
tering speculation  ;  he  had  observed  a  valuable  mare  feeding  on 
the  marsh  contiguous  to  the  place  where  ho  had  taken  his  lodg- 
ings, and  cast  his  eye  upon  a  fine  saddle  and  bridle  belonging 
to  Major  King,  which  he  could  put  his  hand  on  iutlio  night. 
With  these  facilities  in  view.  Smith  entered  on  his  scheme  ;  he 
put  himself  in  possession  of  the  saddle  and  bridle^  determined 
tx)  steal  the  mare  he  saw  feeding  on  the  m^rsh,  ride  her  to  Nova 
Scotia,  audthere  sell  her;  then  steal  the  black  horse  from  Cum- 
berland, bring  him  to  the  Colonel,  receive  his  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  without  loss  of  time  transport  himself  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States. '^w'/  >;/%;j   .. 

This  scheme,  so  deeply  laid,  efnd  so  well  concerted;  failed, 
howevei*,  of  executioii,  and  pioved  the  means  of  his  future 
apprehension.  Already  in  possession  of  saddle  and  bridle,  he 
sp6nt:most  of  the  night  in  fruitless  efforts  to  take  the  nlare, 
which  was  running  at  large  in  the  pasture,  Abandoning  this 
part  of  his  plan  as  hopeless,  and  turning  his  horse-stealing 
geliius  in  a  different  direction,  he  recollected  to  have  seen;  a 
fine  horse  feeding  in  a  field  near  the  highway  as  he  passed 
through  the  Parish  of  NortoUj,  about  thirty  miles  on^  on  his 
journej'.  Upon  this  fresh  scheme,  he  set  off  on  foot, with  the 
.  fidle  4nd  saxidle  in  the  form  of  a  pack  on  his'  back^  pasfsing 
*along  all: the  sticceedlng  day  in  the  character  of  a  pedlef. 
Night  came  on,  and  put-  him  in  possession  of  a  fine  black  horse, 
which  he  won n ted  and  rode  on  in*  prosecution  of  his  desigii, 
which  he  looked  upon  now  as  already  accomplished     But  with 
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;a\ll  the  certainty  of  success,  his  object  proved  a  failure,  and  that 
through  means  which  all  his  vigilance  could  neither  foresee  nor 
prevent.     From  the  want  of  sleep  the  preceding  night,  and  the 
fatigue  of  travelling  in  the  day,  he  became  drowsy  and  exhaust- 
ed, and  stopped  in  a  barn  beloneing  to  William  Fairweather,  at 
the  bridge  that  crosses  the  Millstreara,  to  take  a  short  sleep, 
and  start  again  in  the  night,  su  as  to  puss  the  village  before 
daylight.     But,  as  fate  would  have  it,  he  overslept;  and  his 
horse  was  discovered  on  the  barn  floor  in  the  morning,  and  he 
was  seen  crossing  the  bridge  by  daylight.     Had  he  succeeded 
in  crossing  in  the  night,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  car- 
ried out  his  desifjn  ;  for  it  was  not  till  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  that  Mr.  luiox  the  owner  of  the  horse,  missed  him  from 
the  pastui'e.     Pursuit  was  immediately  made  in  quest  of  the 
'horse,  and  the  circumstance  of  the  robber  having  put  him  up 
at  the  barn  proved  the  means  of  restoring  the  horse  to  hm 
owner,  and  committing  the  robber  to  custody ;  for  there,  at  Mr. 
FiiirNveather's,  information  was  given  which  directed  the  pur- 
siiii  in  the  direct  tragk.     Mr.  Knox,  through  means  of  obtain- 
ing fresh  horses  on  the  way,  pursued  him,  without  loss  of  time, 
thro!:gh  the  Province  of  Kova  Scotia,  as  far  as  Pictou,  a  dis- 
tance of  ope  hundred  and  seventy  miles,  which  the  thief  had 
performed  with  the  stolen  horse  in  the  space  of  three  days. 
There,  on  the  24th  July,  the  horse  having  been  stolon  on  tlie 
2!0th,  Mr.  Kuox  had  him  apprehended  by  the  Deputy  Sheriff, 
John  parsons,  Esq.,  and  taken  before  the  County  Justices  in 
Court  then  sitting.    Besides  the  horse,  there  were  a  watch  and 
fifteen  gnineas.  found  with  the  prisoner;  and  a  warrant  was 
issued  by  the  Court  for  his  conveyance  through  the  several 
Counties  to  the  gaol  of  King's  County,  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  ^here  to  take  his  trial.     Mr.  Knox  states  thati  he, 
the. prisoner,  assumed  different  names,  and  committed  several 
TobbeHes  by  the  way;  that  a  watch  and  a  piece  of  Indian  cot- 
ton were  found  with  him  and  returned  to  the  owners;  that  on 
the  way  to  Kingston  ffaol  be  made  several  attempts  to  escape 
fron)  the  Sheriff,  and  that  but  for  his  own  vigilance  he  never 
would  hare  been  able  to." re?ich  the  prison  with  him,  observing 
at  the  $a?ne  ^t^me^  that  unless  he  we,r^  well  taken  care  of  and 
secured, 'he  wpuld  certainlymake  his  escape.    He  was  received 
into  pi^igou  for.examihation  on  the  warraiit  of  cqnveyance  with- 
out a  re^cular  commitment. 
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The  prisoner  had  rode  all  day  in  the  rain,  and  having  had  no 
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opportunity  of  changing  his  clothes,  which  by  this  time  had 

become  very  wet,  it  was  thought  necessary,  lest  he  should 

sustain  injury,  to  put  him  into  the  debtors'  room,  handcuffed, 

where  he  could  have  an  opportunity  of  warming  and  drying 

himself  at  the  fire ;  the  stove  having  been  out  of  repair  in  the 

criminal's  room*    The  day  following  he  was  removed  into  the 

criminal's  room,  where  irons  were  considered  unnecessary; 

and,  as  he  appeared  quite  peaceable,  his  handcuffs  were  taken 

off,  and  being  furnished  with  a  comfortable  berth,  he  seemed 

reconciled  to  his  situation. 

On  the  ISth  of  August  I  received  the  following  letter  from 

the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court: — 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Knox  has  left  with  me  the  examination,  etc.,  relating  to  More 
•  Smith,  the  horse  stealer,  now  in  yoor  jail ;  these  are  all  taken  in  thu  PfoTince  of 
JNofa  Sootia^  befiore  Magpstrates  there,  and  1  woald  reoommend  that  be  be  brought 
up  before  the  Magistrates  in  your  County,  and  examined*  and  the  examinatiOD 
committed  to  writing.  1  do  not  know  nnaer  what  warrant  ho  is  io  your  custody  ; 
but  I  think  it  would  b»  as  well  for  the  same  Magistrates  to  make  out  a  Mitimoa 
after  the  examination,  as  It  would  be  UM^re  aooordmg  to  form. 

1  remain,  dear  sir,  yours, 

WARD  CHIPMAN. 

After  proper  notice,  Jud^e  Pickett,  Mr.  Justice  Ketchum, 
and  Mr.  Knox,  all  attended  iiis  examination ;  in  the  course  of 
which,  he  said  his  name  was  Hpnry  More  Smith,  twentv  years 
of  age,  came  from  England  on  account  of  the  war^  had  been  in 
America  about  a  year  and  §  half,  that  he  was  born  in  Brighton, 
that  his  father  and  motlier  were  living  there  now,  and  that  he 
expected  them  out  to  Halifax  the  ensuing  Spring;  that  he 
j^urchased  a  farm  for  them  on  the  River  Philip,  and  had  written 
tor  them  to  come.  He  also  stated  that  he  came  to  St  John  on 
business,  where  he  fell  in  with  Colonel  Daniel,  of  the  99th 
Begiment,  who  proposed  to  give  him  two  hundred  dollars  if  he 
would  bring  him  a  black  horse,  within  a  fortnight,  that  would 
span  with  his  own  of  the  same  color,  that  he  told  the  Colonel 
he  knew  one  that  would  match  his  perfectly,  and  that  if  he 
would  lend  him  fifteen  £;uineas,  he  would  leave  his  own  mare 
in  pledge  until  he  woulif  bring  the  horse,  as  he  knew  there  was 
a  vessel  then  in  St.  John,  l^und  to  Cumberland,  where  the 
horse  was.  To  this  proposal  he  said  the  Colonel  agreed,  and 
haying  received  the  money  and  left  the  mare,  went  to  his  lodg- 
ings ;l)ut  before  he  could  return,  the  vessel  had  left  him ;  and 
haying  no  other  cpnT^yaiicebjr  water,  he  w^  obliged  to  set  out 
otifoot;  end  having  a  long  journey  ^to  tray$)]^and  but  ajiort 
time  to  pert^p^riqa  it  m,  h^  tir^i^^Ued  %irnight,  and  at  daylight 
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was  overtaken  by  a  stranger  with  a  large  horse  and  a  small 
mare,  which  he  offered  for  sale,  and  that  he  being  weary  with 
walking  all  night,  offered  him  ten  pounds  for  the  mare,  which 
he  accepted.  That  they  continued  their  journey  some  time^ 
and  began  to  find  out  that  the  mare  would  not  auswei  his  pur- 
pose ;  the  horse  being  a  good-looking  one,  which  he  might  sell 
again  for  the  money,  he  bantered  the  stranger  for  a  swap,  which 
was  effected  by  giving  the  mare  and  fifteen  pounds  in  exchange 
for  the  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle.  Ue  then  produced  a  receipt 
which  he  said  the  stranger  gave  him,  to  the  following  effect : — 

Receited.  Jaly  SOth,  1814,  of  Henry  More  Snith,  fifteen  pounds,  in  swap  of  a 
horse  between  a  small  mare  and  a  large  horse.  1  let  him  have,  with  a  star,  six  or 
seven  years  old.  JAMES  CHURMAN. 

He  then  stated  that  he  proceeded  on  to  Cumberland,  and 
bargained  for  the  black  horse  which  was  the  object  of  his  pur- 
suit ;  and  not  having  money  enough  to  pay  for  him,  without 
selling  the  one  he  rode,  and  hearing  that  Captain  Dixon,  of 
Truro,  wanted  to  purchase  such  a  horse,  and  finding  that  he, 
Captain  Dixon,  had  gone  on  to  Picton,  forty  miles  further,  to 
attend  Court,  he  was  obliged  to  follow  him  with  all  speed.  That 
the  next  day  being  Sunday,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  till  Monday 
to  sell  his  horse,  and  was  there  apprehended  by  Mr.  Knox,  and 
charged  with  stealing  his  horse ;  that  he  was  taken  before  the 
Court,  and  had  all  his  money,  his  watch,  and  his  horse,  taken 
from  him,  and  was  sent  back  to  King's  County  gaol  to  take  his 
trial ;  and  complained,  that  as  he  was  an  entire  stranger,  and 
had  no  one  to  speak  for  him,  unless  the  man  were  taken  who 
sold  him  the  horse,  his  case  might  be  desperate,  for  he  had 
neither  friends  nor  money,  nor  any  one  who  knew  him  to  take 
his  part.  He  complained  also  of  having  been  badly  used  by 
Mr.  Knox  on  the  way. 

Havine  been  aiked  by  Mr.  Knox,  in  the  course  of  his  exami- 
nation what  occupation  he  followed  in  the  country,  he  replied, 
"  No  one  in  particular.*'  Mr.  Knox  then  hastily  asked  him  how 
he  got  his  living.  He  replied,  with  great  firmness  and  self- 
possession,  **  By  my  honesty,  Sir.'' — After  this  examination,  a 
regular  commitment  was  made  out,  and  he  returned  to  prison. 
He  submitted  to  his  <^onfinement  without  a  murmur,  and  with 
much  seeming  resignation  ;  but  complained  of  a  severe  pain  in 
148  side,  occasioneaby  oold  h^  had  received.  He  seemed  anzi- 
I  ops  jfor  an  opportunity  to  send  for  his  nprtmanteau,  which  he 
sfiid  he  had  left  with  apm^  otheir  artiQleB  in  the.  care  of  Mr. 
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Stackhouse  near  St.  John.  The  portmanteau,  he  said,  con- 
tained his  clothes,  which  he  would  be  obliged  to  sell  to  raise 
money  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  necessaries  and  engaging 
a  lawyer,  repeating  again,  that,  as  he  was  a  stranger  and  had  no 
Iriends  to  help  him,  there  would  be  but  little  chance  for  him, 
though  innocent,  except  the  thief  who  stole  the  horse  were  taken 
and  brought  to  justice. 

It  so  happened,  on  the  day  following,  that  I  had  occasion  to 
go  to  the  City  of  Saint  John  in  company  with  Dr.  Adino  Pad- 
dock, senr.,  when,  on  our  way,  he  had  occasion  to  call  at  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Golding's  tavern,  in  Hampton;  r.nd  while  placing 
our  horses  under  his  shed^  we  perceived  a  man  mountirtg  a  horse 
in  great  haste,  that  was  standing  at  the  steps  of  the  door,  who 
immediately  rode  off  with  all  possible  speed,  as  though  he  were 
in  fear  of  being  overtaken.  On  inquiring  who  he  was,  we  were 
informed  by  Mrs.  Qolding  that  he  was  a  stranger  who  had  called 
there  once  or  twice  before,  and  that  she  believed  his  name  was 
Chumau,  or'Churraan.  I  observed  to  the  Doctor,  that  that  was 
the  name  of  the  man  from  whom  the  prisoner,  Smith,  said  he 
purchased  the  horse;  upon  which  Mrs.  Golding  said  that  she 
could  ascertain  that  by  inquiring  in  the  other  room,  w'hicli  she 
was  requested  to  do,  and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

We  made  frequent  inquiries  by  the  way,  as  we  proceeded  to- 
wards St.  John,  but   could  ascertain  nothing  further  of  the 
stranger  by  that  name.    After  my  return  from  St.  John  I  in- 
iforiued  the  prisoner,  Smith,  of  what  had  happened  by  the  way  ; 
he  appeared  exceedingly  elated  with  the  idea  of  his  being  tne 
man  that  had  sold  him  the  horse,  and  said  if  he  had  money  or 
friends  he  could  have  him  taken  and  brought  to  justice,  and 
would  soon  be  restored  to  liberty  again  himself;  but  that  if  hel 
were  suffered  to  make  his  escape  out  of  the  country,  lii'sownl 
•case  would  be  deplorable  indeed,  though  he  was  innocent.     Hel 
again  reiterated  his  complaint,  that  he  was  destitute  of  moneyl 
and  friends,  in  a  strange  country,  although  an-xious  to  ettiploJ 
a  lawyer,  he  did  not  know  of  any  to  whom  he  could  apply  for 
advice.     He  was  recommended  to  Charles  J.  Petere,  Esq  ,  At-| 
torney  in  St.  John,  with  the  assurance,  that  if  there  wereanj 
possibility  in  the  case,  of  getting  him  clear,  Mr.  Peters  Wodh 
♦exert  ^himself  iii  his  behalf  mbst  faithfully.     The  "first  oppprj 
tnnity  that  offered,  he  sent  an  oriicrto  Jlr*  Stackhouse  for  hig 
portmanteau,  with  in&tructions  to  apply  fhe  proceeds  of  certaii 
AHicies,  which  he  had  left  with  him  tbr  sale,  if  disposed  of,  ij 
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retaining  Mr.  Peters  as  his  Attorney*  The  return  brought  a 
handsome  portmanteau  and  a  pair  of  boots,  leaving  a  small 
sum  in  the  hiinds  of  Mr.  Peters,  as  part  of  bis  retainer,  which 
was  to  be  increased  to  live  guineas  before  the  sitting  of  the 
Court.  This  arrangement  seemed  to  be  productive  of  much 
satisfaction  to  the  prisoner,  and  for  the  purpose  of  fulfiHing  the 
engagement  with  Mr.  Peters,  he  expressed  a  desire  to  dispose 
of  the  contents  of  his  portmanteau,  as  far  as  was  necessary  for 
making  up  the  sum.  lie  gave  me  the  key,  with  which  I  opened 
his  portmahtoau,  and  fonnd'it  well  filled  witli  various  articles  of 
valuable  clothing;  two  or  three  genteel  coats,  with  vests  and 
pantaloons,  of  the  first  quality  and  cut ;  a  superior  top-coat,  of 
the  latest  fashion,  faced  with  biacksilk;  with  silk  stockings 
and  gloves,  and  a  variety  of  books,  consisting  of  a  neat  pocket- 
Bible  and  Prayer  book,  a  London  Gazetteer,  a  Ready  Reckoner, 
and  several  other  useful  books.  He  had  also  a  night  and  day 
spy-glass  of  the  best  kind,  and  a  small  mognifying  glass  in  a 
tortoise-shell  case,  with  many  other  useful  articles.  Suspicions 
of  his  not  having  come  hofiestly  by  the  contents  of  his  port- 
manteau was  not  the  impression  that  Was  made;  but  rather 
that  he  had  been  handsomely  and  respectably  fitted  out  by  care- 
ful and  afiectionate  parents,  anxious  for  his  comfort  and  hap- 
iness,  and  that  he  was,  in  all  probability,  innocent  of  the 
harge  allcdged  against  him.  He  soon  commenced  selling  ofi' 
is  little  stock,  and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  him  a  facility, 
ersons,  wishing  to  purchase  frOm  him,  were  permitted  to  come 
o  the  wicket  door,  through  which  he  could  make  his  bargain, 
nd  dispose  of  his  things.  He  never  failed  to  endeavor  to 
xcite  the  pity  of  those  who  came  to  visit  him,  by  representing 
is  deplorable  situation,  he  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
elling  his  clothing  to  raise  the  means  of  defending  his  innO- 
ence  in  a  strange  country  from  the  unfortunate  charge  pre- 
erred  against  him.  Nor  did  he  fail  of  his  purpose,  for  many, 
Vom  pure  sympathy  for  his  unfortunate  sitnatior,  purchased 
I'om  him,  and  paid  him  liberally.  Among  those  who  came .  to 
ee  him,  ther6  was  a  young  man,  who  said  he  had  known  the 
risoner  in  St.  John,  and  profesf^ed  to  visit  him  from  motives  of 
'iendship;  he  had  access  to  him  through  the  grates  of  the 
iudow,  and  some  of  the=  glass  bein^  broken,  he  could  hold 
ee  conversation  through  the-  grates.  The  last  time  he 
me^e  carried  off  the  niglit  and  day  glass  for  debt,  which 
esaidheowfed   him  whjle  in  feaint  John:    biit  the  proba- 
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bility  rather  was  that  he  had  given  him  a  watch  in  exchaDge.l 
The  prison  was  then  kept  by  Mr.  Walter  Dibble,  a  man  ofl 
learning  and  talents,  who  for  several  years  had  been  alflictedr 
with  a  painful  disease,  so  that  lor  a  great  part  of  the  time,  hel 
was  confined  to  the  house,  and  frequentlv  to  his  room,  in  the! 
County  Court  House,  where  he  taught  a  school,  by  which  means,! 
together  with  the  fees  and  perquisities  of  the  jail  and  courti 
house,  afforded  him  a  comfortable  living  for  himself  and  family,! 
consisting  of  his  wife  and  daughter  and  one  sou  named  John,! 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  constantly  attended  hisi 
father.    It  may  be  also  necessary  to  mention,  that  Mr.  Dibblel 
was  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Masonic  Lodj^o  heldl 
at  Kingston,  and  was  in  high  esteem  among  them ;  besides  he| 
was  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a  man  of  honesty  an(' 
integrity,  and  well  worthy  to  fill  any  situation  of  responsibility 
or  trust.    I  am  induced  to  advert  to  those  particulars  of  MrJ 
Dibble's  character  because  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  many  of 
the  particulars  relative  to  th")  prisoner,  and  because,  having  had 
a  person  who  could  be  relied  on,  there  was  the  less  necessity 
for  my  visiting  the  prisoner  very  frequently,  which  did  noli 
exceea  once  in  a  week  generally,  except  upon  special  ocj 
casions. 

Shortly  after  the  commitment  of  the  prisoner  he  wa9  visited 
by  Lieutenant  Baxter,  an  officer  in  the  New  Brunswick  Regij 
ment,  then  recruiting  at  Kingston.  The  officer  proposed 
the  prisoner  to  enlist  him,  as  a  means  by  which  he  might  b^ 
released  from  his  confinement.  This  idea  he  spurned  with  coi 
tempt,  and  chose  rather  to  await  the  issue  of  his  trial,  depend! 
ing  on  his  professed  innocence  of  the  crime  for  which  he  stooif 
committed.  He  was,  however,  prevailed  on  to  write  to  hij 
Attorney  on  the  subject,  and  received  for  his  answer  that  sucf 
a  measure  was  inadmissible,  and  advised  him  to  content  himj 
self  and  await  the  issue  of  his  trial.  He  appeared  much  dis 
pleased  with  the  abruptness  of  his  Attorney's  answer,  anij 
seemed  rather  to  look  upon  this  short  and  summary  reply, 
an  indication  of  his  displeasure  with  him,  and  as  an  omei 
that  he,  his  Attorney,  would  not  interest  himself  much  in  hi| 
behalf. 

About  thi()  tip^e,  Sept  7th,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Clerj 
of  the  circuit  0ptirt  Enclosing  a  Precept  to  summon  a  Court 
Oyer  and  Tmjdaer  and  General  Goaf  Delivery^  to  be  held 
SingBton  <m  Tibesdny  the  27tfa  of  September.    On  the  approaci 
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e^cbangeAf  the  period  for  his  trial,  he  was  encouraged  by  bis  friends  to 
a  man  ofjely  with  full  confidence  on  bis  Attorney,  with  repeated  assu- 
n  ai&ictedKance.4,  that  be  would  give  bis  case  all  possible  attention ;  but 
e  time,  health  all  bis  professed  ignorance  of  the  law,  (and  this  ignorance 
am  in  tbele  bad  often  declared  with  much  apparent  simplicity),  the 
icb  means,  Jrisoner  knew  too  much  of  it  to  resign  himself  with  confidence 
and  courtlo  the  issue  of  a  cause  which  could  promise  him  nothing  but 
md  familyMonviction,  and  confirm  his  guilt.  He  therefore,  upon  his  pro- 
med  John,BBS8ed  dissatisfaction  with  his  Attorney,  appeared  to  think  no 
tended  hisBiore  about  him,  nor  to  renew  his  enquiries  concerning  him, 
Mr.  DibbleBut  set  about  a  more  summary  method  of  extricating  himset 
Lodge  beldlrom  the  power  of  the  law.  He  turned  his  attention  to  the 
besides  hePible,  and  perused  it  with  an  air  of  much  seriousness,  as  though 
onesty  andfce  concerns  of  the  unseen  world  engrossed  all  his  thoughts ; 
Bponsibilit  Je  behaved  himself,  in  every  respect,  with  becoming  propriety, 
lars  of  Mr^d  his  whole  demeanor  was  such  as  to  engage  much  interest 
his  behalf. 

About  this  time  he  discovered  symptoms  of  a  severe  cold, 

ing  troubled  with  a  hollow  sounding  cough,  and  complained 

a  pain  in  the  side,  but  still  submitted  to  his  confinement 

ithout  a  murmur  or  complaint.    He  would  frequently  advert 

the  ill  usage  which  he  said  he  had  received  by  the  way  from 

^  ^_    ctou,  after  he  was  made  prisoner,  particularly  of  a  blow  in 

iswTck  Regije  side  with  a  pistol,  given  by  Mr.  Knox,  which  felled  him  to 
proposed  tA^  ground,  as  he  expressed  it,  like  a  dead  man ;  that  when  he 
ho  might  bid  recovered  his  respiration  which  ha'd  been  for  some  time 
led  wiwi  cowspended,  he  raised  blood,  and  continued  to  raise  blood  occa- 
rrial  dependtnally  by  the  way  for  two  or  three  days ;  that  the  pain  had 
bicb  he  stooA^er  left  him  since,  and  was,  as  he  believed,  approaching  to  a 
write  to  hil^^cring  in  the  inside,  which  he  feared  would  finally  prove 
ver  that  sucljal  to  him.    He  showed  a  bruised  spot  on  his  side  which  was 
content  hiDW^llcd  and  much  discolored,  and  apparently  very  painful.    All 
•ed  much  diaj^  was  accompanied  with  loss  of  appetite  and  increased  feeble- 
answer   anflss  ^^  body  ;  but  he  still  discovered  a  remarkable  resignation 
narv  rep^J)  al^^^  ^**®*    ^^®  situation  was  such  as  to  excite  sympathy  and 
as  an  omw^^^g*  so  *^®*  ^^  endeavor  was  made  to  render  him  as  comfort- 
f  much  in  hiP®  ^s  possible,  by  keeping  his  apartment  properly  tempered 
h  heat,  and  providing  him  with  such  food  as  was  adapted  to 

pom  the  ClerM,^®^i^cy  ^^  ^*s  constitution, 
ion  a  Court  cp^^  disease,  however,  continued  to  increase,  and  his  strength 
^  be  held  Il^ecline,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  approaching  dissolution ; 
a  the  approa  J**  ^^  t^®  heufi  and  eyes,  dizziness,  w^ith  sickness  at  the 
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stomach,  frequent  rising  of  blood,  and  of  increased  painfulnoss 
of  the  contusion  on  his  side.    It  was  now  considered  high  time 
to  apply  to  a  physician,  and  on  the  11th  ot  September  sent  fori 
a  doctor,  who  examined  hie  side,  and  the  general  state  of  his 
disease,  and  gave  him  some  medicine.     On  the  12th,  appeared | 
a  little  better.     Thirteenth,  at  evening,  grew  worse.    Four- 
teenth, unable  to  walk, — very  high  fever,  with  frequent  chills  I 
of  ague.     Fitteenth,  vomiting  and  rising  blood  more  frequently. 
Sixteenth,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil  visited  him  in  the  morning, 
found  him  very  ill,  and  sent  him  toast  and  wine  and  some  other 
cordials.     Same  day  the  Doctor  attended  him  at  3  o'clock,  and 
gave  him  medicine.     At  6  o'clock,  no  better,  and  vomiting 
whatever  he  took.    Eighteenth,  appeared  still  to  grow  worse ; 
was  visited  by  Judge  Pickett  and  several  other  neighbors,  and 
being  asked  whether  he  wanted  anything,  or  what  he  coulcl| 
take,  answered  "  nothing,  except  an  orange  or  a  lemon.''     Nine- 
teenth, appeared  to  decline  very  fast ;  at  2  o'clock,  was  visited! 
by  the  Doctor,  who  said  the  man  must  be  removed  out  of  that 
room,  that  he  was  too  ill  to  be  kept  there,  and  that  it  was  of  no 
use  to  give  him  medicine  in  so  damp  a  place.     Twentieth,  in 
the  morning,  found  him  still   declining;   at  10    o'clock,  Mr. 
Thaddeus  Scribuer  and  others  went  in  to  see  him,  inspecting! 
the  room,  but  found  no  dampness  that  could  injure  even  a  sick| 
man  taking  medicine.  r>oj^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil  visited  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  intro- 
duced the  subject  of  his  approaching  end.     The  prisoner  con- 
versed freely  on  the  subject,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that] 
there  was  little  or  no  hope  of  his  recovery.     He  stated  to  Mr. 
Scovil  that  he  was  born  in  England,  that  his  parents  were  for- 
merly attached  to  the  Church  of  England,  but  had  lately  joined 
the  Methodists  ;  that  he  came  from  England  on  account  of  the! 
war,  and  that  he  expected  his  parents  to  come  to  the  countryl 
next  Spring,  which   last  circumstance  seemed  to  excite  in  himl 
strong  emotions.     Twenty-first,  the  Rev.  Mr.  S.  with  others  of 
the  neighborhood  visited  him  in  the  morning ;  no   favorablel 
symptoms.  Twenty-second,  the  prisoner  very  low  ;  violent  feverJ 
accompanied  with  chills  and  ague,    inflammation  ef  the  bowekJ 
with  evacuations  of  blood  for  the   kst  two  days,  extremities! 
cold,  and  strength  greatly  reduced,  insomuch  that  he  could  onlyl 
just  articulate  above  his  breath.     Was  understood  to  say,  tbaf 
he  should  die  for  want  of  medical  assistance,  as  the  Doctor  hac 
refused  to  attend  him  any  more  in  that  place,  and  the  Sherii 
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refused  to  remove  him.    His  situation  had  by  this  time  excited 
'eneral  sympathy  and  pity  ;  his  seeming  simplicity,  passiveness 
md  resignation,  greatly  contributing  to  produce  the  effect.    At 
|[)  o'clock,  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil  and  a  great  number  of  the  neighbors 
jame  and  sat  with  him  till  10  o'clok,  and  then  left  him  with  the 
Impression  that  he  would  not  live  till  morning.     Friday,  23rd, 
Invent  to  the  jail  early  in  the  morning,  found  the  prisoner  lying 
)U  the  floor,  naked,  and  seemingly  in  great  distress ;  said  he 
liad  fallen,  through  pain  and  weakness,  and  could   not  get  up 
[igain.     He  was  taken  up  and  carried  to  his  bed  ;  appeared  as 
Lhougli  he   would  instantly  expire :  continued  in   a  low  and 
ilmost  lifeless  state  till  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  ap- 
)eared  to  all  present  to  be  really  dying.     Rev.  Mr.  Scovil,  Mr. 
*erkins,  Mr.  G.  Raymond,  all  near  neighbors,  and  Mr.  Eddy, 
|['rom  Saint  John,  who  happened  to  be  in  Kingston  at  the  time^ 
ill  supposed  him  to  be  in  the  agoni-es  of  death.     He  fell  into  a 
jtate  of  insensibility,  and  continued  so  until  a  phial  of  hartshorn 
[vas  brought  from  an  adjoining  room,  the  application  ol  which 
geemed  to  revive  him  a  little.     After  some  time  he  recovered 
30  far  as  to  be  able  to  articulate,  and  upon  its  being  observed  to 
lim  that  he  had  had  a  fit,  he  replied  that  he  was  sensible  of  it, 
md  that  it  was  his  family  wfirmiiy,  and  that  many  of  his  connex- 
ions had  died  in  the  same  way  ;  and  further  remarked,  that  he 
lid  not  think  he  could  survive  another,  which  would  probably 
bme  upon  him  about  the  same  time  next  day  ;  that  he  was  sen- 
iible  ho  should  not  recover ;  but  that  God  would  have  him.    He 
(hen  asked  Mr,  Scovil  to  pray  with  him,  his  desire  was  complied 
rith,  and  prayer  offered  up  in  the  most  solemn  and  devout  man- 
ier ;  the  occasion  was  deeply  affecting,  and  all  departed  with 
|he  full  conviction  that  the  patient  would  not  linger  till  the 

^^^"^°g-  ^    fir 

Previous  to  this,  no  regular  watchers  had  attended  him  ;  but 

I  was  now  considered  highly  necessary  that  some  persons  should 

lit  .vith  him  till  the  morning:  and  consequently  John  Dibble 

ad  Charles  Carabreau  were  appointed  by  the  sherifi'  to  watch 

jim  through  the  night. 

The  nex  morning  the  following  letter  was  dispatched  to  Mr. 
[eters,  the  prisoner's  Attorney : — 

I  Dear  Sir  , — I  fear  we  shall  be  disappointed  in  our  ezpeotalions  of  the  trial  o^ 

be  prisoner,  More  Smith,  at  the  approaching  Coiirt,  as  I  presume  from  appear- 

bce,  he  will  be  removed  by  death  before  that  time.    He  is  dying  in  consequence 

a  blow  that  be  receiTed,'as  beaaya.  from  Mr.  Knox,  with  a  pistol,  which  be 

regularly  complained  of  since  he  baa  been  in  jail,  and  is  now  considered  past 
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recovery.  Art  it  will  be  a  matter  of  eoqairy,  and  new  to  me.  I  will  thank  yoa  to 
let  me  know  by  the  bearer  what  would  be  the  necessary  steps  for  me  to  take  ; 
and  not  fail,  as  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  his  continuing  till  mornins. 

Yours,  Ac.  WALTER  BATES. 

The  return  of  the  bearer  brought  the  following  answer : — 

St.  Joh.v,  Sept.  34rb,— Dear  Sir, — Your  favour  of  yesterday  1  received  tbis 
morning,  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  so  despondini^  an  account  of  the  unfortunate 
man  in  your  custody.  It  will  be  your  dutjr,  1  conceive  to  have  a  Coroner's  In- 
quest on  the  body,  and  then  have  it  decently  interred.  With  respect  to  the  cause 
of  the  death,  that  is  a  circumstance  which  must  resc  wholly  on  facts ;  if  any  phy- 
«ician  shall  attend  him,  let  him  be  particular  in  taking  down  in  writin|^  what  the 
man  says  in  his  last  moments,  as  to  the  circum&tances ;  and  if  a  Justice  should 
be  then  present,  it  would  noi  be  amiss. 

In  haste,  yours,  sincerely, 

Walter  Bates,  Esq.  C.J.PETERS. 

Saturday,  24th. — The  watchers  reported  that  he  had  passed  a 
very  restless  night,  and  but  just  survived  the  morning :  that  he 
complained  for  want  of  medical  assistance.    The  following  note  I 
was  then  sent  to  the  Doctor  who  had  attended  him : — 

Kingston,  Sept,  24tb,  1814  —Dear  Doctor  .—Smith,  the  prisoner,  says  that  he 
is  suffering  for  want  of  medical  assistance,  and  that  you  will  not  attend  him  un* 
less  he  is  removed  into  another  room,  whioh  cannot  be  permitted ;  he  must  take 
ills  fate  where  he  now  is,  and  if  he  dies  in  jail,  an  enquiry  will  take  place  which  | 
may  prove  to  your  disadvantage.    I  must  therefore  request  your  attention. 

I  am  truly  yours,  &c.. 

Dr.  a.  Paddock,  Jr.  WALTER  BATES. 

At  this  time  the  sympathy  and  compassion  of  the  whole  neigh- 
Ijorhood  was  excited  to  the  highest  degree.  The  family  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Scovil,  especially,  manifested  deep  concern  for  him, 
and  sent  him  everything  that  they  thought  would  either  com- 
fort or  relieve  him :  as  did  also  the  family  of  Mr.  Perkins,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Raymond  ;  all  these  having  been  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood.  But  the  prisoner  used  little  or  none  of  their  cor- 
dials or  delicacies.  Mr.  Perkins  visited  him  about  10  o'clock, 
A.  H.,  and  kindly  proposed  to  watch  with  him  the  ensuing  night, 
for  which  he  discoverd  much  thankfulness.  In  the  course  of 
the  day  the  Doctor  came,  and  gave  him  some  medicine  ;  but 
found  him  so  weak,  that  he  required  to  be  lifted  and  supported 
while  he  was  receiving  it.  The  Doctor  acknowledged  his  low 
state,  but  did  not  thmk  him  so  near  his  end  as  to  die  before 
morning,  unless  he  should  go  off  in  a  fit.  This,  the  patient  said, 
was  what  he  had  reason  to  fear  would  be  his  fate  before  mom- 
dng,  and  therefore  wished  to  make  his  Will. 

A  Viiis  Clothes,  at  his  death,  he  willed  to  John  Dibble ;  and 
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his  money,  about  three  pounds,  which  h3  always  kept  by  him  in 
his  berth,  he  bequeathed  to  the  Jailor,  for  his  kind  attention  to 
him  in  his  sickness.  The  money  Mr.  Dibble  proposed  to  take 
charge  of;  but  Smith  said  it  was  safe  where  it  was  lor  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  N.  Perkins  having  had  occasion  to  call  that  day  on  Mr.  W. 
H.  Lyon,  was  enquired  of  by  him  concerning  the  state  of  tiio 
prisoner.  Mr.  Perkins  informed  him  that  he  was  alive  when  he 
left  him  ;  but  thought  he  would  be  dead  before  night.  This  in- 
formation Mr.  Lyon  communicated  the  same  evening  to  a  num- 
ber of  persons  who  were  assembled  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Scrib- 
and  added,  that  he  was  dead,  for  that  while  he  was  on  his 
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way  to  Mr.  Scrihner's,  (it  havincj  been  in  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing,) he  had  seen  Smitlis  Ghost  pass  by  him  at  a  short  distance 
off,  without  touching  the  ground.  This  singular  report,  as  it 
came  from  a  quarter  that  could  not  be  well  disputed,  very  much 
alarmed  the  whole  company,  and  formed  the  subject  of  their 
conversation,  for  the  evening. 

But  to  return  to  our  narrative.  After  the  prisoner  had  made 
his  Will,  he  was,  for  a  short  time,  left  alone,  with  the  probabili- 
ty that  he  would  shortly  be  seized  by  anothef*  fit,  which  he  was 
not  expected  to  survive.  About  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Scovil  observed  to  his  family,  that  it  was  then  about 
the  same  hour  of  the  da^^  at  which  Smith  had  had  hisifit  on  the 
day  preceding :  that  he  thought  he  would  die  suddenly ;  he 
would  therefore  walk  over  to  the  Court  House,  and  be  ready  ' 
there  at  the  time,  as  it  must  be  unpleasant  for  Mr.  Dibble  to  be 
alone.  This  so  much  awakened  the  sensibilities  of  Mrs.  Scovil, 
that  she  could  not  bear  the  reflection,  that  a  child,  of  parents 
that  were  perhaps  respectable,  should  be  so  near  her,  in  a 
strange  country,  sick  and  dying,  on  a  bed  of  straw.  She  there- 
fore called  Amy,  her  wench.  "  Here,"  said  she,  "  take  this 
feather  bed,  and  carry  it  to  the  gaol,  and  tell  Mr.  Dibble  that  1 
have  sent  it  for  Smith  to  die  on."  Mr.  Scovil  had  beien  in  the 
house,  and  seated  with  Mr.  Dibble  but  a  very  short  time,  when 
a  noise  was  heard  from  Smith  in  the  gaol.  John  Dibble,  who 
constantlv  attended  on  him,  ran  in  haste,  unlocked  the  prison 
door,  ancf  found  him  in  the  agonies  of  a  fit,  and  almost  expir- 
ing. He  made  an  effort  to  speak,  and  begged  John  to  run  and 
heat  a  brick  that  was  near,  and  apply  it  to  his  feet,  to  give  bim, 
oue  moment's  relief  while  he  was  dying,  for  that  his  feet  and 
legs  were  already  cold  and  dead  to  the  knees.  John,  willing  ijoi 
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afford  what  relief  he  could  to  the  djing  man,  ran  in  great  haste- 
Irom  the  Jail  through  the  passage  round  the  stairway  that  led 
to  the  kitchen,  where  was  a  large  fire  of  coals  into  which  he 
cast  the  brick,  waited  but  a  few  minutes,  and  returned  with  the 
heated  brick  to  the  prison ;  but  to  his  indiscribable  astonish- 
ment, and  almost  unwilling  to  believe  the  evidence  of  his  sen- 
ges,  the  dying  man  had  disappeared,  and  could  not  be  found ! ! ! 
John  ran  with  the  tidings  to  his  father  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scovil, 
who  were  sitting  in  a  room  which  the  prisoner  must  have 
passed  in  making  his  escape.  They  were  entirely  incredulous 
to  the  report  of  an  affair  so  unparalleled,  and  would  not  yield 
their  belief  until  they  searched  every  corner  of  the  apartment 
themselves,  and  found  that  Smith  had  not  only  effected  his  es- 
cape, but  had  also  carried  his  money,  his  boots,  and  every  arti- 
cle of  clothing  away  with  him  ! ! 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  or  describe  the  feeling  of  astonish- 
ment with  which  every  one  about  the  house  was  filled,  when 
they  found  that  the  man,  who  had  been  groaning  and  agoniz- 
ing under  the  pain  of  an  accumulation  of  diseases,  which,  night 
after  night,  seemed  to  have  been  wasting  his  strength,  and 
bringing  him  nearer  to  t!fe  close  of  his  unhappy  life — had,  in  a 
moment,  and  the  very  moment  which  was  thonsrht  to  be  his  last^ 
Bcized  the  opportunity  of  his  prison  door  being  open,  and  rush- 
ed from  his  confinement,  leaving  not  a  vestige  of  his  iuoveable& 
behind  him.  As  soon  as  a  search  through  the  prison  confirmed 
the  fact  of  the  elopement,  the  inmates  hastened  outside,  and 
continued  their  search  around  the  premises.  At  this  moment, 
Amy,  the  wench,  made  her  appearance,  carrying  the  feather 
bed ;  and  seeing  the  people  around  the  house,  she  said  to  ttiem ; 
**  Misses  seid  this  bed  for  Smit  to  die  on."  Her  master  told 
her  to  take  it  home,  and  tell  her  mistress  that  Smith  was  gone. 
Amy  ran  home  and  told  her  mistress  that  massa  say  Smit  dead 
and  gone — he  no  want  im  bed  !  "  Ah  !"  exclaimed  her  mis- 
tress, •'  poor  man,  is  he  dead  ?  Then,  Amy,  you  may  run  and 
carry  this  shirt  and  winding-sheet,  to  lay  Smith  out  in."  Amy 
instantly  obeyed,  and  told  her  master  accordingly.  "  You  may 
take  them  back,"  said  he,  "  Smith  is  gone  !'*  "  Where  he  gone, 
massa  V''  "  I  don't  know,'^  said  he,  "  except  the  devil  has  taken 
him  off!"  Amy  hastened  back  to  her  mistress,  and  told  her 
that  <<  massa  say  Smit  be  dead  and  gone,  and  the  devil  has 
taken  him  away  !^'  So  much  was  the  mind  of  every  one  pre- 
pared to  hear  of  his  death,  that  the  expreiiaioii,  *<  Smith  is 
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gone  !"  served  to  convey  no  other  idea.  The  Sheriflf  himself, 
who  had  not  been  present,  and  did  not  hear  of  the  affair  imme- 
diately, gave  the  sentence  the  same  interpretation.  A  mes- 
senger having  been  dispatched  to  him  with  the  tidings,  mot  him 
on  his  way  to  the  jail,  expecting  to  witness  the  last  moments 
of  the  patient.  On  being  informed  bv  the  messenger  that 
"Smith  was  gone,''  **  Ah !  poor  fellow,*'  he  exclaimed,  "I 
expected  it.  What  time  did  he  die  ?''  *•  But  he  is  gone  clear 
off."  "It  is  impossible,"  rejoined  the  Sheriff,  *'that  he  can  be 
far  from  his  sick  bod."  "  Why,"  replied  the  messenger,  **  they 
were  all  about  the  jail  looking  for  hira,  and  no  one  could  tell 
which  way  he  had  gone."  **  Unparalleled  and  abominable 
deception  !'*  replied  the  Sheriff  "  How  didhcgetout  of  jail  ?'* 
He  oelieved  John  Dibble  left  the  door  open  while  he  ran  to 
heat  a  brick,  and  then  Smith  made  his  escape. 

This  was  to  us  the  first  development  of  the  true  character  of 
Henry  More  Smith,  and  thus,  by  means  of  a  counterfeit  illness, 
which  melted  the  feelings  and  drew  the  sympathies  of  the 
whole  neighbourhood  ;  which  baffled  every  power  of  detection, 
and  imposed  even  upon  the  physician  himself,  did  this  accom- 
plished villain  effect  his  release,  and  was  now  again  running  at 
large,  glorying  in  the  issue  of  his  scheme.  Sut  before  we 
pursue  his  history  in  his  succeeding  adventures,  it  may  be 
necessary,  for  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  local  situa- 
tion of  the  gaol,  from  which  he  escaped,  to  give  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  it.  Kingston  is  situated  on  a  neck  or  tongue  of  laijd, 
formed  by  the  River  Saint  John  and  BellisleBay,  running  north- 
east and  south-west  on  the  western  side  of  the  neck,  and  by  tho 
Kennebecasis  running  the.  same  course  on  the  western  side, 
leaving  a  tract  of  land  between  the  two  rivers  about  five  miles 
in  breadth  and  thirty  miles  in  length. 

The  winter  road  from  Fiedericton,  the  seat  of  Government, 
to  the  City  of  St.  John,  crosses  the  land  at  Kingston  to  th© 
Kennebecasis,  and  this  road  is  inhabited  on  both  sides.  The 
road  is  intersected  in  the  centre  of  Kingston  by  another  road 
running  north-easterly  to  the  head  of  Bellisle  Bay,  and  is  also 
inhabited  on  both  sides,  at  the  intersection  of  these  roads;  on 
an  eminence,  stands  the  Court  house  (under  which  is  the 
prison  J  and  church,  facing  each  other,  east  and  west,  at  the 
distance  of  about  eight  rods.  At  the  distance  of  about  ten 
rods  from  the  jail  stands  the  house  of  Mr.  F.  N.  Perkins,  to  th0 
north,  and  an  equal  distance  to  the  south  the  house  of  the  Bey- 
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B.  Scovil  is  situated,  witli  various  other  housoe  in  different 
directioim;  tVie  land  cloar  all  around  to  a  considerable  distance, 
affording  no  biding  place.  From  a  prison  thus  situated,  and 
surrounded  with  dwelling- houses,  did  our  hero  escape,  without 
any  eye  having  seen  him,  and  leaving  no  mark  nor  track  be- 
hind which  could  direct  in  the  pursuit  of  him.  Finding  our- 
selvea  una'd-a  to  pursue  in  any  certain  direction,  our  conclusions 
were  that  ha  must  either  have  taken  the  road  to  Saint  John  or 
that  leaJing  to  Nova  Scotia,  the  way  by  which  he  came,  and  the 
only  roa4  ho  wan  known  to  !)e  acquainted  with.  Accordingly 
men  were  despatched  in  pursuit  of  him  on  the  Saint  John  road, 
and  others  sent  to  the  ditterent  ferries,  while  I  myself,  with  Mr. 
Moses  Foster,  the  Deputy  Sheriff,  took  the  road  toward  Nova 
Scotia,  with  all  speed,  in  the  night,  and  rode  on  until  we  began 
to  think  that  we  must  have  passed  him.  Having  arrived  at  a 
house  which  he  could  not  well  pass  without  being  seen,  we 
stationed  watchers  there,  and  also  set  watchers  in  other  stations, 
and  maintained  a  close  lookout  all  night,  but  to  no  purpose. 
At  daylight  I  furnished  Mr.  Foster  with  money,  and  sent  him 
on,  upon  the  same  road,  witt  directions  to  proceed  as  far  as  Mr. 
M'Leod's  tavern,  distance  forty  miles,  ana  in  case  of  hearing 
nothing  of  him,  to  discontinue  the  pursuit  and  return.  At  the 
same  time  I  returned  to  Kingston  myself,  where  I  was  informed, 
towards  evening,  that  a  man,  who  answered  his  description,  had 
crossed  the  ferry  over  the  Bellisle  Bay  the  evening  before  in 
ffreat  haste,  stating  that  he  was  goin^  on  an  express  to  Fre- 
derictou,  and  must  be  there  by  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
This  account  compared  with  Mr.  Ljron's  story,  which  the  reader 
will  recollect,  of  having  seen  Smith's  gh')st  or  apparition  the 
same  evening  in  the  twilight,  confirmed  the  opinion  that  we 
had  now  got  upon  the  direction  of  our  runawa3\  And  when 
we  remember  further,  that  the  apparition  was  passing  without 
touching  the  ground,  we  will  have  some  idea  of  the  rapidity  with 
which  our  self-released  hero  was  scudding  along  as  he  carried 
bis  neck  from  the  halter.  It  was  now  Sunday  evening,  and  he 
had  twenty-four  hours  of  a  start,  leaving  little  hopes  of  his 
being  overtaken  by  me.  As  my  only  alternative,  I  tbrwarded 
advertisements,  and  proposed  a  reward  of  twenty  dollars  for 
his  apprehension  and  re-commitment  to  custody ;  but  with  very 
little  prospect  of  success,  knowing  that  he  was  escaping  for  his 
life,  and  would  succeed  in  getting  oat  of  the  country  beiore 
ha  would  be  overtaken. 
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Monday  morning,  the  2Gth  instant,  Mr.  Moses  Foster  returned 
i'rora  his  route,  and  hy  this  time  many  unfavorable  reports  con* 
corning  tho  prisoner's  escape  had  begun  to  be  circulated.  The 
Court  at  whicli  he  wna  to  receive  liis  trial  was  now  to  moot  on 
the  Tuesday  following,  and  a  Jury  summoned  from  different 
parts  of  the  county  for  the  express  purpose  of  trying  the  horse- 
stealer. 

My  whole  lime  and  attention  wero  now  required  to  make  the 
^lecossary  preparations  for  the  Court,  and  I  felt  myaelf  not  a 
little  chagrined  on  rotlocting  on  the  circumstances  in  which  I 
was  pi&cecl.  This  fcoling  became  heightened  to  a  painful  de- 
gree when  I  came  to  understand,  by  Mr.  E.  Jones,  that  the 
villain,  instead  of  escaping  for  his  life,  and  getting  out  of  my 
reach  with  all  possible  haste,  had  only  travelled  abobt  ton  miles 
the  iirst  night,  and  was  seen  lying  on  some  straw  before  the 
barn  ot  Mr.  Robert  Bailes,  the  next  morning,  on  the  road  to 
Ga^etown,  having  lain  there  till  12  o'clock  in  the  day.  But 
Smith  did  not  lie  on  his  bed  of  straw  for  vest  merelv  ;  even 
there  he  was  projecting  fresh  schemes  ot  villainy,  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  to  carry  away  some  booty  from  the  house  of 
Mr.  Bailes;  and  it  so  happened  that  he  did  not  miss  his  aim, 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailes  had  occasion  to  leave  the  house  to  go 
some  distance,  leaving  the  door  unlocked,  when  the  robber 
entered,  broke  open  a  trunk,  and  carried  oif  a  silver  watch, 
eight  dollars  in  money,  a  pair  of  new  velvet  pantaloons,  and  a 
pocket  book,  with  several  other  articles.  He  then  walked 
leisurely  on  his  way,  stopping  at  the  next  house  and  at  all  the 
houses  that  were  contiguous  to  the  road,  so  that  he  did  not 
make  more  than  three  or  four  miles  before  dark.  When  Mr. 
Bailes  returned  to  his  house  and  found  it  had  been  robbed,  he 
immediately  fixed  his  suspicion  on  the  man  who  had  lain  before 
the  barn  door,  from  having  observed  the  print  of  a  boot  heel, 
which  was  thought  to  be  his,  and  gave  the  alarm  to  his  neigh- 
bours. They  immediately  set  out  in  pursuit  of  him,  and  having 
heard  that  he  had  been  seen  on  the  road  at  no  great  distance 
before  them,  they  followed  on  in  high  spirits,  expecting  shortly 
to  seize  him  ;  but  in  this  they  were  disappointed,  for  the  robher 
warily  turned  aside  from  the  road,  leaving  his  pursuers  to  exer- 
cise a  painful  and  diligent  search,  without  being  able  to  ascer- 
tain which  way  he  had  gone.  Having  followed  as  far  as  Gage- 
town,  they  posted  up  advertisements,  descriptive  of  his  person, 
and  also  of  the  watch  j  and  sent  some  of  them  on  to  Fredericton. 
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Late  on  Sunday  night,  a  man  called  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Green,  who  resided  ou  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wash- 
ademoac  Lake.  He  said  he  was  a  Frenchman,  on  his  way  to 
Fredericton  about  land,  and  called  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring 
the  way.  Mr.  Green  informed  him  that  he  was  on  an  island, 
and  that  he  Jind  better  stay  till  the  morning,  and  that  he  would 
then  direct  hiin  on  his  journey.  Ho  made  on  a  large  fire,  by 
which  the  man  examined  his  pocket  book,  and  was  observed  to 
cast  several  papers  into  the  fire,  and  finally  he  threw  in  the 
pocket  book  also.  Mr.  Green  on  seeing  this,  had  an  immediate 
impression  that  the  man  must  be  some  improper  chflracter, 
which  idea  was  strengthened  by  the  circumstance  of  its  being 
a  time  of  war.  In  the  morning,  therefore,  he  took  him  in  his 
canoe,  and  carried  him  directly  to  Justice  Colwell,  a  neighbour- 
ing Magistrate,  that  he  might  give  an  account  of  himself.  On 
his  examination,  he  answered  with  so  much  apparent  simplicity, 
that  the  Justice  could  find  no  just  ground  for  detaining  him, 
and  consequently  dir<missed  him.  He  then  made  his  way  to  an 
Indian  camp,  and  hired  an  Indian,  as  he  said,  to  carry  him  to 
Fredericton;  and  crossing  the  river,  went  to  Vail's  tavern,  on 
Grimross  neck,  where  ho  ordered  breakfast  for  himself  and  his 
Indian,  an  1  had  his  boots  cleaned.  At  this  moment,  Mr.  Bailes, 
whom  he  had  robbed  the  day  preceding,  was  getting  breakfast  at 
Mr.  Vail's,  and  writing  advertisements  in  quest  of  the  robber. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  he,  with  his  Indian,  started  again,  leaving 
Mr.  Vail's  unknown  and  undetected  ;  but  not  without  taking 
w^ith  him  a  set  of  silver  teaspoons  from  a  side  closet  in  the 
parlour. 

The  time  was  now  come  for  the  sitting  ot  the  Court,  and 
about  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  Attorney  General 
arrived  from  Fredericton,  with  very  unfavourable  impressions 
on  his  mind,  bringing  information  that  the  robber  was  still 
traversing  the  country,  stealing  and  robbing  wherever  he  came, 
without  sufficient  effort  being  made  for  his  apprehension.  The 
Jury  also  were  collecting  from  the  difterent  Parishes  of  the 
County,  bringing  with  them  unfavourable  ideas,  from  the  reports 
in  circulation  concerning  his  escape.  Among  the  many  opin- 
ions that  were  formed  on  the  subject,  one,  particularly,  was  very 
industriously  circulated.  The  prisoner  was  a  Freemason,  and 
it  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Dibble,  the  jailer,  was  stated  in  a 
former  part  of  the  narrative  to  be  a  Freemason  also,  and  that 
there  was  a  Freemason  Ledge  held  at  Kingston.     The  public 
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miad  was  strongly  prejudiced  against  us,  unwilling  to  believe 
the  real  circumstances  of  his  elopement ;  end  the  Court  assem- 
bled under  the  strongest  impressions  that  his  escape  was  con- 
nived at.  The  Honorable  Judge  Chipman  presided  on  the 
occasion. 

The  Court  was  now  ready  for  business,  but  no  prisoner ;  yet 
high  expectations  were  cherished  that  every  hour  would  bring 
tidings  of  his  apprehension,  as  he  was  pursued  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  Grand  Jury  was  empannelled,  and  the  Court  adjourn- 
ed till  next  da^  at  eleven  o'clock,  waiting  anxiously  for  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  intermediate  time.  And  to  render  the  meaas  for 
his  apprehension  as  effectual  as  possible,  Mr.  Benjamin  Furnald, 
with  a  boat  well  manned,  was  despatched  in  the  pursuit  with 
directions  to  follow  on  as  far  as  he  could  get  any  account 
of  him. 

Wednesday,  the  Court  again  met  and  commenced  other 
business  ;  but  nothing  from  Smith  yet.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
John  Pearson,  witness  against  him,  arrived  from  Nova  Scotia,  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles.  Towards  evening 
conclusions  were  beginning  to  be  drawn  that  he  had  eluded  all 
his  pursuers,  and  was  making  his  way  back  to  Nova  Scotia,  and 
the  conjecture  almost  amounted  to  a  certainty  by  the  circum- 
stance of  a  man  being  seen  crossing  the  Washademoac  and 
and  making  towards  Bellisle  Bay. 

Nothing  more  was  heard  till  Thursday  morning  early,  when 
Mr.  B.  Furnald  returned,  and  reported'  that  he  had  found  his 
course  and  pursued  him  through  Maugerville ;  that  the  night 
before  he  (Mr.  F.)  reached  Maugerville,  the  robber  had  lodged 
at  Mr.  Solomon  Perley's,  and  stole  a  pair  of  new  boots,  and  had 
oflfered  the  silver  teaspoons  for  sale  that  he  had  stolen  at  Mr. 
Vail's.  That  he  then  walked  up  as  far  as  Mr.  Bailey's  tavern, 
where  he  stopped  some  time,  and  that  he  was  afterwards  seen 
towards  evening  under  a  bridge,  counting  his  money.  This 
was  the  last. that  could  be  heard  of  him  in  this  place,  it  was  now 
believed  that  he  had  taken  an  Indian  to  pilot  him,  and  bad  gone 
by  way  of  the  Washademoac  and  head  of  Belisle,  for  Nova 
Scotia.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  idea  entertained  at 
Kingston  before  Mr.  Furnald's  return. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  the  Court  met  accord- 
ing to  adjournment,  to  bring  the  business  then  before  them  to  a 
close,  without  much  hope  of  hearing  any  further  of  the  horse 
stealer  at  this  time  ;  wnen  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  a  ser- 
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vant  of  Mr.  Knox's,  (who  it  will  be  remembered  was  the  Plain- 
tiff in  the  cause,)  came  direct  to  the  Court  with  information  to 
his  master,  that  his  other  horse  was  missing  out  of  the  pasture  ; 
that  he  had  been  known  to  be  in  the  pasture  at  one  o'clock  at 
night,  and  was  gone  in  the  morninsr ;  and  that  a  strange  Indian 
had  been  seen  about  the  place.  This  extraordinary  news  pro- 
duced much  excitement  in  the  Court ;  and  the  coincidence  of 
the  Indian  crossing  the  country  with  the  robber,  with  the  Indian 
seen  at  Mr.  Knox's,  confirmed  the  opinion  that  Smith  had  made 
himself  owner  of  Mr.  Knox's  other  horse,  also  ! ! !  Mr.  Knox, 
on  hearing  this  news,  became  exceedingly  agitated,  had  no 
doubt  that  Smith  was  the  thief  again,  would  not  listen  to  the 
Sheriff  who  was  not  just  willing  to  credit  the  report  of  the  horse 
being  stolen,  and  affirmed  that  his  life  was  in  danger  if  Smith 
was  suffered  to  run  at  large.  His  Honor,  the  Judge,  expressed 
his  opinion  that  great  remissness  of  duty  appeared. 

A  general  Warrant  was  issued  by  the  Court,  directed  to  all 
the  Sheriffs  and  Ministers  of  Justice  throughout  the  Province, 
commanding  them  to  apprehend  the  said  More  Smith  and  bring 
him  to  justice.  In  the  meantime,  men  were  appointed  to  com- 
mence a  fresh  march  in  quest  of  him,  to  go  in  different  direc- 
tions. Mr.  Knox,  with  Henry  Lyon  and  Isaiah  Smith,  took  the 
road  to  Nova  Scotia ;  and  Moses  Foster,  the  Deputy  Sheriff, 
and  Nathan  Deforest,  directed  their  course  towards  Fredericton, 
by  the  head  of  Bellisle  Bay,  with  orders  to  continue  their 
search  as  far  as  they  could  get  information  of  him,  or  to  the 
American  settlement.  The  Sherfff  then  wrote  advertisements 
for  the  public  papers,  offering  a  reward  ot  forty  dollars  for  his 
apprehension  ;  and  the  Attorney  General  increased  the  sum  to 
eighty  dollars.  Indictments  were  prepared,  and  the  Grand 
Jury  found  a  Bill  against  the  Sheriff  and  Jailer,  for  negligence 
in  suffering  the  prisoner  to  escape.  They  were  held  to  Bail  to 
appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  traverse  the 
indictments.  The  business  of  the  Court  being  at  the  close, 
the  Sheriff  paid  the  witness,  Mr.  Pearson,  from  Nova  Scotia, 
for  his  travel  and  attendance,  amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars, 
after  which  the  Court  finally  adjourned. 

Nothing  was  heard  of  our  adventurer  till  after  the  return  of 
Mr.  Knox  with  his  party  from  a  fruitless  search  of  ten  days  in 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  as  far  as  Richibucto.  The 
day  following,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Deforest  returned  from  their 
chase,  and  reported  that  after  they  bad  proceeded  to  within 
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three  miles  of  Fredericton  they  heard  of  a  stranger,  answering 
to  his  description,  having  lodged  all  night  at  a  private  house ; 
but  had  gone  on  the  road  towards  Woodstock.  Thiey  continued 
the  pursuit,  and  found  that  he  had  stopped  at  Mr.  Ingraham's 
tavern  the  night  following,  slept  late  in  the  morning,  being 
fatigued,  paid  his  bill  ana  went  off;  but  not  without  giving 
another  serious  proof  of  his  characteristic  villiany.  He  broke 
open  a  trunk,  which  was  in  the  room  adjoining  the  one  he  had 
slept  in,  and  carried  off  a  full  suit  of  clothes  belonging  to  Mr. 
Ingraham,  that  cost  him  forty  dollars,  and  a  silk  cloak,  with 
other  articles,  which  he  concealed  so  as  not  to  be  discovered. 
This  information  gave  his  pursuers  sufficient  proof  that  he  wa& 
indeed  the  noted  horse-stealer.  But  Mr.  Ingraham,  not  having 
missed  his  clothes  immediately,  the  robber  travelled  on  un- 
molested, and  the  next  day  went  only  as  far  as  Mr.  Robertson^s, 
where  he  found  a  collection  of  young  people,  played  the  fiddle 
for  them,  and  remained  the  next  day  and  night.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  Woodstock,  leaving  the  spoons  with  Mrs. 
Robertson  in  exchange  for  a  shirt,  and  taking  passage  in  a  canoe,, 
happened  to  fall  in  company  with  another  canoe  that  had  been 
at  Fredericton,  in  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dibble,  Missionary  at 
Woodstock,  was  passenger,  with  a  young  man  poling  the  canoe. 
The  young  man  had  seen  Mr.  Bailes'  advertisement  at  Frederic- 
ton, describing  the  man  and  watch,  which  had  a  singular  steel 
chain ;  and  observed  to  Mr  Dibble,  that  they  both  answered  to 
the  app  earance  of  the  stranger.  Mr.  D.  remarked  to  the  young 
man  that  he  might  be  mistaken,  and  asked  the  stranger  to  let 
him  see  the  watch.  The  stranger  handed  the  watch  with  all 
willingness,  and  it  was  found  so  exactly  to  answer  to  the  marks 
of  Mr.  Bailes'  watch  that  Mr.  D.  challenged  it  as  the  property 
of  Mr.  Bailes.  Smith  very  gravely  replied,  that  it  was  a  favourite 
watch  that  he  had  owned  for  a  long  time ;  but  that  if  he  had 
heard  of  one  like  it  having  been  stolen,  he  had  no  objection  to 
leave  it, with  him  until  he  returned,  which  would  be  in  about 
two  weeks.  Mr.  D.  replied  that  the  suspicion  was  so  strong^ 
that  he  thought  he  would  detain  him  also,  until  he  could  hear 
from  Fredericton.  Smith  rejoined  that  he  was  on  important 
business  and  could  not  be  detained ;  but  if  he  would  pay  his 
expenses  and  make  himself  responsible  for  the  damage  incurred 
by  his  detention,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  stop  till  he  could 
send  to  Fredericton.  Otherwise,  he  would  leave  the  watch,  as 
he  proposed  before,  and  would  return  in  ten  or  twelve  days, 
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during  which  time  Mr.  D.  might  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  watch. 
He  appeared  so  perfectly  at  eese,  without  discovering  the  slight- 
<j8t  indications  of  guilt,  that  on  these  conditions  they  suffered 
'him  to  pass  on.  He  continued  his  march  through  Woodstock 
until  he  came  to  the  road  that  leads  to  the  American  settlement, 
and  as  it  drew  towards  evening  he  enquired  of  a  resident  by 
the  way  concerning  the  road  to  the  American  side ;  but  was 
asked  by  the  man  to  tarry  till  morning,  as  it  was  then  near 
night  and  the  settlement  yet  twelve  miles  distant.  He  did  not 
choose  to  comply  with  the  invitation,  and  advanced,  as  an 
apology,  that  two  men  had  gone  on  before  him,  and  he  feared 
they  would  leave  him  in  the  morning  if  he  did  not  proceed.  It 
happened  in  a  very  short  time  after,  that  two  young  men  arrived 
there  from  the  settlement,  and  being  asked  whether  they  had 
met  two  men  on  the  road,  they  answered  in  the  negative.  It 
was  then  concluded  that  Smith  was  a  deserter,  and  they  turned 
;about  and  followed  him  to  the  American  settlement,  but  found 
nothing  of  him.  The  day  following,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  De- 
Forest  arrived  at  Woodstock,  and  finding  themselves  still  on 
the  track  of  him,  they  pursued  on  to  the  American  lines,  but 
<;ould  hear  nothing  concerning  him.  They  then  informed  the 
inhabitants  of  Smithes  character ;  and  proposed  a  reward  of 
twenty  pounds  for  his  apprehension.  The  people  seemed  well 
•disposed  and  promised  to  do  their  utmost. 

Messrs  F.  &  D.  then  made  their  way  back  to  the  river  St. 
John,  and  there,  most  unexpectedly,  came  across  the  path  of 
our  adventurer  again.  They  found  that  he  had  crossed  the 
river,  stopped  at  several  houses  for  refreshment,  and  called  him- 
self Bond.  That  he  had  assumed  the  character  of  a  pursuant 
in  quest  of  the  thief  who  had  broken  out  of  Kingston  jail ;  said 
that  he  was  a  notorious  villain,  and  would  certainly  be  hung  if 
taken,  and  appeared  to  be  extremely  anxious  that  he  should  be 
apprehended.  They  traced  him  down  to  the  river  where  the 
Indians  were  encamped,  and  found  that  he  had  aacreed  .with  an 
Indian  to  conduct  him  through  the  woods  to  the  tl nited  States, 
by  the  way  of  Eel  River,  a  route  not  unfrequently  travelled ; 
and  hence  had  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  his  pursuers,  and  finally 
escaped.  Messrs.  F.  &  D.  thought  it  was  now  time  to  return 
and  make  their  report.  It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  Indian, 
ills  conductor,  after  having  gone  about  two  days  on  the  route, 
began  to  be  weary  of  his  job,  (perhaps  finding  that  it  might 
not  be  productive  of  much  profit,)  and  discovered  that  Smith 
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carried  a  pistol,  which  he  did  not  like  very  much,  refused  to 
guide  him  any  longer,  gave  him  back  part  of  his  money  and 
returned.  This  materially  turned  the  scale  with  our  adventurer, 
and  Fortune,  that  had  hitherto  smiled  on  his  enterprise,  refused, 
like  the  Indian,  1;o  conduct  him  much  further.  Unable  to  pur- 
sue his  journey  alone,  he  was,  of  course,  obliged  to  return,  and 
he  had  no'v  no  alternative  but  to  try  his  chance  by  the  known 
road.  It  was  now  the  10th  of  October,  and  ho  re-appeared  on 
the  old  ground,  wanting  refreshment  and  in  quest,  as  he  said, 
of  a  deserter.  While  his  breakfast  was  preparing,  information 
of  his  presence  was  circulated  among  tho  inhabitants,  and  Dr. 
Rice,  who  was  a  principal  character  in  the  place,  effected  his 
apprehension,  and  had  him  secured. 

The  clothes  he  had  stolen  from  Mr.  Ingraham  he  had  on, 
excepting  the  pantaloons,  which  he  had  exchanged  for  a  pistol. 
He  said  he  had  purchased  the  clothes  very  cheap  from  a  man 
who  he  believed  was  a  Yankee.  lie  was  then  taken  in  charge 
by  Mr.  A.  Putnam,  and  Mr.  Watson,  who  set  out  with  their 
prisoner  for  Fredericton.  On  their  way  they  stopped  at  the 
Attorney  GenemPs,  three  miles  from  Fredericton  and  then  pro- 
ceeled  into  town,  where  the  Supreme  Court  was  then  sitting. 
The  prisoner  was  brought  before  the  Court  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  number  of  spectators.  The  Hon.  Judge  Saunders  asked 
him  his  name,  and  he  unhesitatingly  answered,  ''  Smith." 
"  Are  yon  the  man  that  escaped  from  the  jail  at  Kingston  ?" 
"Yes."  On  being  asked  how  he  eftected  his  escape,  he  said 
the  Jailor  opened  the  door  and  the  Priest  prayed  him  out.  He 
was  then  ordered  to  prison  for  the  night,  and  the  next  day  he 
was  remanded  to  Kingston  jail.  Putnam  and  Watson  set  out 
with  him  in  an  Indian  canoe,  one  at  each  end,  and  the  prisoner, 
handcuffed  and  pinioned,  and  tied  to  the  bar  of  the  canoe,  in 
the  centre.  They  were  obliged  to  watch  him  the  first  night  at 
the  place  where  they  lodged,  and  the  next  day  they  reached  the 
house  of  Mr.  Bailes,  opposite  Spoon  Island,  where  he  had  stolen 
the  watch  and  the  money,  etc.  It  was  near  night,  and  the  pas- 
sage to  Kingston  rather  difficult ;  and  they  being  strangers,  Mr. 
B.  proposed  that  if  they  would  stop  with  him  till  morning,  he 
would  conduct  them  to  Kingston  himself.  They  willingly  com- 
pHed,  and  having  been  up  the  preceding  night,  Mr.  B.  pro- 
posed that  if  they  would  retire  and  take  some  rest,  he  with  his 
family  would  keep  watch  of  the  prisoner.  After  they  had  re- 
tired, the  prisoner  enquired  the  way  to  Saint  John,  and  whether 
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there  were  any  ferries  on  this  side  the  river.  lie  then  asked 
for  a  blanket  and  leave  to  lie  down.  Mrs.  B.  made  him  a  bed 
on  the  floor ;  but  betore  he  would  lie  down,  he  said  he  had 
occasion  to  go  to  the  door.  Mr.  B.  awakned  Mr.  Watson,  who 
got  up  to  attend  him  to  the  door.  Smith  sa\d  to  him  that  if 
he  had  any  apprehensions,  he  had  better  tie  a  rope  to  his  arm, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  fastening  it  above  the  handcuffs, 
with  the  other  end  wound  round  his  own  hand.  In  this  situa- 
tion they  went  out  of  doors ;  but  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
Smith  watching  his  opportunity,  knocked  him  down  with  his 
handcuffs,  leavmg  the  rope  in  the  hands  of  his  keeper,  hav- 
ing slipped  the  other  end  over  his  hand  without  untying  the 
knot. 

Thus,  handcuffed  and  pinioned,  and  bound  with  a  rope,  the 
ingenious  horse- stealer,  by  another  effort  of  his  unfailing  in- 
genuity,  akin  to  his  mock-sickness  in  the  jail,  had  effected  a 
second  escape  from  his  keepers,  leaving  it  as  a  matter  of  choice, 
whether  to  institute  a  hopeless  search  for  him  in  the  darkness 
of  night,  or  sit  down  in  sullen  consultation  on  what  plan  they 
had  best  pursue  in  the  morning.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
chagrin  of  Putnam  and  Watson  on  finding  themselves  robbed 
of  their  prisoner,  except  the  confusion  which  filled  myself  and 
the  Jailer  on  the  knowledge  of  his  unexampled  and  noted 
escape  from  the  jail.  To  pursue  him  in  the  night,  which  was 
unusually  dark,  and  rainy  besides,  was  both  hopeless  and  vain,- 
it  was  therefore  thought  best  to  inform  the  Sheriff  in  the  morn- 
ing of  what  had  taken  place,  and  receive  his  advice  as  to  future 
proceedings.  In  the  morning,  accordingly,  Mr.  Putnam  pro- 
ceeded to  Kingston,  and  on  communicating  the  news  to  the 
Sheriff*,  received  a  supply  of  money,  with  orders  to  pursue  the 
the  road  to  Saint  John,  while  the  Sheriff,  with  two  men,  pro- 
ceeded to  Ms.  Bailes*.  There  they  received  information  that 
Smith  had  changed  his  course,  and  crossing  the  Oaknabock 
Lake  in  the  night,  <vas  directing  his  course  towards  Frederic- 
ton  again !  It  will  be  remembered  that  previous  to  his  escape, 
while  a  prisoner  at  Mr.  Bailes',  he  made  particular  enquiries 
whether  there  were  any  ferries  on  the  v  ay  to  Saint  John,  on 
this  side  the  river.  At  this  time  it  would  seem  that  he  had 
looked  upon  his  scheme  as  successful,  and  evidently  directed 
those  enquiries  concerning  the  road  with  a  view  to  mislead, 
while  it  was  his  policy  to  return  upon  the  course  which  would 
be  judged  the  most  unlikely  oi  all  he  should  take.    But  to 
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return  to  our  story.  He  came  to  the  lake  the  same  evening 
he  had  got  clear  of  Mr.  Watson  and  the  rope,  and  tl)ere  urged 
as  a  reason  of  his  haste  in  crossing  the  lake  in  the  night,  that 
he  was  on  his  way  to  Fredericton  to  purchase  land,  and  that 
he  had  arranged  it  with  Putnam  and  Watson,  who  had  gone  to 
Kingston  with  the  Thief,  to  take  Jiim  up  in  their  canoe  on  their 
return,  and  was  to  meet  them  at  the  intervale  above,  early  the 
next  morning.  This  well  varnished  and  characteristic  story 
procured  him  a  speedy  passage  over  the  lake,  and  now  our 
adventurer  is  in  undisputed  possession  of  the  country,  at  liberty 
to  choose  which  way  fie  should  turn  his  face. 

On  being  put  in  possession  of  these  particulars,  we  immedi- 
ately and  naturally  supposed  that  he  was  wisely  and  prudently 
directing  his  course  to  the  United  States,  by  the  way  of  the 
Oromocto ;  and  so  we  followed  up  his  retreat  accordingly ;  but 
in  that  direction  no  intelligence  could  be  obtained,  and  we 
remained  in  total  ignorance  of  his  proceedings  and  history  up 
to  the  26th  of  October.  At  this  date,  when  it  was  supposed 
that  he  had  transported  himself  into  the  United  States,  to  our 
astonishment  and  surprise  we  find  him  again  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  usual  business  in  the  immediate  vicinity  ot  Fredericton. 
His  first  appearance  there  again,  was  in  a  bye-place,  at  a  small 
house  not  then  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  It  was  drawing  towards 
night,  and  the  day  having  been  rainy,  he  came  to  the  house 
wet  and  cold.  An  old  man  by  the  name  of  W  icks,  with  his  son, 
was  engaged  in  repairing  the  house,  in  which  they  had  some 
potatoes.  There  was  also  a  quantity  of  dry  wood  in  the  house, 
i  but  as  the  old  man  was  about  quitting  work  for  day,  h©  had 
suffered  the  fire  to  burn  down.  The  stranger  was  anxious  to 
lodge  in  their  humble  habitation  for  the  night,  but  the  old  man 
observed  to  him,  that  they  did  not  lodge  there  at  night,  and  gave 
him  an  invitation  to  the  next  house,  where  he  could  accom- 
modate him  better.  He  did  not  accept  the  invitation,  but  said 
that  he  must  go  on  eight  or  ten  miles  that  night,  and  so  he 
[departed. 

The  old  man  and  his  sou  secured  the  door  and  retired  to  their 
[lodgings ;  but  when  the  morning  came  it  was  found  that  Smith 
had  returned  to  the  old  house,  spent  the  night,  burned  up  all 
the  wood,  regsded  himself  on  toasted  potatoes,  and  again  took 
'lis  departure.  The  following  night,  he  paid  a  sweeping  visit 
it  the  house  of  Mr.  Wilmot,  seven  miles  from  Fredericton. 
Binding  a  large  quantity  of  linens,  sprinkled  and  ready  for 
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ironing,  he  made  a  full  seizure  of  the  whole,  together  with  a 
new  coat  belonginoj  to  a  young  man  belonging  to  the  house. 
The  plunderer,  finding  his  booty  rather  burthensome,  took  a 
saddle  and  bridle,  which  he  happened  to  discover,  put  them  on 
a  small  black  poney,  which  was  feeding  in  the  pasture,  and 
thus  rode  with  his  luggage  till  he  came  within  two  miles  of 
Fredericton.  There  he  found  a  barrack  or  hovel,  filled  with 
hay,  belonging  to  Jack  Patterson,  a  rauUatto,  which  presented 
a  convenient  retreat  where  he  could  feed  his  horse  and  conceal 
his  plunder.  Here  he  remained  some  days  undisturbed ;  would 
turn  his  horse  out  to  feed  on  the  common  in  the  day,  conceal- 
ing himself  in  the  hay,  and  would  catch  him  again  at  night, 
ride  into  town,  make  what  plunder  he  could,  return  to  his 
retreat,  and  conceal  it  in  the  hay. 

Our  adventurer  thought  it  was  now  high  time  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  Attorney  General  himself,  who  lived  about  three 
miles  distant.  Here  he  was  not  altogether  unacquainted,  hav- 
ing made  a  previous  call  on  his  passage  as  a  prisoner  from 
Woodstock  to  Fredericton.  He  arrived  on  the  spot  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  retaining,  no  doubt,  an  accurate  remem- 
brance of  the  entrance  to  the  house  ;  and  every  thing  proved 
propitious  to  the  object  of  his  visit ;  for  it  happened  that  there 
was  much  company  at  the  Attorney  General's  on  the  same 
evening,  whose  over-ooats,  cloaks,  tippets,  comforters,  <fec.,  <fec., 
were  all  suspended  in  the  hall.  He  did  not  obtrude  himself 
upon  the  notice  of  the  Company ;  but  he  paid  his  respects  to 
their  loose  garments,  making  one  sweep  of  the  whole,  consist- 
ing of  five  top  coats,  three  plaid  cloaks,  a  number  of  tippets, 
comforters,  and  other  wearing  articles!  Having  been  more 
successful  than  perhaps  he  expected,  he  rode  back  through  the 
town  to  the  place  of  concealment,  deposited  his  booty,  and 
gave  his  horse,  after  this  travel,  a  generous  allowance  of  hay. 
This  generosity  to  his  horse  led  to  his  detection,  for  Patterson 
happening  to  perceive  that  his  hay  was  lying  in  an  unusual 
manner  out  of  the  window  of  his  barrack,  immediately  formed 
an  opinion  that  some  person  had  taken  up  lodgings  in  the  hayJ 
and  in  this  he  was  not  mistaken ;  for  on  coming  to  the  spot,  he 
found  Smith  lying  in  the  hay,  with  a  white  comforter  about  hia 
n^ck:  On  perceiving  him  to  be  a  stranger,  he  asked  him  where 
did  he  come  from,  and  was  answered  that  he  came  from  the 
E[ennebecasis,  was  after  land,  and  getting  belated  had  taken  up 
his  lodging  in  the  hay,  and  hoped  it  was  no  harm. 
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After  Patterson  had  gone  into  his  house  he  perceived  that 
the  traveller  had  retired  from  the  barrack  by  the  window  and 
was  making  towards  the  woodt*.  Upon  perceiving  this,  the 
idea  ot  his  being  a  deserter  instantly  presented  itself  to  his 
mind  and  calling  for  assistance,  he  soon  made  the  stranger  a 
prisoner,  which  was  easily  effected,  as  he  did  not  make  much 
effort  to  escape.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  their  prisoner  was 
no  less  a  person  than  the  far  famed  Henry  More  Smith,  and  no 
time  was  lost  in  committing  him  to  Fredericton  jail. 

Patterson,  not  seeing  the  comforter  with  him  which  he  wore 
around  his  neck,  in  the  hay,  was  induced  to  examine  the  hay  if 
perhaps  he  might  find  it.  This  led  to  the  discovery  of  his 
entire  deposit ;  for,  he  not  only  found  the  immediate  object 
of  his  search,  but  also  all  the  articles  previously  mentioned,, 
with  many  more,  which  were  all  restored  to  the  owners  respec- 
tively. 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  prisoner,  he  gave  no  proper 
satisfaction  concerning  the  articles  found  in  the  hay ;  he  said 
they  were  brought  there  by  a  soldier,  who  rode  a  little  pony, 
and  went  ofl",  leaving  the  saddle  and  bridle.     He  was  then 
ordered  to  be  taken  by  the  Sheriff  of  York  County  and  saftly 
delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of  King's  County  in  his  prison.    Ac- 
cordingly, the  Sheriff  prepared  for  his  safe  conveyance  an  iron 
collar,  made  of  a  flat  bar  of  iron,  an  inch  and  a  half  wide,  with 
a  hinge  and  clasp,  fastened  with  a  padlock.    To  the  collar,  which 
was  put  around  his  neck,  was  fastened  an  iron  chain,  ten  feet 
in  length  ;  thus  prepared,  and  his  hands  bound  together  with 
a  pair  of  strong  handcuffs,  after  examining  his  person  lest  he- 
should  have  saws  or  other  instruments  concealed  about  him,  he 
was  put  on  board  a  sloop  for  his  old  residence  in  Kingston. 
Thejj  started  with  a  fair  wind,  and  with  Patterson,  the  mulatto, 
holding  the  chain  by  the  end,  they  arrived  with  their  prisoner 
at  Kingston,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  about  12  o'clock  in  the 
night  of  the  30tli  of  October,  which  was  better  than  one  month 
from  the  time  of  his  triumphant  escape  through  means  of  hifr 
pretended  indisposition.     On  his  reappearance  in  the  old  spot 
and  among  those  who  had  ministered  so  feelingly  to  his  com- 
Jort  during  the  whole  period  of  his  affected  illness,  and  whom 
e  had  so  effectually  hoaxed,  it  might  have  been  expected  that 
e  would  have  betrayed  some  feeling  or  emotion ;  or  that  a 
ransient  blush  of  shame,  at  least,  would  have  passed  over  his 
ountenance ;  but  ah !  no ;  his  countenance  had  long  since  be- 
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come  Beared,  and  there  was  no  sensibility  within,  strong  enough 
to  give  the  slightest  tint  to  his  shame  proof  countenance.  Ho 
appeared  perfectly  composed,  and  as  indifferent  and  insensible 
to  all  around  him  as  though  he  were  a  statue  of  marble. 

On  the  ensuing  morning  he  was  conducted  to  the  jail,  which 
he  entered  without  hesitation  or  seeming  regret.  After  his 
former  escape,  it  had  been  cleared  out  of  everything,  and  care- 
fully  swept  and  searched.  In  the  course  of  the  search  there 
were  found  several  broken  parts  of  a  watch,  and  among  the 
rest,  the  box  which  contained  the  main  spring,  this  convinced 
us  that  the  watch,  (which  he  received  from  the  young  man  be- 
fore his  escape,  in  exchange  for  the  spy-glass,)  was  intended  to 
furnish  him  with  the  materials  for  making  a  saw  in  case  all 
other  plans  he  might  adopt  to  accomplish  his  release  should 
fail  to  succeed.  We  found  a  large  dinner-knife  cut  in  two, 
which  we  supposed  to  have  been  done  with  a  saw  made  of  the 
mainspring,  as  a  trial  or  experiment  of  its  utility. 

Having  by  this  time,  from  painful  experience  become  a  little 
acquainted  with  the  depth  of  hii?.  t^enius,  we  thought  it  not  im- 
possible nor  unlikely,  that  he  might  still  have  the  saw  con- 1 
cealed  about  his  person,  although  Mr.  Burton,  the  Sherift  of 
York  County,  had  searched  him  before  his  removal  from  Fre- 
dericton  jail.     We  were,  however,  determined  to  examine  him 
more  closely,  for  which  end  we  took  off  his  handcuffs,  and  then 
ordered  him  to  take   ( ff  his  clothes.     Without  hesitation  or 
reluctance  he  divested  himself  of  his  clothes,  all  to  bis  shirt;! 
we  then  searched  every  part  of  his  dress — the  sleeves,  wrist- 
bands, collar  of  his  shirt,  and  even  the  hair  of  his  head ;  butl 
found  nothing.     We  then  suffered  him  to  put  on  his  clothes 
again,  and  we  carried  out  of  the  jail,  his  hat  and  shoes,  and 
^very  article  he  brought  with  him. 

The  prison  in  whicn  he  was  confined  was  twenty-two  feet  by 
sixteen ;  stone  and  lime  vralls  three  feet  thick  on  the  sides,  thel 
fourth  side  having  been  the  partition  wall  between  the  prison! 
rooms.  This  partition  was  of  timber,  twelve  inches  thick,! 
lathed  and  plastered.  The  door  was  of  two  inch  plank,  doubled! 
iind  lined  with  sheet  iron,  with  three  iron  bar  binges,  threel 
inches  wide,  clasped  over  staples  in  the  opposite  posts,  and! 
secured  with  three  strong  padlocks ;  and  having  also  a  smallT 
iron  wicket  door  secured  with  a  padlock.  There  was  one  winj 
dow  through  the  stone  wall,  grates  within  and  without,  an^ 
enclosed  with  glass  on  the  outside,  so  that  no  commuQicatioii 
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could  be  had  with  tho  i  teri«  <r  undiscovered.  Tl  p  m^ro 
that  leads  to  the  prison  door  i«  two'  ty  feet  in  leuii^tl)  ^n  lUrvi 
feet  iQ  breadth,  secured  ai  the  en  raiieo  by  a  ptUtoi  .  mi  the 
door;  the  outside  door  was  also  kept  lo,  mI,  80  'hat  w  com- 
munication could  be  had  through  the  pa.*"  .ge,  w"*  ftout  paftHiui^ 
through  three  securely  locked  doors,  thv  k(\v8  i  which  woro 
always  kept  by  Mr.  Dibble,  the  jailer,  who  trom  liia  iutirni  stato 
of  health,  never  left  the  house  day  or  uight. 

Having  learned  a  lesson  by  former  experience,  we  maintained 
the  most  unbending  strictness,  suflfering  no  intercourse  witli 
the  prisoner  whatever.  In  this  manner  secured,  we  put  on  his 
right  leg  an  iron  shackle,  with  an  iron  chain  no  more  than  long 
enough  to  allow  him  to  reach  the  necessary,  and  take  his  pro- 
vision at  the  wicket  door.  The  end  of  the.  chain  was  fastened 
to  the  timber  of  the  floor  by  a  strong  staple,  near  the  partition 
wall,  so  that  he  cou^d  not  reach  tho  grated  window  by  five  or 
six  feet.  He  was  provided  with  a  bunk,  straw,  and  blankets, 
as  a  bed  ;  and  his  wrists  having  been  much  swelled  with  tho 
handcuffs,  I  considered  it  unnecessary  to  keep  them  on,  espe- 
cially as  he  was  so  thoroughly  secured  in  other  respects.  In 
this  situation  I  lett  him,  with  directions  to  the  jailer  to  look  to 
him  frequently  through  the  wicket  door,  to  see  that  he  remained 
flecare,  intending  at  the  same  time  to  visit  him  occasionally 
myself. 

The  jailer  came  to  look  at  him  frequently  at  the  wicket  d'oor, 
as  directed,  and  always  found  him  quiet  and  peaceable,  cither 
sitting  up  reading,  or  lying  down  in  his  berth  ;  he  never  wttered 
any  complaints,  but  appeared  resigned  to  his  confinement.  I 
visited  him  once  or  twice  in  the  week  to  see,  for  myself,  that 
his  irons  remained  secure;  and  always  finding  him  ias  yet,  in 
the  same  state  of  security  in  which  1  had  left  him,.  I  made  up 
my  mind  that  we  should  be  able  to  keep  him  without  any  addi- 
tional trouble.  He  manifested  good  nature  as  w^ll  as  rcsigna- 
I  tion,  for  he  always  came  up  to  the  wicket  door  when  I  wished 
to  see  that  his  irons  were  in  order,  with  the  grep.teat  seeming 
willingness. 

I  On  the  twelfth  day  of  his  confinement,  I  vran  informed  that 
Mr.  Newman  Perkins  had  heard  an  unusual  noise  in  the  night, 
which  induced  him  to  think  that  Smith  had  been  at  work  at  the 
grates.  On  making  more  particular  enquiry,  I  learned  from 
Mrs.  Perkins  that  she  had  heard  a  noise  like  rubbing  or  filing, 
late  in  the  night;  and  by  holding  her  head  OUt  gf  the  window, 
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sbe  considered  the  sound  to  proceed  from  the  jail.  Knowing 
the  sitaation  of  the  prisoner,  chained,  that  he  could  not  reach 
the  grates  by  five  or  six  feet ;  and  knowing,  also,  that  after  tbe^ 
search  we  had  made,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could  hav« 
retained  about  his  person  anything  by  which  he  could  operate 
on  the  grates,  we  judged  it  more  tnau  improbable  that  the 
Bound  could  have  proceeded  from  him.  Nevertheless,  we  did 
not  treat  the  information  with  disregard  or  neglect.  I  went  im- 
mediately to  the  prison,  accompanied  by  Moses  Foster,  Georwje 
Raymond,  Allen  feasten,  and  Mr.  Dibble,  the  jailer,  with  seve-al 
othere.  It  was  then  the  evening,  and  we  carried  with  us  two 
or  three  candles.  On  opening  the  door,  we  found  him  lyiu^  in 
his  berth,  chained,  just  as  I  had  left  him.  I  said  to  him,  <*  Smith, 
you  have  not  got  out  yet  ;**  he  answered,  »'  no,  not  quite.^'  I 
then  examined  every  bar  of  the  grates  as  closely  as  possible,  as 
also  did  every  one  present,  again  and  again,  until  we  were  all 
satisfied  that  the  cause  of  the  alarm  was  only  imaginary.  Smith 
all  the  time  lying  quiet,  answering  readily  any  and  every  ques- 
tion that  was  put  to  him. 

Mr.  Basten  had  yet  continued  searchins^  and  examining  the] 
inner  grates,  when  it  was  discovered  by  all  present  that  there 
was  a  email  chip  lying  on  the  fiat  bar  of  the  outer  grate,  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  there  accidentally.  Mr.  Basteii, 
however,  being  fully  satisfied  that  the  inner  grate  remained 
,  secure,  was  led,  rather  by  curiosity,  to  reach  through  his  hand, 
and  take  up  the  chip  that  lay  on  the  bar  of  the  outer  grate ;  on  | 
doing  this,  he  thought  he  could  perceive  that  the  bar  was  in- 
clined to  hang  in  a  small  degree.  This  led  to  further  examina- 
tion ;  and  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  all  that  were  present,  itl 
was  found  that  the  bar  was  cut  one-third  ofi^  and  artfully  con- 
cealed with  the  fether  edge  of  the  chip.  Our  astonishment  was 
increased  by  the  faet  that  it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  outer 
grate  without  first  removing  the  inner.  This  gave  the  hint  for 
a  more  effectual  examination,  when  it  was  found  that  he  had! 
cut  one  of  the  inner  bars  so  neatly,  that  ho  could  remove  and 
replace  it  at  pleasure,  having  contrived  to  conceal  the  incisionsl 
in  such  a  manner  as  almost  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  detecl 
tion.  There  is  little  or  no  doui^t  that  in  two  or  three  nightsl 
more  he  would  have  efiected  his  second  escape,  had  not  liisl 
works  been  discovered,  through  the  very  means  which,  artful! 
as  he  was,  he  employed  to  conceal  them.  On  being  asked  whatl 
instrument  he  used  jn  Putting  the  grate,  he  answered  with  perf 
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feet  hidift'erenco,  **  With  IhiB  saw  and  file  ;*'  and  without  hesi- 
tation, linndcd  me  from  his  berth  a  case-knife,  steel-blade,  neatly 
cut  in  fine  tooth,  and  a  common  hand-saw  file.  I  then  askoa 
him  how  he  got  to  the  grates,  or  whether  he  had  slipped  tlie 
shackles  off  his  feet?  he  answered  me,  no;  but  that  he  nad  cut 
the  chuin ;  and  then  showed  me  very  calmly  where  he  had  out 
the  chain  in  tlie  joint  of  the  links,  a  part  where  the  out  could 
not  very  readily  be  discovered. 

On  being  asked  where  he  got  his  tools,  he  answered  that  he 
had  led  them  in  the  jail  when  he  went  away,  and  that  those  he 
had  given  nie  w»..ro  all  the  tools  he  had  left.  But  perceiving" 
irom  the  shape  of  the  knife,  (it  having  been  much  thicker  on 
the  back  than  the  edge,)  that  the  bars  could  never  have  been 
cut  so  neatly  through  with  that  instrument,  we  were  induced  to 
make  a  stricter  search,  and  found,  in  a  broken  part  of  the  lime 
wall,  near  the  grates,  a  very  neat  spring  saw,  having  a  cord  tied 
at  one  end.  I  then  asked  him  who  gave  him  those  tools ;  to 
which  he  replied  with  great  firmness: — **  You  need  not  ask 
me  again,  fjrl  never  will  tell  you."  After  I  had  finished  these 
enquiries,  T  searched  his  bed  and  his  clothes,  and  renewed  the 
chain  again  to  his  leg,  fastening  it  firmly  to  the  floor  with  a 
staple ;  and  putting  on  a  pair  of  strong  hand-cutfcj  of  7-8  bolt. 
We  then  leit  him,  it  being  about  11  o'clock  on  Saturday  night. 
On  the  next  Sunday  at  4  o'clock,  I  revisited  the  jail,  when  the 
jailer  informed  me  that  the  prisoner  was  lying  in  his  berth  with 
all  his  irons  on,  and  haJ  been  enquiring  of  him  if  the  Sheriff 
was  not  coming  to  examine  his  chains.  About  12  o'clock  the 
same  night  I  was  alarmed  by  a.man  sent  by  the  jailer,  to  inform 
me  that  Smith  had  got  loose  from  all  his  irons,  and  having 
worked  his  way  through  the  inner  grate,  was  cutting  the  outer 
grate,  and  had  nearly  escaped  !  Here,  at  the  dead  hour  of  mid-^ 
night,  wliou  it  might  be  expected  that  every  eye  would  be  sunk 
ill  the  stillness  of  sleep  through  the  vigilant  attention  of  Mr^ 
Dibble,  the  jailer,  this  astonishing  being,  who  set  hand-cuffs, 
and  shackles,  and  chains  at  defiance,  had  all  but  effoetc  1  another 
escape.  Mr.  Dibble,  on  finding  him  to  be  at  work  at  tlio  grates,, 
was  determined,  if  possible,  to  take  him  in  the  act;  and  by 
fastening  a  candle  to  the  end  of  a  stick  three  feet  in  length,, 
and  shoving  the  light  through  the  wicket  gate,  he  was  enabled 
to  discover  him  at  work  before  he  could  have  time  to  retreat  to* 
his  berth.  Mr.  Dibble,  on  perceiving  how  he  was  employed, 
ordered  him  to  leave  everything  he  had,  and  tf  ke  to  his  berth  ; 
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he  instantly  obeyed,  but  as  suddenly  returned  to  the  grates 
again,  placed  himself  in  a  position  to  which  he  could  not  bo 
seen  by  the  jailer.  Kemaining  hero  but  a  moment,  he  went 
quickly  to  the  necessary,  and  threw  something  down  which 
was  distinctly  heard,  and  finally  retired  to  his  berth.  Mr.  Dib- 
ble maintained  a  close  watch  until  I  arrived  at  the  jail,  which 
we  immediately  entered,  and  to  our  amazement  found  him  ex- 
tricated from  all  his  irons.  He  had  cut  his  way  through  the 
inner  grate,  and  had  all  his  clothes  collected,  and  with  him 
ready  to  elope,  and  bad  cut  the  bar  of  the  outer  grate  two 
thirds  off,  which,  no  doubt,  he  would  have  completed  long  be- 
fore morning,  and  made  his  escape.  I  said  to  him,  "  Smith, 
you  keep  at  work  yet;"  he  answered  that  he  had  done  work 
now,  that  all  his  tools  were  down  the  necessary.  The  truth  of 
this,  however,  we  proved  by  letting  down  a  candle,  by  which 
we  could  clearly  see  the  bottom ;  but  no  tools  were  to  be  seen 
there.  His  return  to  the  necessary  and  dropping,  or  pretending 
to  drop  something  down,  was  no  doubt,  an  artifice,  by  which 
he  attempted  to  divert  our  attention  from  the  real  spot  where 
his  tools  were  concealed.  But  in  this  also,  with  all  his  cunning, 
he  overshot  the  mark,  by  his  over  eagerness  to  tell  us  where  he 
had  cast  his  tools,  instead  of  allowing  us  rather  to  draw  the 
conclusion  ourselves,  from  his  return  to  the  place,  and  drop- 
ping something  down.  We  next  proceeded  to  strip  off  and 
examine  his  clothing,  carefully  searching  every  hem  and  seam. 
His  berth  we  knocked  all  to  picceSj  examining  every  joint  and 
split ;  we  swept  out  and  searched  every  part  of  the  prison, 
knowing  that  he  must  have  his  instruments  in  some  part  of  it; 
but  all  to  no  purpose — nothing  could  we  discover.  We  next 
replaced  all  his  chains  with  padlocks ;  put  on  him  a  pair  of 
screw  handcuffs,  which  confined  his  hands  close  together,  and 
thus  left  him  about  4  o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  On  the  day 
following,  Mr.  Jarvis,  the  blacksmith,  having  repaired  the 
grates,  came  to  put  them  in,  when  he  found  Smith  lying  on  the 
floor  apparently  as  we  left  him;  but,  on  examining  ^he  new 
-l^andcutfs,  which  screwed  his  hands  close  together  when  put 
on,  we  found  them  separated  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  could 
put  them  ofl:*and  on  when  he  pleased.  On  being  asked  why  he 
destroyed  those  valuable  handcufts,  **  because,"  he  said,  "  they 
are  so  stiif  that  nobody  can  wear  them." 

No  doubt  then  remained  that  he  must  have  his  saws  conceal- 
ed about  his  body,  and  having  been  ordered  to  take  ofi:*  his 


HEN.R  Y  MORE  SMITH. 


37 


clothes,  he  complied  with  his  usual  readiness.  On  taking  off 
his  shirt,  which  had  not  been  done  at  any  time  previous  in  our 
searches  about  his  body,  Dr.  A  Paddock,  who  was  present,  and 
employed  in  the  search,  discovered  a  small  muslin  cord  iabout 
his  thigh,  close  to  his  body,  and  drawn  so  close  that  it  could 
not  be  felt  by  the  hand  passing  over  it,  with  the  shirt  between. 
This  small  cord  was  found  to  conceal  on  the  inside  of  his  left 
thigh,  a  fine  steel  saw  plate,  two  inches  broad  and  ten  inches 
long,  the  teeth  neatly  cut  on  both  the  edges,  no  doubt  of  his 
own  work.  After  this  discovery  we  put  on  him  light  handcuffs,; 
secured  his  chains  with  padlocks  again,  and  set  four  men  to 
watch  him  the  whole  night.  The  next  day  we  secured  the  in- 
ner grate,  filling  the  squares  with  brick,  lime  and  sand,  leaving 
a  space  at  the  upper  corner  of  only  four  by  five  inches,  in  which 
was  inserted  a  pane  of  glass  in  the  centre  of  the  wall.  This 
small  opening  in  a  wall  three  feet  thick,  admitted  little  or  no 
light,  so  that  the  room  was  rendered  almost  a  dungeon,  which 
prevented  the  prisoner  from  being  seen  at  any  time  from  the 
door  without  the  light  of  a  candle.  From  this  time  we  never 
entered  the  prison  without  candles  and  two  or  three  men. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Judge 
Chipman,  to  which  I  received  the  following  answer : — 

•*  Saint  John,  .November  14,  1811  —Dear  Sir,— 1  received  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday relating  to  the  new  attoropti*  of  II.  M.  Smith  to  e-ocape.  I  have  forwarded! 
the  same  to  Frederioton,  and  preiname  that  a  Court  will  be  ordered  fur  his  trial 
as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  fur  the  Atate  of  the  travelling,  and  the  neoesnity  of 
procuring  the  witness  from  Nova  iScutia  ;  though  1  should  8uppo8e  not  before  tb& 
ice  mak<».  In  the  mean  time  the  utmost  vigilance  and  precaution  ^ust  be  made 
uie  of  to  secure  him  ;  you  will  be  justified  in  any  measures  of  severity  that  yoo 
loay  find  it  necessary  to  adopt  for  this  purpose. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  faithfoUy  yours, 

Walter  Bates,  Esq.  WARD  CHIPMAN." 

Wednesday,  the  16th,  we  entered  the  prison  and  fonnd  that 
he  had  been  employed  in  breaking  the  plaster  off  the  partition 
wall  with  his  chains,  and  broken  one  of  the  padlocks,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  been  loose  ;  seemed  very  vicious,  and  said  *•  he 
would  burn  and  destroy  the  building — would  make  it  smoke 
before  he  left  it,^'  and  that  we  would  sec  It  smoke.  I  then  pre- 
pared a  pair  of  steel  fetters,  case  hardened,  about  10  inchc  a 
long,  which  we  put  on  his  legs,  with  a  chain  from  the  middle,  7 
feet  long,  which  we  stapled  to  the  floor ;  we  also  put  an  iron 
collar  about  his  neck,  with  a  chain  about  8  feet  long,  stapled 
also  to  the  floor  in  a  direction  opposite  to  the  other;  and  also  a 
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chain  from  his  fetters  to  the  neck  collar,  with  handcufis  bolted  to 
the  middle  of  h:s  chain  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  \\U  hands 
from  reaching  his  head  and  feet  when  standing,  leaving  it  just 
possible  for  him  to  feed  himself  when  sitting.  All  these  irons 
and  chain?>iio  received  without  discovering  theleast  concern  or 
regard.  When  the  blacksmith  had  finished  riveting  the  whole, 
I  said  to  him,  "  Now,  Smith,  t  would  advise  you  to  be  quiet 
after  this,  for  if  you  are  not  you  will  next  have  «n  iron  band 
put  round  your  body  and  stapled  fast  down  to  the  floor.''  He 
visry  calmly  replied,  "OKI  nuin,  if  you  are  not  satisfied,  you 
may  put  it  on  now.  I  do  not  regard  it,  if  you  will  let  me  have 
my  hands  loose  you  may  put  on  as  much  iron  as  you  please.  I 
care  not  for  ail  your  iron.**  In  this  situation  we  left  him,  load- 
ed with  irons,  the  entire  weight  of  which  was  forty-six  pounds, 
and  without  any  thing  to  sit  or  lie  upon  but  the  naked  floor. 
Although  he  was  thus  situated  and  in  an  entire  dungeon,  he 
appeared  not  in  the  least  humbled  ;  but  becamo  more  trouble- 
some and  noisy,  and  exceedingly  vicious  against  the  jailer. 
Despair  and  madness  seemed  now  to  seize  him,  and  raving  and 
roaring  would  unite  with  the  uttei'ance  of  prayers  and  portions 
of  the  Scriptures.  AVith  a  tremendous  voice  he  would  cry  out, 
^'  Oh  you  crnel  devils — you  murderers—you  man-slayers — ^you 
tormentors  of  man  !  How  I  burn  to  be  revenged  ;  help,  help, 
help  me ;  Lord  help  me  to  be  revenged  of  those  devils ;  help 
me  that  I  might  tear  up  this  place,  that  I  may  turn  it  upside 
•down,  that  there  may  not  be  one  stick  or  stone  of  it  left.  My 
hair  shall  not  be  shorn,  nor  my  nails  cut,  till  I  grow  as  strong 
as  Sampson,  then  will  1  be  revenged  of  all  my  enemies.  Help, 
help,  0  Lord  help  me  to  destroy  these  tormentors,  murderers 
of  man,  tormenting  me  in  chains  and  darkness;''  shouting, 
**  darkness,  darkness,  O  darkness — not  light  to  read  the  Word 
of  God, — not  one  word  of  comfort  from  any.  All  is, — ^yon 
rogue,  you  thief,  30uvillian, — j^ou  deserve  to  be  hanged.  No 
pity,  not  one  word  of  consolation, — all  darkness,  all  trouble  ;'' 
singing,  **  trouble,  trouble,  trouble  ;  O  God  help  mo,  and  have 
niCi^cy  upon  m,ej  tfear  there  is  no  mercy  for  nie; — ^}'os,  there 
is  mercy,  it  is  in  Jesus,  whose  arms  stand  open  to  receive ;  but 
how  shall  I  dare  to  look  at  him  whom  I  have  offended.*'  Then 
be  would  call  upon  his  parents,  and  deprecate  his  wicked  life; 
then  rave  again,  "murderers,  tormentors,  consider  you  have 
souls  to  save,  consider  you  have  souls  to  lose  as  well  as  I  a  poor 
prisoner ;  consider  you  have  children  that  may  be  brought  to 
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-trouble  as  well  asl;  consider  I  have  pftrents  as  well  as  they. 
<) !  if  my  parents  knew  ray  situation,  it  would  kill  them.  My 
wife,  begone  from  my  siffht;  why  will  you  torment  me !  It  \z 
for  you  that  I  suffer  all  my  sorrow, — it  is  for  you  my  heart 
bleeds.  Not  a  friend  comes  to  see  me, — nothing  before  me  but 
pain  and  sorrow,  chains  and  darkness,  misery  and  death.  O ! 
wretched  me,  bow  long  am  I  to  suffer  in  this  place  of  torment ! 
Am  I  to  linger  a  life  of  pain  and  soi*row  in  chains  and  misery? 
Kg,  I  will  cut  the  thread  of  life  and  be  relieved  from  this  place 
of  darkness  and  trouble;"  singing,  "trouble,  trouble/trouble," 
a  thousand  times  repeated.  In  this  manner  he  continued  rav- 
ing till  he  became  very  hoarse  and  exhausted,  would  take  no 
notice  of  anything  that  was  said  to  him,  and  finally  left  off  speak- 
ing entirely. 

The  weather  having  become  very  cold,  he  was  allowed  his 
berth  again,  with  a  comfortable  bed  of  str^^w  and  blankets ;  but 
the  blankets  had  to  be  taken  away  from  him  again,  on  account 
of  his  having  attempted  to  hang  himself  with  one  of  them  made 
into  a  rope.  He  next  attempted  to  starve  himself,  but  this  he 
gave  over,  after  having  fasted  three  or  four  days.  He  now 
dropped  into  a  state  of  quietness,  and  lay  in  his  bed  the  most 
of  the  time,  day  as  well  as  night ;  but  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber we  found  on  examining  bis  prison,  that  he  had  broken  the 
iron  collar  from  his  neck,  and  drawn  the  staple  from  the  timber ; 
but  replaced  it  again  so  as  to  prevent  detection. 

On  the  17th,  we  put  a  chain  about  his  neck,  and  stapled  it  to 
the  floor  in  such  a  manner  that  he  could  not  reach  either  of  the 
staples.  In  this  situation  he  remained  secure  and  rather  more 
quiet,  yet  with  occasional  shouting  and  screaming  until  the 
15th  of  January.  The  weather  having  now  become  very  cold, 
and  no  fire  allowed  him,  fears  were  entertained  that  he  mi^ht 
freeze ;  to  prevent  which  it  became  necessary  to  remove  bis 
irons,  which,  with  the  exception  of  his  fetters  and  handcuffs, 
were  accordingly  taken  off.  For  this  relief  Smith  shewed  no 
sign  of  thankfulness,  but  became  more  noisy  and  troublesome, 
especially  in  the  night,  disturbing  all  within  the  reach  of  his 
voice,  with  screeching  and  howling,  and  all  manner  of  hideous 
noises,  entirely  unlike  the  human  voice,  and  tremendously  loud, 
even  beyond  conception.  In  this  manner  he  continued  for  five 
months,  occasionally  committing  violence  upon  himself  and 
breaking  his  chains,  during  which  period  he  could  never  be 
surprised  into  the  utterance  of  one  single  word  or  articulate 
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sound,  and  took  no  notice  of  any  person  or  thing,  or  of  what 
was  said  to  him,  no  more  than  if  ho  had  beeiS  a  dumb,  senseless 
animal;  yet  performing  many  curious  and  astonishing  actions 
as  will  be  related  hereafter. 

In  the  New  Testament,  which  he  always  kept  by  him,  a  leaf 
was  observed  to  be  turned  down,  under  which,  upon  examina- 
tion, was  found  the  following  »Scripture,  in  the  3rd  Chapter 
of  lat  Corinthians,  "And  I,  brethren,  could  not  speak  unto 
you,''  &c. 

The  weather  having  been  intensely  cold  throughout  the 
aionth  of  January,  and  he  having  had  no  fire,  great  fears  were 
entertained  that  he  must  perish  from  cold,  but  astonishing  to 
relate  his  hands  and  feet  were  always  found  to  be  warm, 
and  even  his.chains  !  In  February,  when  the  weather  began 
to  moderate  a  little,  he  became  more  troublesome ;  began  to 
tear  off  the  lime,  wall  and  lathing,  from  the  partition,  and  break 
everything  he  could  reach.  A  strong  iron-hooped  bucket  that 
contained  his  drink  he  broke  all  to  pieces  ;  the  hoops  he  broke 
up  into  pieces  not  exceeding  three  inches  long,  and  would 
throw  the  pieces  with  such  dexterity,  though  haiMlcuifed,  as  to 
put  out  the  candle  when  the  jailor  would  bring  the  light  to  the 
wicket  door  to  examine  what  he  was  doing. 

As  the  weather  moderated  he  became  more  noisy  and  vicious, 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  letter  which  1  received  from  the 
jailer  on  the  lOtli  February : 


0*r 


**  Dear  Siit, — There  must  be  something  done  \irith  Sroitb— he  is  determined  to 
let  me  know  what  he  U  if  no  one  else  does, — he  sleeps  in  the  day  time,  and  when 
1  go  to  tell  him  to  keep  still  at  night,  be  yells  so  as  not  to  hear  what  I  say  to 
him.  Instead  of  thanks  for  taking  off  his  irons,  lie  makes  all  the  noises  he  can 
by  yelling  and  screaming  all  night,  and  knocking  very  loud  all  night  with  some 
part  of  bis  irons.  I  wish  you  would  come  up  ear^  and  advise  wTiat  is  best  to  be 
done.  W.  DIBBLE.*' 

,  I  came  to  the  jail  accordinglyj  and  found  his  irons  uninjured, 
and  to  prevent  him  from  using  his  hands  so  freely,  locked  a 
chain  from  his  fetters  to  his  handcuffs,  and  left  him. 

On  Sunda^r,  two  gentlemen  from  Nova  Scotia,  at  the  request 
of  Smith's  wife,  came  to  make  enouiry  after  him.  I  went  with 
them  to  the  jail  to  see  if  he  would  speak  or  take  any  notice  of 
them,  or  of  what  they  would  say  to  him  from  his  wife.  They 
told  him  that  his  wife  wished  to  know  if  he  would  have  her 
come  to  see  him,  and  what  she  would  do  with  the  colt  he  left; 
that  she  would  sell  it  for  two  hundred  dollars,  and  have  the 
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money  sent  to  him.  But  all  they  said  had  no  efiect  on  him,  any 
more  than  if  he  had  been  a  lifeless  statue,  which  convinced  us 
that  he  would  go  to  the  gallows  without  speaking  a  word  or 
changing  his  countenance. 

The  next  week  he  became  more  restless  and  vicious,  and  on 
Sunday,  on  going  into  the  jail  with  Mr.  Rulofson,  from  Hamp- 
ton, and  Mr.  Griffith,  from  Woodstock,  found  he  had  broken 
up  part  of  his  berth,  had  broken  his  chain  from  the  handcuffs, 
leaving  one  link  to  the  staple,  the  parted  links  concealed  ;  tore 
up  part  of  his  bedding  and  stopped  the  funnel  of  the  neces- 
sary. It  appeared  also  that  he  had  been  at  the  grates;  but 
how  he  got  there  was  a  m^'stery,  for  the  chain,  by  which  his 
legs  were  bound,  was  unbroken,  and  the  staple  fast  in  the  tim- 
ber. We  then  raised  the  staple  and  again  put  on  the  chain  to 
his  handcuffs,  fastening  the  staple  in  another  place,  more  out 
of  his  reach. 

The  next  day  I  found. he  had  again  broken  the  chain  from 
his  handcuffs  and  torn  oft'a  large  portion  of  lathing  and  plaster- 
ing from  the  middle  wall.  Finding  this,  I  determined  t6  con- 
fine him  more  closely  than  ever,  and  so  put  a  chain  from  his 
feet  round  his  neck,  stapled  to  the  floor,  securing  the  handcuffs 
to  the  middle  of  the  chain;^  He  had  already  giVen  such  mys- 
terious and  astonishing  proofs  of  his  str6nii;th  and  invention^ 
that  I  feared  he  would  finally  baffle  all  my  ingenuity  to  prevent 
his  escape.  The  twisting  of  the  iron  collar  from  his  neck  and 
drawing  the  staple  from  the  timber,  was  a  feat  that  filled  every 
one  with  wonder.  The  collar  was  made  of  a  flat  bar  of  iron,  an 
linch  and  a  half  wide,  with  the  edges  rounded.  This  he  twist- 
led  as  if  it  were  a  piece  of  leather,  and  broke  it  into  two  parts, 
]which  no  man  of  common  strength  could  have  done  with  one 
3nd  of  the  bar  fastened  in  a  smith's  vice.    The  broken  collar 

ms  kept  a  long  time  and  shown  to  many  a  wonderer.  As  might 
)e  expected,  his  wrists  were  frequently  much  swelled  and  very 
sore  from  his  exertion  to  break  and  get  loose  from  his  irons ; 
^et  he  appeared  as  insensible  and  as  regardless  of  his  situation 
IS  if  he  had  in  reality  been  a  furious  maniac. 

Notwithstanding  the  seeming  insanity  which  characterized 
[hese  works  of  his  in  the  prison,  yet  other  parts  of  his  perfor- 

lauco  there  indicated  the  most  astonishing  genius  and  inveu- 
|ion ;  perhaps  in  a  manner  and  degree  unequalled  in  the  mem-^ 
Vy  ot  man.    On  the  1st  of  March,  on  entering  his  prison  in 
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the  evening,  we  foand  him  walking  in  front  of  an  effigy  or 
Uken^^a  of  his  to'/Cf  which  he  had  made  and  placed  before  him 
against  the  wall  as  larse  as  life.  When  the  light  was  thrown 
upon  this  scene,  which  he  had  prepared  and  got  tip  in  the  dark, 
it  not  only  filled  us  with  amas^ement,  but  drew  out  all  the  sen- 
sibilities of  the  heart  with  the  magic  pf  a  tragedy,  not  so  much 
imaginary  as  real.  This  effigy  he  intended  to  represent  his  wife, 
visiting  his  wretched  abode,  and  manifesting^  signs  of  disconso- 
lation,  anguish  and  despfiir,  on  beholding  her  wretched  hus- 
band moving  before  her  in  .chains  and  iietters,  with  dejected 
mien,  and  misery  and  despair  depicted  2n  his  countenance. 
The  effigy  was  formed  out  of  his  bedding  and  the  clothes  and 
shirt  he  tore  oflf  his  body,  together  with  a  trough  three  or  four 
feet  m  length,  which  was  used  in  the  jail  to  contain  water  for 
his  drink.  Rough  as  the  materials  were,  yet  he  desplayed  such 
ingenuity  in  its  formation,  and  conducted  the  scene  in  a  man- 
ner 30  affecting,  that  the  effect  it  produced  when  viewed  with 
the  light  of  the  candles,  was  really  astonishing,  and  had  a  kind 
of  masrical  power  in  drawins:  out  the  sympathies  of  every  one 
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who  witnessed  it. 

He  continued  noisy  and  troublesome  till  the  5th  of  March, 
when  we  took  His  irons  off;  and  caused  him  to  wash  himself 
and  comb  his  hair,  which  had  not  been  cut  since  he  was  put  in 
jail ;  neither  had  his  beard  been  shaved.  On  receiving  a  piece 
of  soap  for  washing,  he  ate  a  part,  and  used  th«  rest.  We  then 
gave  him  a  clean  shirt,  which  he  put  on  himself  with  the  rest 
of  his  clothing,  after  which  we  replaced  his  irons,  which  he 
received  in  the  same  manner  as  an  ox  would  his  yoke,  or  a  horse 
his  harness. 

The  term  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  now  coming 
on,  which  required  much  of  my  attention  for  the  necessary  pre- 
parations ;  and  Mr.  Dibble,  the  jailer,  being  about  to  remove  to 
Sussex  Vale,  to  take  charge  of  the  Academy  there,  my  situa- 
tion began  to  look  rathor  awkward  and  unpleasant.  Accord- 
ingly the  jailer  moved  away  on  the  11th  of  March,  after  the 
sitting  of  the  Court,  and  from  the  extraordinary- trouble  which 
the  prisoner  was  known  to  have  given,  I  had  little  hope  of  find- 
ing any  one  who  would  be  willing  to  take  the  charge.  How- 
ever, 1  prevailed  with  Mr.  James  Reid  (a  man  in  whom  I  could 
confide)  to  undertake  the  charge  of  him ;  who,  with  his  family, 
moved  into  the  house  the  day  following. 
.    After  this,  Smith  appeared  more  cheerful,  and  became  rather 
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more  quiet,  until  the  24 th  of  March,  when  I  was  called  on  by 
the  jailer,  and  informed  that  Smith  was  attempting  to  break 
through  the  partition  where  the  stove-pipe  passed  through  into 
the  debtorsV  room.  On  entering  the  jail  we  found  him  loose 
from  all  his  irons, — his  neck-chain  was  broken  into  throe  pieces ; 
the  clain  from  his  neck  to  his  feet  into  three  piece?  ;  his  screw 
handcuffs. into  four  pieces,  and  all  hanging  on  nails  in.  the  par- 
tition. His  great  coat  was  torn  into  two  parts,  through  the 
back,  and  then  rent  into  small  strips,  one  of  which  he  used  as 
a  belt,  and  supported  with  it  a  wooden  sword  which  he  had 
formed  out  of  a  lath,  and  with  which  he  amused  himself  by 
going  through  the  "  sword  exercise,"  which  he  appeared  to 
understand  very  well.  The  chains  from  his  legs  were  disin- 
gaged  from  the  staples,  and  tied  together  with  a  strip  of  the 
torii"  coat.  His  hands,  his  feet,  and  his  clothes,  were  all  bloody ; 
and  his  whole  appearance  presented  that  of  an  infuriated  mad- 
man. There  were  present  on  this  occasion  Messrs.  Daniel 
Mic!  eau,  Moses  Foster,  George  Raymond,  Walker  Tisdale,  the 
Jailer,  and  some  others.  I  then  raised  the  staple,  secured  him 
by  the  leg  chain,  put  on  a  pair  of  stiff  handcuffs,  and  added  a 
chain  to  his  neck,  stapled  to  the  floor.  In  this  situation  we 
left  him  until  the  28th,  when  I  was  again  called  by  the  jailer, 
who  said  he  believed  he  wa^  loose  again,  and  about  some  mis- 
chief. On  entering  the  jail,  I  accordingly  found  him  loose, — 
the  chain  from  his  neck  in  three  parts  ;  he  had  beaten  the  lime 
off  the  wall  with  a  piece  of  his  chain  three  feet  long.  We  left 
him  for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  chains  repaired ;  at  night 
we  added  a  new  chain  from  his  fetters  to  his  neck,  and  stapled 
him  to  the  floor  with  a  chain  about  four  feet  long ;  v;e  secured 
his  handcuffs  to  the  chain  between  his  neck  and  feet,  so  that 
[when  standing,  he  could  not  reach  in  any  direction.  In  this 
situation  he  remained  until  the  31st,  spending  the  time  in  sing- 
I  iug  and  hallooing  occasionally.  I  was  then  a^ain  called  by  the 
jailer,  who,  on  opening  the  wicket-door,  found  a  piece  of  chain 
hanging  on  the  inside.  I  went  immediately  to  the  jail  and 
found  that  he  had  separated  alibis  chains,  had  tied  his  feet 
chain  to  the  staple  a^ain,  and  was  lying  in  his  bed  as  uncon- 
cerned as  if  nothing  had  happened,  having  a  piece  of  chain 
ftbouthis  neck.  We  then  took  his  bunk  bedstead  from  him, 
and  removed  everything  out  of  his  reach,  but  could  not  dis- 
cover by  what  means  he  could  separate  his  chains;  no  link  m 
his  chains  appeared  to  be  twisted,  nor  were  there  any  brokeri 
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links  to  be  seen ;  from  this  we  inferred  that  he  still  must  have 
some  means  of  cutting  his  chains.  At  this  moment,  however, 
it  occurred  to  us  that  he  might  have  the  broken  links  concealed 
in  the  privy.  We  accordingly  let  down  a  candle,  by  which  we 
could  see  the  bottom,  and  with  an  iron  hook  prepared  for  this 
purpose,  we  brought  up  a  bunch  of  broken  linKS  which  he  had 
tied  up  in  a  piece  of  his  shirt,  together  with  a  piece  of  his  neck- 
chain  a  foot  long.  This  convinced  us  that  he  had  not  destroyed 
his  chains  by  meaps  of  cutting  them,  but  by  the  application  of 
some  unknown  mysterious  power.  I  then  determined  to  break 
the  enchantment,  if  strength  of  chain  would  do  it,  and  added 
to  his  fetters  a  large  timber  chain,  which  had  been  used  as  the 
bunk-chain  of  a  bob  sled,  by  which  four  or  five  logs  were  usually 
hauled  to  a  mill  at  once.  The  chains  we  had  previously  ased 
were  of  a  size  between  that  of  a  common  ox-chain  and  a  large 
horse  trace-chain. 

Secured  in  this  manner  we  left  him,  and  on  the  6th  of  April 
found  his  neck-chain  parted  again.  1  then  replaced  it  with  a 
strong  ox- chain  about  seven  feet  long,  ftrmly  stapled  to  th& 
timber.  The  next  morning  the  jailer  informed  me  that  from 
the  uncommon  noise  he  made  in  the  night,  he  was  convinced 
he  must  be  loose  from  some  of  his  irons  or  chains.  I  then  con- 
cluded that  he  must  have  broken  his  steel  fetters,  as  I  judged  it 
impossible  for  human  strength  or  invention,  in  his  situation,  ta 
break  either  of  the  ox-chains ;  but  to  my  utter  astonish metft,  I 
found  the  ox-chain  parted  and  tied  with  a  string  to  the  staple, 
his  handcuffs,  fettei^,  and  log  chain  having  remamed  uninjured* 
We  fastened  the  ox-chain  to  his  neck  again,  by  driving  the 
staple  into  another  link.  After  this,  he  remained  more  quiet, 
his  wrists  having  been  much  galled  and  swelled  by  his  irons, 
and  bruised  and  rendered  sore  by  his  exertions  to  free  himself 
from  them. 

At  this  time  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : — 

St.  John,  March  15.— Dear  Sir,— At  length  I  enclose  yoa  the  precept  for  sam- 
uoning  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Jail  Delivery  in  your  County,  on 
Thursday,  the  30th  of  April,  for  the  trial  of  the  horse-atealer— 1  also  enclose 
a  letter  from  Major  King,  for  his  saddle  stolen  Irom  him  at  the  same  time. 

Yours,  Ac,  WARD  CHIPMAN. 

To  Waltkr  Bates,  &q  ,  High  Sheriff. 

After  this  our  prisoner  remained  for  some  time  rather  more 
peaceable,  and  amused  himself  with  braiding  straw,  which  ht> 


HENBY  MORE  SMITH, 


45 


did  in  a  curious  manner,  and  made  a  kind  of  straw  basket  wliicU 
he  hung  on  the  partition  to  contain  his  bread.  Sometimes  he 
^Yould  make  the  likeness  of  a  man,  and  sometimes  that  of  a 
woman,  and  place  them  in  postures  singularly  striking;  dis- 
covering much  curious  ingenuity.  At  this  he  would  amuse 
himself  in  the  day ;  but  spent  the  night  in  shouting  and  halloo- 
ing, and  beating  the  Hoor  with  his  chains. 

On  entering  the  jail,  we  discovered  the  image  or  likeness  of 
a  woman,  intended  to  represent  his  wife.  He  had  it  placed  in 
a  sitting  posture,  at  the  head  of  his  bed,  with  the  New  Testa- 
ment open  before  her,  as  though  reading  to  him,  while  he  sat 
in  the  attitude  of  hearing  with  serious  attention.  I  was  induc- 
ed to  look  into  the  New  Testament,  and  found  it  open  at  the 
12th  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  and  the  leaf  turned  down  on  the  58th 
verse,  which  read  as  follows:  "When  thou  goest  with  thine 
adversary  to  the  Magistrate,  as  thou  art  in  the  way^  give  dili- 
gence that  thou  mayest  be  delivered  from  him ;  lest  he  hale 
thee  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge  deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and 
the  oflScer  cast  thee  into  prison."  It  would  seem  as  though  he 
had  intended  to  represent  her  as  reproaching  him  for  his  escape 
from  the  constables  on  his  way  to  Kingston,  while  he  would  de- 
fend his  conduct  by  referring  to  the  above  portion  of  the  Scrip- 
ture. He  produced  many  other  likenesses,  which  he  would 
place  in  different  significant  postures,  manifesting  the  most 
remarkable  ingenuity  and  invention. 

A  Special  Court  for  his  trial  had  been  summoned  to  meet  at 
Kingston  on  the  20th  of  April ;  but  it  was  postponed  until  the 
4th  of  May,  on  account  of  the  ice  having  remained  unusually 
late  in  the  river,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  letter : — 

Saint  John,  5th  April,  1815.-rDear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  derailing; 
the  very  eztraordinary  conduct  of  the  culprit  in  your  custody.  There  is  certainly 
a  mystery  in  this  man's  means  and  character  which  is  unfathomable,  and  I  fear 
there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  with  him  on  the  trial.  Your  vigilance  and 
exertions  of  course  cannot  be  relaxed.  As  the  best  thing  to  be  done,  1  despatch- 
ed your  letter,  without  delay,  to  the  Attorney  General,  that  they  might  adopt,  at 
Head  Quarters,  any  such  measures  as  they  might  think  expedient  for  the  further 
safeguard  and  security  of  the  prisoner. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  W.  CHlPxMAN. 

To  W.  Bates,  Esq. 

Sunday,  16th  April.  1815.— Dear  Sir.— I  have  just  received,  by  express  from 
Fredericton,  a  letter  from  the  Attorney  General,  stating,  that  from  the  state  of 
the  river,  it  will  be  impracticable  for  him  to  be  at  Kingston  by  the  20th,  and  as 
he  haft  hitherto  taken  the  whole  barthen  of  the  trial  upon  himself,  it  cannot  g'> 
on  without  him.    From  the  circumstances,  therefo^re,  and  as  the  present  state  of 
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the  truTellins  would  probably  render  it  dangerous  to  my  fnthcr'H  hetiltti  (who  ig 
nnc  now  very  well)  to  held  the  Court  tbia  week,  he  has  deteriDined  to  put  it  off 
till  Thursday,  the  4th  of  May«  fur  which  day  he  wishes  you  to  summon  your  Jury, 
and  to  proclaim  the  holding  of  the  Court,  lie  regrets  much  giving  you  this  ad- 
ditional trouble:  but  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  extraordinary  backwardness  of 
the  season,  which  wss  not,  probably,  foreseen  when  it  was  recommended  to  hold 
the  Court  on  the  SOth  of  April.  1  have  not  time  to  forward  a  new  precept  by 
this  oonvevanoe ;  but  1  will  forward  one  in  time,  or  the  one  you  have  maybe 
altered.    This  can  be  easily  arranged  when  we  go  up  to  the  Court. 

Yours  truly,  W.  CIIIPMAN. 

W    Bates,  Esquire. 

The  Court  was  accordingly  proclaimed,  and  at  the  same  time 
I  wrote  a  letter,  inclosing  the  proclamation  to  Mr.  Dibble,  the 
former  jailer,  to  which  I  leceived  the  following  answer : — 

*'  Dear  Sir,— I  yesterday  received  your  letter,  inclosing  your  proclamation  of 
the  Circuit  Coutt,  for  the  trial  of  Smith,  the  horse-stealer.  1  shall  be  very  sorry 
if  Judge  Chipman's  health  should  be  such  as  to  prevent  bis  attending  the  trial. 
Should  the  Attorney  General  attempt  to  prosecute  on  recognizance  for  the  escape^ 
1  think  his  (the  Judge's)  influence  at  Court  would  prevent  it.  1  am  quite  of 
your  opinion,  that  it  will  be  the  most  difficult  case  that  has  yet  been  before  any 
Court  for  trial  in  this  county.  As  for  his  behaving  much  better  after  I  left  the 
jail,  it  was  what  1  expected  be  would  do,  to  put  Reid  off  his  guard.  Those  parts 
of  his  chains  that  were  hanging  in  convenient  situations,  were  powerful  weapons; 
and  had  Reid  come  into  the  jail  alone,  or  weok  handed,  he  would  have  felt  the 
weight  of  them.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  villain  with  all  his  art  and  cunnings 
should  manage  it  so  ill ;  and  it  seemb  altosetber  providental  that  from  the  begin- 
ning (except  his  sickness)  be  has  either  delayed  too  long  or  has  been  too  hasty, 
which  has  prevented  hisescape  before,  and  I  hope  and  trust  will  be  the  same  with 
you.  I  am  sorry  fax  the  trouble  you  have  with  him,  and  cooGdently  hope  and 
trust  he  will  not  evade  your  vigilance.  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  his 
conduct  to  need  my  advice.  I  roust  ciaim  from  you  the  particulars  of  his  con- 
duct at  the  trial.  1  remain  yours  truly,  W.  DIBBLE." 

W.  Bates,  Esquire. 

On  the  SOth  of  April,  I  went  to  the  jail  and  found  Smith  lying 
quietly  with  all  his  irons  and  chains  uninjured,  and  told  him 
that  on  Thursday  next,  the  4th  of  May,  he  must  have  his  trial 
before  the  Court  for  his  life  or  death;  and  that  Mr.  Pearson, 
the  Deputy  Sheriff  who  apprehended  him  at  Pictou,  had  come 
to  witness  against  him  ;  but  he  paid  no  attention  to  what  I  said. 
The  second  day  Mr.  Pearaon  came  to  see  him,  and  told  him 
that  his  (Smith's)  wife  was  coming  to  see  him;  but  he  took  no 
•notice  ot  him,  no  more  than  if  he  could  neither  see  nor  hear, 
and  set  at  defiance  all  attempts  to  extort  one  single  expression, 
as  though  he  were  destitute  of  every  sense. 

The  third  day  we  found  that  he  had  been  at  the  stone  wall, 
his  face  bruised  and  bloody.  I  renewed  my  attempts  to  elicit 
something  from  him,  by  telling  hina  that  the  next  day  he  would 
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be  brought  before  the  Court  for  his  trial ;  but  all  was  in  vain. 
He  gave  me  the  most  decided  indications  of  confirmed  insanity ;: 
parted  his  hands,  hallooed,  sang  without  articulating,  and  con- 
tinued to  sing  and  beat  the  floor  with  his  chains  the  mostot  the 
night. 

The  4th  of  May,  the  day  appointed  for  his  trial,  being  now 
come,  the  Coui-t  began  to  Hssemble  early  in  the  morning,  and 


Court  moved  in  procession  to  the  Court  House,  which  was  un- 
usually crowded  with  spectators.  After  the  opening  of  the- 
Court  in  the  usual  form,  the  prisoner  was  called  to  the  bar. 
The  jailer  and  four  constables  brought  him  and  placed  him  in- 
the  criminal's  box.  He  made  no  resistance,  nor  took  any  notice- 
of  the  Court,  and,  as  usual,  acted  the  fool  or  the  madman,  snap- 
ping his  fingers  and  patting  his  hands  ;  hehem^d  and  ha'd,  took 
off  his  shoes  and  socks,  tore  his  shirt.  Every  eye  was  fixed  on 
him  with  wonder  and  astonishment.  After  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral had  read  his  Indictment,  the  Judge  asked  him  how  he  plead- 
ed to  that  Indictment,  guilty  or  not  guilty.  He  stood  heedless 
and  silent,  without  regarding  what  was  said  to  him.  The  Judge 
then  remonstrated  with  him,  and  warned  him  that  if  he  stood 
mute  out  of  obstinacy,  his  trial  would  go  on,  and  he  would  be 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  putting  himself  on  his  country 
for  defence ;  and  that  sentence  would  be  given  against  him ; 
he  therefore  advised  him  to  plead  not  guilty.  He  still  con- 
tinued mute,  and  acting  the  fool  without  betraying  the  slight- 
est emotion.  The  Judge  then  directed  the  Sheriff  to  empannel 
a  Jury  of  twelve  men,  to  enquire  whether  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar  stood  mute  wilfully  and  obstinately,  or  by  the  visitation  of 
God.  From  the  evidence  brought  before  the  Jury  on  this  en- 
quiry, it  appeared  that  he  had  been  in  the  same  state  tor  th© 
three  months  preceding,  during  which  time  he  could  not  be 
surprised  into  the  utterance  of  one  word.  The  Jury  conse- 
quently returned  their  verdict  that  the  prisoner  stood  mute  by 
the  visitation  of  God. 

The  Judge  then  directed  theAttorney  General  to  enter  the 
plea  of  not  guilty  ;  and  Counsel  for  the  prisoner  was  admitted. 
The  Court  then  adjourned  till  ten  o^clock  the  next  morning. 
The  next  morning,  Friday,  the  Court  assembled  accordingly, 
and  the  prisoner  waa  again  brought  to  the  bar,  and  placed  in 
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the  criminars  box  as  before.  Ue  sat  down  quietly,  and  maiii- 
tainod  his  usual  silence  and  inattontioa.  The  most  profound 
silence  reigned  in  the  Court,  which  was  still  crowded  witli 
spectators,  and  every  eye  was  fixed  on  the  prisoner  with  the 
most  eager  attention  The  Judge  then  arose,  and  observed 
that  the  prisoner  appeared  more  calm,  this  morning,  and  direct- 
ed the  Attorney  General  to  proceed  with  the  trial. 

After  the  Jury  had  been  empannelled  and  had  taken  their 
seats,  and  the  witnesses  brought  before  the  Court,  the  prisoner 
was  ordered  to  stand  up  for  his  defence ;  hold  up  his  hand,  and 
hear  the  evidence;  but  he  still  maintained  the  same  disregard 
and  indiflerence,  giving  no  attention  to  anything  that  was  said 
to  him.  The  constables  were  then  directed  to  hold  up  his  hand, 
but  to  this  he  offered  the  most  determined  resistance,  and  fought 
and  struggled  with  them  so  furiously,  that  they  were  unable  to 
manage  him.  They  then  procured  a  cord  and  pinioned  his 
arms ;  but  this  was  of  no  avail ;  he  would  flounce  and  clear 
himself  from  them  all,  as  though  he  had  the  strength  of  some 
furious  animal. 

They  then  procured  a  rope  and  lashed  his  arms  back  to  the 
railings  of  the  box  ;  but  he  still  continued  his  struggling,  and 
reaching  the  railings  before  him  would  break  them  Tike  a  pipe- 
stem.  They  then  procured  another  rope  and  bound  his  hands 
together,  and  secured  them  to  the  railing  in  opposite  directions. 
Finding  himself  overpowered  in  his  hands,  he  immediately 
availed  himself  of  his  feet,  with  which  he  kicked  most  lustily, 
and  soon  demolished  all  the  railing  in  h'ont  of  the  box;  notwith- 
standing all  the  eflforts  of  the  constables  to  prevent  him.  An- 
other rope  was  then  procured,  and  his  feet  bound  each  way 
from  the  posts  of  the  box,  so  that  he  was  rendered  incapable 
of  further  mischief.  After  securing  him  in  this  manner,  all  the 
constables  being  in  readiness  for  his  movements,  while  he  him- 
self sat  as  unconcerned  afi  though  nothing  had  happened,  the 
Attorney  General  r  joceeded  to  read  his  Indictment,  in  which 
the  prisoner  st>.v;.f  charged  with  having  feloniously  stolen  a 
certain  bay  horse,  the  property  of  Frederick  Willis  Knox,  Esq., 
of  the  value  of  thirty-five  pounds.  Mr.  Knox  having  been 
fiworn,  stated  the  manner  of  his  pursuit  after  the  prisoaer,  with 
all  the  circumstances,  until  he  came  to  Truro,  as  has  already 
been  detailed.  At  Truro  he  engaged  Mr.  Pearson,  Deputy 
Sheriftj  to  pursue  on  to  Pictou,  whither  he  was  informed  the 
prisoner  had  gone  to  sell  the  horse. 


HENR  Y  MOltE  SMITH, 


4D 


Mr.  PotcMs,  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  on  the  cross-examination 
of  Mr.  Knox,  askul  liim  how  lie  wrote  his  christian  name — 
"Willis"  nr  "  Willd."  lie  answered,  "I  am  christened  and 
named  after  my  t^od-father,  Lord  North,  the  Earl  of  Wills- 
borough,  and  I  never  write  my  name  Willis.  Mr.  Peters  then 
produced  authorities  to  show  where  one  letter  omitted  or  in- 
serted in  a  nun's  name  ha<l  quashed  an  indiclment,  and  moved 
that  the  iirit^oner  be  discharged  from  this  indictment.  This 
move  wa8  over-ruled  by  the  Judge,  but  was  reserved  for  a 
(juestion  in  the  Court  above. 

The  witness  Pearson  having  been  sworn,  deposed  and  said, 
that  he  pursued  after  the  prisoner  the  whole  night,  and  early 
the  next  morning  was  shown  the  prisoner,  and  arrested  him  on 
suspicion  of  having  stolen  the  horse,  and  told  him  that  the 
owner  of  the  horse  would  j-oon  be  present.  He  seemed  but 
little  surprised,  and  only  replied  that  he  came  honestly  by  the 
horse.  The  witness  further  stated,  that  ho  then  asked  the 
prisoner  where  the  horse  was,  who  unhesitatingly  pointed  to 
the  house  where  ho  soon  after  found  him.  Witness  went  on  to 
state  that  he  took  the  prisoner  before  a  Justice  for  examination, 
and  thence  to  the  jail  at  Pictou.  That  he  then  went  to  the  house 
which  the  prisoner  had  pointed  out  to  him,  and  there  found  the 
horse;  that  he  returnecl  homewards  with  the  horse  about  ten 
miles,  and  met  Mr.  Knox,  who  immediately  knew  the  horse,  and 
called  his  name  *'  Britain.''  That  they  then  returned  to  Pictou, 
where  the  prisoner  remained  in  jail,  and  on  examination  was 
found  to  have  in  his  possession  a  watch,  and  about  tit^teen  gui- 
neas in  money,  with  a  number  of  watch  seals  and  other  articles, 
some  of  which  it  appeared  he  had  stolen  on  his  way  as  he  escap- 
ed with  tlie  horse.  That  he  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  a 
constable  and  Mr.  Knox,  to  be  conveyed  by  a  warrant  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  the  jail  at  King's  County,  in  New  Brunswick. 
That  before  he  was  taken  from  the  jail  at  Pictou  he  had  cut 
the  bolt  of  his  handcuffs  nearly  through,  and  had  ii;-. fully  con- 
cealed it,  which  was  fortunately  discovered,  and  nev\-  handcuffs 
provided;  otherwise  he  must  certainly  have  escaped  from  his 
keepers  before  he  arrived  at  Kingston. 

The  circumstances  against  the  prisoner  were,  that  he  gave 
contradictory  statements  as  to  the  way  in  which  he  came  by  the 
horse  ;  at  one  time  asserting. that  he  bought  him  from  a  pedlar; 
at  another,  from   a  Frei)chman ;   again,  that   he  swapped  for 
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him  ;  and  at  Amliorst  prodaced  a  receipt  for  money  paid  iu 
oxchango 

The  Counsel  for  tlie  prisoner,  in  cross-examining,  asked  Mr. 
Knox,  did  you  evci*  see  the  prisoner  in  possession  of  the  horse? 
*' No  ;  but  he  acknowledc^ed  it.''  "Did  von  ev^er  liear  him  ac- 
knowledge  that  he  was  in  possession  of  the  horse  in  any  other 
way  than  by  saying  became  honestly  by  hiia  ?"  "No."  iMr. 
Pearson  was  cross-examined  in  the  same  manner,  and  answered 
to  the  same  effect. 

Mr,  Peters,  in  defence  of  the  prisoner,  produced  authorities 
to  show  t!iat  by  the  evidence  the  prisoner  was  not  taken  in  the 
manner  as  stated  in  the  declaration,  and  that  it  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  prove,  in  a  general  way,  how  he  came  in  possession 
of  the  ]  >rse,  which  he  was  able  to  do  by  a  receipt  be  produced 
for  ti  •  aoney  paid  in  exchange,  the  best  general  evidence  that 
can  be  given,  as  such  is  the  common  way  in  dealing  in  horses. 
lie  acknowledged  that  if  the  prisoner  had  been  taken  on  the 
back  of  tlie  horse  he  would  then  have  been  taken  in  the  man- 
ner as  stated  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  consequently  bound 
to  prove  how  he  came  in  possession ;  but  in  the  present  case, 
he  himself,  or  any  one  present,  might  have  been  in  this  unfor- 
tunate prisoner's  situation ;  dragged  to  the  prison,  to  Court, 
and  to  the  gallows,  because  he  could  not  produce  the  persor. 
who  actually  sold  him  the  horse.  The  prosecutor  had  not  pro- 
duced any  evidence  of  the  horse  ever  having  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  prisoner,  any  other  way  than  by  his  own  confession ; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  Jury  would  not  hesitate  to  find  that  the 
prisoner  was  not  taken  in  the  manner  as  stated  in  the  decla- 
ration, but  would  pronounce  him,  by  their  verdict,  "Not 
Guilty." 

The  Judge,  in  his  charge  to  the  Jury,  overruled  the  plea,  by 
stating  to  the  Jury  that  his  having  been  taken  in  the  manner, 
was  proved  by  the  various  accounts  he  gave  of  his  getting  pos- 
session of  the  horse,  thus  rendering  himself  liable  to  prove  how 
he  came  by  him,  or  to  stand  guilty  of  having  feloniously  taken 
him,  as  stated  in  the  Indictment.  That  they  had  heard  the  wit- 
nesses, and  if,  from  the  evidence  and  circumstances  before  them, 
they  were  fully  satisfied  that  the  prisoner,  at  the  bar  had  taken 
the  horse  feloniously,  as  stated  in  the  Indictment,  they  would 
find  him  Guilty;  but  if  they  had  any  doubts,  that  leaning  to 
mercy,  they  would  find  him  Not  Guilty. 

While  the  Jury  was  out,  the  Sheriff  invited  the  Court  and 
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other  Gentlemen  to  visit  the  jail,  where  they  were  shown  tho 
irons  and  chains,  and  the  situation  in  which  the  prisoner  had 
been  placed.  Tlio  Judge  observed  that  it  was  fortunate  the 
prisoner  had  been  sent  to  Kingston  Jail,  as  no  other  jail  in  the 
Province  would  have  kept  him. 

The  Jury,  after  an  absence  of  about  two  hours,  returned  with 
a  verdict  of  "Guilty.''  Tho  Judge  then  proceeded  to  pass 
upon  him  the  awful  sentence  of  the  Liw,  "  Death,  without  the 
benefit  of  Clergy  ;''  but  tlie  criminal  remained  unmoved  and 
unaftected,  and  continued  shouting  and  hallooing.  The  Court 
asked  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner  whether  he  had  anything  to 
oiferin  arrest  of  judgment,  or  why  the  sentence  of  Deatli  should 
not  be  executed  upon  him.  Mr.  Peters  then  rose  and  produced 
authorities  to  show  that  the  present  law  that  took  away  "  the 
b3nelife  of  Clergy"  for  horsc-skaUng,  was  not  in  force  in  this 
Colony,  and  that  it  could  not  be  construed  to  be  in  force,  and 
must  be  a  question  to  be  decided  in  the  Higher  Court,  where 
he  hoped  to  have  the  honor  of  discussing  it.  The  Judge  ad- 
mitted the  plea ;  but  gave  liis  opinion  against  him. 

The  business  being  ended,  the  prisoner  was  returned  to  his 
cell,  where  he  received  his  chains  with  willingness  and  appar- 
ent satisfaction  ;  and  the  Court  adjourned  without  delay.  The 
Attorney  General,  however,  gave  me  to  understand  that  the 
prisoner  would  not  be  executed  immediately;  and  requested 
that  I  would  observe  his  behaviour,  and  inform  him  by  letter 
I  the  particulars  of  his  conduct.  The  next  morning  I  visited 
him,  and  observed  to  him  that  he  was  now  under  sentence  of 
death,  and  he  would  be  allowed  only  one  pound  of  bread  every 
day,  with  water,  during  the  short  time  he  had  to  live.  That  as 
soon  as  the  death  warrant  was  signed  by  the  President,  he  would 
be  executed,  and  that  a  short  time  only  w^as  left  him  to  prepare 
for  the  dreadful  event.  But  he  paid  no  attention  :  patted  his 
hands,  sang  and  acted  the  fool  as  usual.  One  of  Iiis  visitors 
being  much  surprised  at  his  insensibility,  observed  to  him, 
"Smith,  it  is  too  late  for  you  to  deceive  any  more  ;  j^our  fate 
is  fixed  now,  and  you  bad  better  employ  your  little  time  in  mak- 
ling  your  peace  with  God,  than  to  act  the  fool  any  longer.''  On 
lour  next  visit  to  the  jail,  which  was  soon  after,  we  found  his 
[Testament  open,  and  a  leaf  turned  down  on  the  following  pas- 
sage— "  If  any  man  among  you  seemeth  to  be  wise,  let  him 
[become  a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wise.''  From  this  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  he  either  founded  his  pretended  insanity  on  Scrip- 
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ture  precept,  or  affected  to  do  so ;  yet  it  cannot  be  supposecl 
that  he  intended  us  to  know  what  use  he  made  of  this  Scripture, 
as  he  must  have  known  that  our  conclusion  would  be  that  he 
was  "  more  rogue  than  fool.'* 

I  kept  him  nine  days  on  bread  and  water,  during  -which  time 
he  manifested  no  sign  of  hunger,  more  than  when  fed  with  four 
times  his  allowance,  and  tore  off  every  particle  of  his  clothini^, 
leaving  himself  entirely  naked.  After  this  time,  I  allowed  him 
other  provisions,  and  his  subsequent  behaviour  was  briefly 
stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  afterwards  pub- 
lished in  the  "Royal  Gazette."  The  following  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  letter,  as  it  appeared  in  this  paper,  July  11th,  1815  : 

"  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  High  Sheriff  of  King's  County  :— 

*•  Kingston,  June  S56th,  1815  —My  dear  Sir,— Having  heard  nothing  from  you 
since  the  late  Jail  Delivery  at  King's  County,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you 
some  circumstances  of  the  criminal  llenry  More  Smith,  since  his  trial  and  sen- 
tence After  securing  him  ^ith  strong  chains  to  his  neck  and  legs,  and  with 
handcuffs,  he  continued  beating  the  floor,  hallooing  day  and  night  with  littie  in- 
termission, making  different  sounds;  sometimes  with  jinking  his  chains,  and 
sometimes  without,  apparently  in  different  parts  ot  the  jail,  insomuch  that  the 

i'ailer  frequently  pent  for  me,  supposing  he  must  bo  loose  from  his  c^iins,  which 
.  conceived  and  frequently  observed  was  impossible,  being  far  beyca/f  •»?  power 
of  human  strength  or  invention,  in  his  situation  ;  but  on  the  24th  o  j  going 
into  the  jail  early  in  the  morning,  (after  examining  his  chains  at  it.  >  ^  ok  the 
day  before,)  I  found  three  links  of  his  heaviest  chains  separated,  and  lying  on 
the  floor,  being  part  of  the  chain  without  the  staple.  He  continued  in  the  same 
Kay  until  the  2nd  of  June,  when  we  found  the  largest  chain  parted  about  the 
middle  and  tied  with  a  string,  which  clearly  proves  that  irons  and  chains  are  no 
security  for  him.  I  then  put  on  a  light  chain,  with  which  he  has  been  ever  since. 
I  never  discovered  him  at  work  at  anything,  but  he  frequently  produced  effigies 
or  likenesses,  very  striking,  representing  his  wife.  He  now  produced  an  eflSgy  ot 
a  man  in  perfect  shape,  with  his  features  painted,  and  joints  to  all  his  limbs,  and 
dressed  him  in  clothes  that  be  had  made  in  good  shape  and  fashfon  out  of  clothes 
he  had  torn  ofi  himself,  (being  now  naked,)  which  was  admired  for  ita  ingenuity. 
This  he  would  put  sometimes  in  one  position  and  sometimes  in  another,  and 
seemed  to  amuse  himself  with  it,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  anything 
else  ;  continuing  in  his  old  way  hallooing,  without  any  alteration,  until  the  13th, 
Vfhen  the  jailer  informed  me  that  he  refused  to  eat,  and  no  doubt  was  sick.  I 
went  to  see  him  every  day — found  he  did  not  eat-  ail  the  bread  and  other  pro- 
visions conveyed  to  uim  he  gave  to  his  effiary,  strung  on  a  string,  and  put  in  his 
hands.  He  lay  perfectly  still  day  and  night,  and  took  no  notice  of  anything— 
would  drink  tea  or  milk,  which  t  gave  him  twice  a  day  for  five  days,  he  then 
refused  to  drink  anything  for  two  days,  which  made  seven  days  that  he  eat  noth 
iog.  In  that  time  he  began  to  speak — would  ask  questions,  but  would  hold  no 
conversation.  Bit  the  most  extraordinary,  the  most  wonderful  and  mysterious  of 
alljis,  that  in  this  time  he  has  prepared,  undiscovered,  and  at  once  exhibited  the 
most  striking  picture  of  genius,  art,  taste,  and  invention,  that  ever  was,  and  1 
presume  ever  will  be  prtrduced  by  any  human  being  placed  in  his  situation,  in  a 
dark  room,  chained  acd  handcuffed,  under  sentence  of  death,  without  somnch 
lis  a  nalj  of  any  kind  to  woi'.k  with  but  his  hands,  and  naked.    The  exhibition 
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is  far  beyond  my  power  to  describe.  To  give  you  some  faint  idea,  permit  me 
to  say,  that  it  consists  of  ten  characters — men,  women  and  children— all 
made  and  painted  in  the  most  expiessive  manner,  with  all  the  limbs  and 
joints  of  thCL human  frame— each  performing  different  parts;  their  features, 
shape  and  form,  all  express  their  different  ofQces  and  characters;  their  dress 
is  of  different  fashions,  and  suitable  to  the  stations  in  which  they  are.  To 
view  them  in  their  stations,  they  appear  as  perfect  as  though  alive,  with  all  the 
air  and  gaiety  of  actors  on  the  stage.  Smith  sits  in  his  bed  by  the  side  of 
the  jail,  his  exhibition  begins  about  a  foot  from  the  floor,  and  compasses  the 
whole  space  to  the  cealing.  The  uppermost  is  a  man  whom  he  calls  his  tarn- 
borioe  player,  or  sometimes  Dr.  Blunt,  standing  with  all  the  pride  and  ap 
pearance  of  a  master  musician ;  his  left  hand  akimbo,  his  right  hand  on  his 
tamborine,  dressed  in  suitable  uniform.  Next  him,  below,  is  a  lady  genteely 
dressed,  gracefully  sitting  in  a  handsome  swing;  at  her  left  stands  a  man, 
neatly  dressed,  in  the  character  of  a  servant,  holding  the  side  of  the  swing 
with  his  right,  his  left  hand  on  his  hip,  in  an  easy  posture,  waiting  the  lady's 
motion.  On  her  right  hand  stands  a  man  genteely  dressed,  in  the  character 
of  a  gallant,  in  a  graceful  posture  for  dancing.  Beneath  these  three  flgures, 
sit  a  young  man  and  a  young  girl  (apparently  a^out  fourteen,)  in  a  posture 
of  tilting,  at  each  end  of  a  board,  decently  dressed.  Directly  under  these 
stands  one  whom  he  calls  Bonaparte,  or  sometimes  the  father  of  his  family; 
he  stands  erect,  his  features  are  prominent,  his  cheeks  red,  his  teeth  white  and 
set  in  order,  his  gums  and  lips  red,  his  nose  shaded  black,  representing  the 
nostrils ;  his  dress  is  that  of  the  harlequin.  In  one  hand  he  holds  an  infant, 
with  the  other  he  plays  or  beats  music;  before  him  stand  two  children,  ap- 
parently three  or  four  years  old,  holding  each  other  by  the  hand,  in  the  act  of 
playing  or  dancing,  which,  with  a  man  dressed  in  fashion,  who  appears  in  the 
character  of  a  steward,  sometimes  in  one  situation,  and  sometimes  in  another, 
malies  up  the  show,  all  of  which  you  have  iti  one  view.  Then  commences  the 
performance. 

The  first  operation  is  from  the  tamborine  player,  or  master,  who  gives  two  or 
three  single  strokes  on  hi&  tamborine,  that  may  be  heard  in  any  partuf  the  house, 
without  moving  his  body,  lie  then  dances  gracefully  a  few  steps,  without; 
touching  his  tamborine  ;  the  lady  is  then  swung  two  or  three  times  by  the  stew- 
ard  ;  then  the  gallant  takes  a  few  steps;  then  the  two  below  tilt  a  few  times  in 
the  most  easy,  pleasant  manner;  tlien  the  two  children  dance  a  little,  holding 
each  other  by  the  hand  ;  after  this,  Smith  begins  to  sing  or  whistle  a  tune,  to 
wliioh  they  are  to  dance,  at  which  the  tamborine  strikes,  and  every  one  dances  to 
the  tune,  with  motion,  ease,  and  exactness  not  to  be  described.  Mnny  have  been 
the  observations  of  spectators;  amongst  them,  an  old  German  observed  that, 
"when  he  was  starving  the  seven  days,  he  was  making  a  league  with  the  devil, 
and  that  he  helped  him.'*  AW  acknowledged  with  me,  that  it  exceeds  anything 
they  ever  saw  or  imagined.  His  whole  conduct  from  the  first  has  been,  and  is, 
one  continued  scene  of  mystery.  He  has  never  shown  any  idea  or  knowledge  of 
his  trial  or  present  situation  ;  he  peems  happy  ;  his  irons  and  chains  are  no  ap- 
parent inconvenience  ;  contented  like  a  dog  or  a  monkey  broke  to  his  chain  ; 
shows  no  more  idea  of  anything  past,  than  if  he  had  no  recollection.  He,  in 
in  short,  is  a  mysterious  character,  possessing  the  art  of  invention  beyond  com- 
mon capacity.  1  am  almost  ashamed  to  forward  you  fo  long  a  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  80  unintelligible;  I  think,  if  I  could  have  done  justice  in  describing  the 
exhibition,  it  would  have  been  worthy  a  place  in  the  "  Royal  Gazette,''  anrt  bet- 
ter worth  the  attention  of  the  public  than  all  the  wax-W(<rk  ever  exhibited  in  this 
Province. 

"  I  am,  with  all  respect,  dear  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

WALTER  BATES. 

"  To  Thomas  Wetmore.  Esquire,  Attorney  General. 
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**P.  S — Wednesday,  the  28tli. — This  morning  I  found  he  added  to  his  works 
a  druiniucr,  placed  nt  the  lelt  uf  his  tamburine  player,  equal  in  appearance,  and 
exceeding  in  peiforuiance;  bcati>  the  drum  with  either  hand,  or  both  occasionally, 
in  conceri  with  the  tamborine.  keeping  time  with  perfect  exactness  :  sometimes 
sitting,  at  others  standing  or  dancing.  He  had  also,  in  a  most  striking  manner, 
changed  the  position  of  his  scene.  The  Lidy  above  described  to  bo  sitting  so 
gracefully  in  her  swing,  with  so  many  attendants  and  admirers,  is  now  repre- 
sented sitting  in  a  dejected  posture,  with  a  young  infant  in  her  arms;  her  gal- 
lant has  left  her,  and  is  taking  the  j'oung  girl  before  described,  about  fourteen, 
by  the  hand,  with  an  air  of  great  gallantry,  leading  her,  and  dancin<{  to  the 
tune  with  perfect  exactness,  representing  more  than  can  be  described.  On  view- 
ing this,  an  old  Scotchman  observed, — '  Some  say  he  is  mad,  others  he  is  a  fool ; 
but  I  say  he  is  the  sharpest  man  I  have  ever  seen  ;  his  performance  exceeds  all  I 
have  ever  met  with,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  was  ever  equalled  by  man.'  This 
evening,  a  gentleman  from  Boston,  having  heard  the  above  description,  came  to 
«ce  the  performance,  and  declared  he  coulcf  say,  as  the  Queen  of  Sbeba  did,  that 
*  tho  hall  had  not  been  told.'  " 

To  this  the  Editor  of  the  "  Gazette ''  adds  the  following 
remarks ; — 

"  We  have  given  an  entire  copy  of  the  above  letter,  which  has  excited  our 
astonishment,  and  will,  probably,  that  of  every  other  person  who  has  not  seen 
the  exhibition  and  performance  described  in  it.  Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  Sheriff,  know  him  to  be  incapable  of  stating  falsehoods,  or  attempt- 
ing in  any  way  to  practice  a  deception,  and  will,  of  course,  give  credit  to  the 
fitatcment  of  facts,  wonderful  as  they  may  appear  to  be,  which  he  has  made." 

The  Sapreme  Court,  in  July,  heing  about  to  be  held  in  Fre- 
dericton,  and  feeling  anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  prisoner, 
I  attended  for  this  purpose  ;  and  having  ascertained  from  the 
Attorney  13 eneral  that  his  destiny  would  not  be  fatal,  I  returned 
again  to  Kingston,  when  the  jailer  informed  me  that  the  first  night 
I  had  left  Kingston,  Smith  had  drawn  the  staple  of  the  chain 
that  was  about  his  neck,  and  had  so  concealed  ihem  both  that 
they  could  not  be  found  ;  and  the  glass  in  the  brick  wall  was 
broken  at  the  same  time ;  but  that  the  chain  could  not  have 
gone  through  that  way,  as  the  outside  glass  in  the  window  was 
whole  ;  that  the  room  and  every  other  part  of  tho  jail  had  been 
thorouglily  searched  ;  but  neither  the  chain  nor  staple  could  bo 
found  ;  neither  could  it  be  imagined  how  he  broke  the  glass, 
as  it  was  far  beyond  the  reach  of  his  chains.  On  my  entering 
the  jail,  Smith  said  to  me,  "  The  devil  told  my  drummer,  if  I 
did  not  put  that  chain  out  of  the  way,  you  would  certainly  put 
it  about  my  neck  again ;''  that  he  hated  it,  and  had  murdered 
it,  and- put  it  under  the  dirt;  but  he  feared  he  should  hav3  no 
peace  till  he  raised  it  again.  I  then  told  him  he  must  raise  it 
again,  and  if  he  behaved  himself  well  I  would  not  put  it  about 
his  neck  again.     The  next  morning  the  chain  was  seen  lying  on 


the  jail 
could  n 
gave  hi 
and jac 
handke 
pleased 
music, 
of  bag}: 
gave  hi 
ottered 
he  belie 
it,  and 
or  left 
would  r 
would  t 
observe 
would  i 
some  m 
17th  of 
his  farai 
ink,  anc 
Allh 
ously  ei 
before 
of  burn 
from  hi 
herentl' 
"My  d 
thick  a 
air  and 
whisp 
which 
my  bee 
ingan( 
He  sai 
to  attei 
the  m( 
known 
calico 
stood  a 
until  h 
and  ab 


HENRY  MOIIL  S 31 17 IT. 


the  jail  floor;  but  wliero  or  by  what  incana  he  concealed  \U 
could  never  be  found  out.  I  then  took  off  his  bandcufis,  and 
gave  him  water  to  wasb  himself.  I  ako  gave  him  a  clean  shirt 
and  jacket,  and  a  young  man  who  AVits  present  gave  him  a  black 
handkerchief,  which  he  put  about  his  neck,  and  seemed  much 
pleased ;  and  said  if  he  had  a  liddlo,  or  any  instrument  of 
music,  he  coald  play  for  his  family  to  dance  ;  if  ho  had  a  set 
of  bagpipes,  he  could  play  on  them  very  well,  and  that,  if  we 
gave  him  wood  and  leather,  he  would  make  a  set".  He  was 
ottered  a  fife,  which  ho  handled  in  a  clumsv  wav  ;  but  he  said 
he  believed  he  could  learn  to  play  on  it.  He  paid  the  bov  for 
it,  and  then  took  the  fifo,  and  would  play  any  tune  either  riffht 
or  left  handed.  I  then  told  him  if  he  would  behave  well  I 
would  not  put  his  handcuffs  on  that  day.  He  replied  that  he 
would  then  have  his  family  in  good  order  for  my  ball;  but  he 
observed  that  when  he  put  one  hand  to  anything,  the  o!her 
would  follow  as  though  the  handcuffs  wore  on.  We  gave  him 
some  materials  that  he  wanted,  and  then  left  him  ;  this  was  the 
17th  of  July.  On  the  18th  we  found  him  busilj'  employed  with 
his  family^  making  improvements  for  the  ball.  I  gave  him  pen, 
ink,  and  paint,  and  many  articles  for  clothing,  &c. 

All  his  figures  were  formed  of  straw  from  his  bedding,  curi- 
ously entwined  and  interwoven.  The  colouring  he  had  used 
before  was  his  own  blood,  and  coal  which  he  got  from  a  piece 
of  burnt  timber  in  the  jail;  and  their  first  clothing  was  made 
from  his  own  torn  clothes,  lie  now  began  to  talk  more  co- 
herently and  accounted  for  the  broken  glass.  He  said  to  me, — 
"Mv  drummer  cried  out  for  more  air;''  his  familv  stood  so 
thick  about  him.  ''  Well,"  said  I,  "  tell  me  how  to  get  more 
ah"  and  1  will  go  to  work  at  it.''  ''  He  told  me  to  make  a  strong 
whisp  of  stn.w,  long  enough  to  reach  the  glass  and  break  it, 
which  I  did,  and  then  after  undoing  the  whisp  put  the  straw  in 
my  bed  again.''  He  continued  improving  his  family,  by  dress- 
ing and  painting  them  all  anew,  and  by  adding  to  their  number. 
He  said  there  was  a  gentleman  anvl  lady  coming  from  France 
to  attend  his  ball,  and  all  of  them  must  porlorm  weU.  With 
the  money  he  received  from  visitois.  many  of  whom  I  have 
known  to  give  him  a  dollar  for  one  exhibition,  he  purchased 
calico  enough  for  a  curtain  or  screen.  In  front  of  the  partition 
stood  all  his  family,  which  he  continued  to  improve  and  increase, 
until  he  gaid  they  were  all  present  and  were  coming  to  the  ball; 
and  about  the  lOtli  August  completed  his  show  for  exhibition* 
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The  whole  consisted  of  twenty-four  characters,  male  and  female, 
six  of  which  beat  music  in  concert  witli  the  fiddle,  while  six- 
teen danced  to  the  tune ;  the  other  two  were  pugilists ;  Bona- 
parte with  his  sword,  fighting  an  Irishman  with  liis  shillelah. 
His  musicians  were  dressed  in  their  proper  uniform  ;  some 
were  drummers,  ?ome  were  tamborine  players,  and  some  were 
bell-ringers.  In  the  centre  stood  his  dancing  master,  with  hat, 
boots  and  gloves  on.  In  an  advanced  station  6tt»od  an  old  sol- 
dier in  Scotch  uniform,  acting  as  sentinel,  while  JSmith  himself 
stood  before  them,  his  feet  under  the  curtain,  playing  a  tune  on 
the  fiddle,  to  which  they  would  all  dance  or  beat  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  music — the  one  half  on  the  right  to  one  part  of 
the  tune,  and  the  other  half  on  the  left  to  the  otlier  part,  and 
then  all  together  as  regular  and  as  natural  as  life.  Tlie  dancing 
master  with  his  right  hand  and  foot  with  one  part,  and  his  left 
hand  and  foot  with  the  other,  and  then  with  the  wliole  together, 
with  the  most  perfect  ease,  t  >  any  tnno  that  was  played.  So 
ingenious,  and  I  may  say,  s(»  wonderful,  was  the  exhibition, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  its  description  ;  and  num- 
bers of  persons  from  different  parts  came  to  indulge  their 
curiosity  by  witnessing  the  performance,  and  all  expressed  their 
astonishment  in  terms  the  most  unqualified  Doctor  Prior,  a 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  wa-?  among  the  number  of  visi- 
tors. He  told  me  that  he  had  spent  most  of  his  time  in  foreign 
parts,  travelling  for  general  and  literi'ry  information,  and  had 
made  it  a  point  to  exaniine  all  curiosities,  both  natural  and  arti- 
ficial, and  that  having  heard  much  of  an  extraoidinary  person 
I  had  in  jirison,  he  came  for  the  express  purpo.se  of  seeing  him 
and  his  exhibition.  Having  viewed  his  person  and  every  part 
of  his  performance,  ho  was  pleased  to  say  ;  that  he  had  travelled 
through  all  the  continent  of  America,  and  a  great  part  ot  Europe, 
but  had  never  met  anything  the  equal  of  what  he  there  saw 
performed,  and  that  he  certainly  should  not  fail  to  insei't  a  no- 
tice of  it  in  the  journal  of  his  travels  and  observations. 

Another  gentleman.  Dr.  Couglen,  from  Ireland,  who  had  been 
Surgeon  in  His  Majesty's  service,  both  by  land  and  sea,  came 
also  to  visit  our  prisoner,  and  see  his  extraordinary  exhibition, 
and  after  having  viewed  it  occasionally  for  several  days,  while 
he  remained  at  Kingston,  declared  that  he  bad  lived  in  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  had  been  in  Prance  and  Holland, 
and  through  a  great  part  of  Europe ;  had  been  at  Hamburg 
and  other  plac?os  famous  for  numerous  exhibitions  of  various 
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kinds,  but  had  never  met  with  any  that  in  all  respects  equalled 
what  he  there  saw  exhibited.  The  Doctor  then  belonging  to 
the  Garrison  at  St.  Andrews,  having  heard,  while  at  Head 
Quarters,  from  the  Attorney  General,  an  account  of  this  ex- 
traordinary character,  took  his  tour  from  Fredericton  by  way 
of  Kingston,  for  the  express  purpose  of  satisfying  his  curiosity, 
and  seeing  for  himself.  When  on  entering  the  prison,  Smith, 
seeing  the  Doctor  in  regimentals,  said  to  him  with  much  good 
humor,  '*  I  suppose  you  are  come  hero  looking  for  deserters  ; 
there  is  my  old  drummer,  I  don't  know  but  he  deserted  from 
some  regiment— the  rest  arc  all  my  family.''  He  seemed  very 
inuch  pleased  with  his  new  visitor,  and  readily  exhibited  every 
part  of  ^'vs  performance,  to  the  lull  satisfaction  of  the  Doctor, 
who  expressed  liis  astonishment  in  the  most  unqualified  terms, 
and  acknowledged  that  it  far  exceeded  his  anticipations. 

August  13th. — At  evening  we  found  that  he  bad  improved 
his  Scotch  sentinel  by  giving  him  a  carved  wooden  head,  finish- 
ed with  the  natural  features  of  a  bold  Highlander.  This  was 
the  first  of  his  carved  work.  He  had  also  much  improved  his 
pugilists.  Bonaparte,  by  some  unlucky  stroke,  had  killed  the 
Irishman,  and  had  taken  off  his  head  and  hung  it  up  at  his 
right  hand.  A  brawny  old  Scotchman  had  taken  tlie  Irish, 
man's  place,  and  was  giving  the  Corsican  a  hard  time  of  it, 
knocking  him  down  as  often  as  he  got  up. 

Next  day  at  noon  I  called  to  see  him  ;  he  had  been  fiddling 
remarkably  well,  and  singing  very  merrily  ;  but  on  my  enter- 
ing I  found  him  busily  employed  at  carving  a  head  which  was 
to  take  Bonaparte's  place,  for  that  bold  Scotchman  would  over- 
power him  soon.  He  observed  that  carving  was  a  trade  in  Eng- 
laud,  and  that  he  did  not  expect  to  do  so  well  at  it  before  he 
made  the  trial;  and  further  remarked  that  a  man  did  not  know 
what  he  could  do  until  he  set  about  it ;  and  that  he  had  never 
failed  in  anything  he  undertook.  Ho  said  he  had  never  seen 
any  such  show  in  England  as  that  he  was  now  working  at; 
that  he  had  only  dreamed  of  his  family,  and  had  the  impres- 
sion that  he  must  "  go  to  work"  and  make  them  all ;  that  if  ho 
[did,  it  would  be  better  with  him,  and  if  he  did  not,  it  would  be 
bad  with  him.  That  he  had  worked  ever  since,  by  night  and 
pj  ^^Yi  and  had  not  quite  completed  them  yet;  that  there  were 
a  shoemaker  and  a  tailor  that  had  not  come  yet  for  want  of 
room  ;  that  he  should  make  room  if  he  did  not  go  away  ;  that 
he  had  been  here  until  he  had  become  perfectly  contented;  and 
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"  contentment/'  he  said  "  was  the  brightest  jowol  in  his  life  ;'* 
and  that  he  never  enjoyed  himself  better  than  ho  did  at  present 
with  his  f'amilr. 

In  the  evening  I  went  in  to  sec  him  again ;  and  as  my  curio, 
sit}'  to  know  the  origin  of  so  singular  a  ch^iractor  was  greatly 
excited,  1  hoped  that  the  present  would  have  proved  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  draw  some  information  from  him;  but  he  cauti- 
ouirly  and  studiously  avoided  answering  any  questions  Volative 
to  his  previous  life,  and  affected  not  to  understand  what  I  said 
to  him. 

Sometimes  he  would  talk  very  freely,  and  in  a  prophetic 
strain,  of  his  future  destiny.  He  said  he  knew  he  was  going 
away  from  home,  and  that  he  should  find  enemies  ;  every  oue 
who  knew  him  Would  be  afraid  of  him,  and  look  upon  him  with 
distrust  and  horror.  That  occasionally  he  was  distressed  in 
his  sleep  with  all  kinds  of  creatures  coming  about  him.  Great 
hogs  and  all  kinds  of  cattle  and  creeping  thing.^,  snakes  and 
adders,  frogs  and  toads,  and  every  hateful  tiling.  That  ho 
would  start  up  from  sleep  and  walk  about  the  prison ;  then  lie 
down  and  get  asleep,  and  be  annoyed  with  them  again.  That 
he  would  sit  up  and  talk  to  his  family,  and  sometimes  take  his 
fiddle  and  play  to  amuse  himself,  and  drive  away  these  dreary 
hours  of  night.  He  said  these  snakes  and  adders  he  could  read 
very  well ;  that  he  knew  w^hat  they  all  meant,  and  could  under- 
stand something  concerning  the  others;  but  that  these  frogs 
and  toads  coming  together  he  cculd  not  understand  ;  only  that 
he  knew  he  was  to  leave  this  place  and  go  on  the  water,  and 
that  he  could  see  as  clearly  as  he  saw  me  standing  before  him, 
that  he  should  find  enemies,  and  everybody  would  be  afraid  of 
him  ;  but  he  would  hurt  no  one.  That  he  should  find  trouble, 
and  have  irons  on  him,  but  that  they  should  come  off  again. 
That  the  crickets  came  and  would  get  upon  his  children  and 
Avould  sing  among  them  ;  that  he  liked  to  hear  them  ;  that  his 
mother  told  him  he  must  not  hurt  them,  they  were  harmless, 
and  that  he  must  not  hurt  anybody. 

His  mother,  he  continued  to  say,  always  gave  him  good  ad- 
vice ;  but  he  had  done  that  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done, 
and  had  suffered  for  it;  but  he  forgave  all  his  enemies.  The 
Lord  says,  if  you  would  ask  forgiveness  of  him,  forgive  thy 
brother  also.  We  cannot  expect  forgiveness  except  we  repent  I 
and  forgive  our  enemies.    Tlit  ^rord  o;   God  is  plain:  except 
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you  forgive  yonr  brother  liis  trespasses,  neither  will  your 
Ilcaventy  Father  forgive  yon  when  yon  ask  of  him.  All  men 
are  sinners  before  God  ; — watch,  therefore,  and  pray  that  ye 
enter  not  into  temptation.  I  watch  hero  and  pray  with  my 
family  night  and  day  ;  they  cannot  pray  for  themselves.  But 
I  .shall  nolt  stay  long  ;  he  could  go  to  sea  as  supercargo  of  some 
vessel,  or  he  could  get  his  living  with  his  family  as  a  show  in 
any  country  but  England,  and  he  had  never  seen  such  a  shovv  in 
England ;  that  he  had  never  enjoyed  himself  better  than  with 
his  family  at  present,  lie  did  not  care  for  himself  so  his  fi\mily 
looked  w^ell ;  he  would  be  willing  to  die,  and  he  should  like  to 
die  here,  rather  than  go  among  his  enemies  ;  but  he  believed 
he  had  one  friend  in  England,  old  Willie,  if  he  is  yet  alive  ;  he 
was  always  his  friend,  and  he  should  like  to  go  and  see  him. 
And  he  had  one  sister,  he  said,  in  England,  that  he  wanted  to 
see;  she  played  well  on  the  pianoforte,  and  he  himself  could 
play  on  it  too.  She  was  married  to  a  lieutenant  in  -the  army, 
but  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  now.  If  he  could  he  would 
go  to  see  her  in  England,  where  he  had  friends. 

He  also  said  that  he  had  an  uncle  in  Liverpool,  a  merchant. 
Then  looking  earnestly  upon  me,  he  said,  "  My  name  is  not 
Smith — my  name  is  Henry  J.  Moon.  I  was  educated  in  Cam- 
bridge College,  in  England.  I  understand  English,  French  and 
Latin  well,  and  can  speak  and  write  five  diflerent  languages." 
He  also  said  he  could  write  any  hand  as  handsome  or  as  bad  as 
I  ever  saw.  He  said  he  had  live  hundred  pounds  in  the  Bank 
of  England,  which  was  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  that  he 
wished  to  have  his  wife  get  it,  as  he  did  not  know  where  ho 
should  go;  but  he  knew  he  s^hould  meet  with  trouble;  yet  he 
did  not  fear  whftt  man  could  do  to  him,  for  he  could  but  kill 
him,  and  he  should  like  to  die  here.  After  hearkening  to  these 
incoherent  observations  for  a  length  of  time,  without  being 
able  to  obtain  an  answer  to  any  question  I  put  to  him,  I  left  him 
for  that  time.* 

The  next  morning,  when  the  jailer  went  in  to  see  him.  Smith 
said  he  had  been  fishing,  and  had  caught  a  large  fish.  The 
jailer,  on  looking,  perceived  the  chain  which  Smith  had  for- 
merly worn  about  his  neck,  and  had  been  missing  a  long  time, 
but  never  could  find  out  where  or  by  what  means  he  concealed 
it.  After  this,  he  commenced  a  new  scene  of  mysterj^,  that  of 
fortune-telling;  in  which,  if  ho  did  not  possess  the  power  of 
divination,  he  was  wonderfully  successful.     The  jailer  carried 
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him  his  breakfast,  with  tea ;  Smith  observed  to  him  that  ho 
could  tell  him  anything,  past  or  to  come.  The  jailer  then  ask- 
ed him  to  tell  him  something  that  had  happened  to  him.  Smith 
replied, — "  Some  time  ago  you  rode  a  great  way  on  my  account, 
and  carried  letters  and  papers  about  me,  and  about  others  too. 
Again  you  went  after  a  man,  and  you  had  to  go  on  the  water 
before  you  found  him,  and  I  am  not  sure  but  that  you  found 
him  on  the  water.  While  you  were  after  him  you  saw  a  man 
at  work  in  the  mud  on  the  liighway,  and  you  enquired  of  him 
for  the  man  you  wanted.  He  told  you  what  you  asked.  You 
then  asked  him  if  there  was  any  water  near,  that  you  could 
drink.  He  told  you  of  a  place  where  he  had  drank  ;  you  went 
to  it,  but  found  the  water  so  bad  you  did  not  drink  it."  The 
jailer  was  greatly  astonished  at  this,  knowing  the  whole  affair 
to  be  true  just  as  he  had  stated,  and  had  no  recollection  of  ever 
having  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  any  person.  Perhaps 
all  this  may  be  attempted  to  be  explained  away  in  some  manner, 
or  may  be  attributed  merely  to  his  imagination,  or  the  hazard 
of  an  opinion ;  but  it  would  be  a  coincidence  not  to  be  expect- 
ed, and  very  unlikely  to  happen.  Besides,  he  often  hit  upon  a 
development  of  facts,  which  could  not  be  accounted  for  but 
upon  the  supposition  of  some  mysterious  knowledge  of  things 
beyond  the  reach  of  common  conception,  as  the  following  par- 
ticulars will  fully  testify ; 

The  next  morning,  Aug.  13,  he  told  bis  own  fortune  out  of 
his  teacup.  After  looking  into  the  cup  for  some  time,  he 
kissed  it,  and  told  the  jailer  he  was  going  away  from  this  place, 
that  he  was  going  over  the  water,  and  must  have  a  box  to  put 
his  family  in  ;  that  he  saw  three  papers  that  wore  written  and 
sent  about  him,  and  that  one  of  them  was  larger  than  the  other 
two,  and  contained  something  for  him  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand, but  he  would  soon  know. 

The  next  morning,  Aug.  14th,  he  looked  in  his  cup  again,  and 
told  the  jailer  that  these  three  papers  were  on  their  way  com- 
ing, and  would  be  here  this  day  at  4  o'clock,.and  he  would  soon 
know  what  the}^  contained  about  him.  Accordingly  I  received 
papers  from  Fredericton,  containing  his  Pardon,  and  two  letters 
just  as  he  had  predicted  !  ! 

In  addition  to  this,  the  following  must  be  regarded  as  a  very 
singular  and  remarkable  prediction,  which,  independently  of 
some  unknown  mysterious  means,  cannot  be  accounted  for. 
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Early  in  the  morning  he  remarked  to  the  jailer  in  his  usual 
manner : 

"  This  man  over  the  way  has  a  son  who  has  gone  to  sea,  and 
is  at  sea  now  ;  but  he  will  be  here  this  night,  and  you  shall  see 
that  I  will  affront  him."  Now  mark  the  sequel.  It  so  happen- 
ed that  a  fresh  breeze  springing  up  to  the  southward,  with  a 
strong  flood  tide,  the  vessel  which  contained  the  young  man 
was  alongside  in  the  dock  in  St.  John;  on  the  same  day  about 
two  o'clock.  Ho  was  then  and  there  informed  that  one  of  his 
sisters  lay  dangerously  ill  at  Kingston,  and  that  Dr.  Smith  was 
just  going  up  to  visit  her.  The  young  man  hived  a  horse,  and 
in  company  with  the  doctor,  arrived  at  his  father's  about  the 
time  that  we  usually  visited  the  prisoner  in  the  evening.  I 
called  at  Mr.  Perkins',  and  found  that  the  doctor  and  young 
Perkins  had  jusi  arrived.  The  doctor  said  to  me  that  he  had 
heard  much  of  my  extraordinary  prisoner,  and  if  I  had  no  ob- 
jection, he  should  be  much  pleased  to  see  him  and  his  show,  he 
had  heard  so  much  of  his  great  performance.  Young  Mr. 
Perkins  said  that  he  would  also  like  to  see  the  show,  and  all 
went  with  me  into  the  jail  and  found  Smith  lying  on  his  bed, 
but  without  appearing  to  take  notice  of  any  one  present.  Mr. 
Perkins,  like  every  one  else,  was  much  astonished  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  show,  as  it  was  exhibited  on  the  wall,  and  had 
a  great  desire  to  see  the  performance.  He  put  down  a  quarter 
dollar  by  Smith,  and  said  he  would  give  it  to  him  if  he  would 
make  his  puppets  dance  ;  but  Smith  would  not  take  any  notice 
i»f  him,  and  young  Perkins  continued  to  urge  him  to  the  per- 
formance, but  without  effect,  until  he  was  quite  out  of  patience, 
and  finally  took  up  his  money,  which  he  had  proposed  giving 
tor  the  exhibition,  aild  left  the  jail  in  quite  an  ill  humor.  After 
Perkins  left  the  jail  Smilh  said,  "  now,  if  an}'  of  you  want  to 
see  my  family  dance,  you  may  see  ihem  in  welcome ;'' — and 
took  up  his  fiddle  and  went  through  the  performance  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  present. 

Now  the  reader  may  account  for  this  mysterious  prediction 
and  its  fulfilment  upon  whatever  grounds  he  pleases ;  but  the 
arrival  of  the  young  man  from  sea  that  day,  his  coming  ta 
Kingston,  and  his  being  affronted  by  Smith  in  the  jail,  are  tacts 
which  cannot  be  disputed.  The  writer  is  aware  that  he  may- 
incur  the  imputation  of  weakness  for  narrating  some  things 
relative  to  the  prisoner ;  but  as  they  are  all  characteristic  of  him 
in  a  high  degree,  and  when  all  united,  set  him  forth  before  the 
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world  as  a  cluiractcp,  sifiirnlaraiid  unproccdonted,  he  coiisidorod 
that  ev(;iy  part  of  his  sayiiigfl  and  doings  had  their  interest,  and 
were  necorfsary  to  he  narrated.  After  clortin<i;thoexhihitioii  of 
his  family  for  this  time,  he  went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  told  \\\a 
fortune  from  his  tca-cnp,  and  it  came  always  alike  ;  tliat  he 
could  tell  a  i^reat  deal  hy  dreams.  The  devil  liolped  fortune 
tellinp:,  he  said,  but  dreams  were  the  inspiration  of  God.  When 
the  h(ij:s  came  to  him  by  night,  he  could  tell  a  j^reat  deal  by 
them.  ""  Your  ncipjhbor,''  he  said  to  me,  "  had  a  black  sow  that 
had  pigs,  some  black,  Jind  some  all  white,  and  one  with  rod 
spots  before  and  behind.''  By  them  he  said  he  could  tell  much. 
1  was  aware  that  Mr.  Perkins  had  a  sow  with  young  pigs,  and  I 
had  the  curiosity  to  look  at  them,  but  they  did  not  answer  to  his 
description,  and  1  consequently  allowed  tlie&e  remarks  of  his  re- 
lative to  the  sow  and  pigs  to  pass  for  nothing;-  However,  in  the 
evening,  as  I  was  leaving  the  jail,  Smith  said  to  me  (and  with- 
out a  word  having  been  said  about  my  looking  at  the  pigs,) 
"The  pigs  1  told  you  about  are  not  those  you  examined,  they 
were  six  months  old."  I  made  no  reply,  knowing  that  Mr. 
Scovil  had  a  sow  with  pigs,  answering  to  his  description  in 
every  particular. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Smith  said  to  the  jailor,  "  Your  neigh- 
bor over  the  way  there,  has  asow  that  has  gone  away  into  the 
woods,  and  she  has  pigs,— some  all  black,  some  all  white,  and 
some  black  and  white,  and  she  will  come  home  before  night, 
and  when  she  comes,  she  will  have  but  one*  pig,  and  that  will 
be  a  plump  black  pig,  and  they  will  never  know  what  became 
of  the  others.''  Accordingly,  the  sow,  about  4  o'clock,  came 
home  with  her  one  "  plump  black  pig,"  and  wa3  immediately 
driven  back  into  the  woods  the  way  by  which  she  appeared  to 
have  come  ;  but  according  to  the  precise  terms  of  Smith's  pro- 
diction,  the  others  were  never  found  ! 

The  next  evening  after  I  had  received  his  pardon  from 
Fredericton,  I  went  to  see  him,  and  found  him  in  bed,  but  he 
said  he  could  not  eat ;  asked  for  new  potatoes,  and  remarked 
that  the  jailer's  wife  had  new  potatoes  yesterday ;  and  did  not 
appear  in  his  usual  good  humor.  Although  he  would  both  talk 
and  act,  at  times,  rationally,  yet  he  had  never  recovered  from 
his  pretended  insanit}'',  nor  even  until  his  release  from  my  cus- 
tody, thus  carrying  out  his  scheme,  in  perfect  wisdom,  to  the 
last.  But  now,  with  the  pardon  in  my  hand,  I  hoped  to  make 
some  impression  upon  him,  and  if  possible,  bring  him  to  some 
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sense  of  his  situation,  by  compassionately  proposing  my  a^HJst- 
iinue  to  get  him  out  ot  the  Province.  1  then  proceeded  to  in- 
form him  that  1  had  received  his  pardon,  that  his  attorney  had 
proved  hid  friend,  and  bad  petitioned  the  President  and  Court, 
stating  that  he  was  a  young  man,  and  this  having  been  the  first 
instance  of  a  case  for  horse-stealing  before  tiie  Court  in  i\\\A 
Province,  prayed  that  inurcy  might  be  extended  and  his  iifo 
spared  :  and  that  President  and  Council  had  been  graciously 
pleased  to  withdraw  the  sentence  and  gnvnt  Ids  pardon  :  and 
that  I  was  now  fiuthorized  to  release  him  on  his  entering  into 
recognizance  to  appear  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  plead  his 
pardon  when  culled  upon.  The  only  reply  he  made  was,  '*  I 
wish  you  would  bring  me  sorae  new  potatoes  when  you  como 
again." 

I  proceeded  to  sa;'  th'At  9-f  bOO!;  iis  he  was  ready,  and  would 
let  me  know  wliercj  iio  ^vitihod  lo  go,  I  would  give  him  clothing, 
and  would  give  him  tio^e  to  put  his  hrwWy  in  order,  and  a  box 
to  put  them  up  in  :  ob.-;.Lrvin;.!  that  t(>cy  might  h^  a  means  of 
getting  him  a  living  nntil  he  could  iind  bettor  employment, 
without  being  driven  to  U>e  Ticce-isuy  of  eiooJiiig.  lie  replied, 
"Have  you  not  got  boys  and  gicJs  that  \\-\i  to  see  my  family 
dance?  Bring  ulj  yuur  f;>;iiify  to  d:o  IhcA'). ;  1  will  shew  them 
as  much  as  you  please,  but  othsi^  mnst  '|ja'  '  I  remained 
Iwith  him  nearly  an  hour  atli^.rvvai'ds  witbout  «^aying  any  more 
on  the  subject  of  his  pvudo.n  ;  during  whic/i  time  he  continued 
to  talk  incoherently  as  lie  had  done  tiie  evGauig  before.  That 
we  must  watch  and  pray  lost  v;e  enter  intoton\ptation  :  that  he 
prayed  with  his  family  ;  they  r.onld  not  pray  for  themselves. 
That  we  must  be  spiritually  miadc^d,  for  lo  be  spiritually  minded 
was  life  ;  but  to  be  carnally  mindod  was  death  ;  and  much 
more  of  this  kind,  repeating  'arge  pok'tions  from  New  Testa- 
meut,  nearly  whole  r»haptors.  Ha  observed,  "Now  you  see  I 
lean  read  as  well  to  yoi  vv?Uiout  the  book  as  others  can  with 
Ithe  book.  I  can  '-cad  to  you  almost  all  ot  any  other  chapter  in 
jthe  Bible  yon  will  name,  either  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament, 
lit  makes  not  much  ditJierence  ;  in  the  dark  as  well  as  in  the 
llii^lit  My  wife  is  a  good  little  woman ;  she  would  get  the 
jBible  on  Sunday,  and  say  to  me,  *  Henry,  come  sit  down  and 

lear  me  read  the  Bible  ;'   but  I  would  laugh  and  tell  her  I 
2ould  read  better  without  the  book  than  she  could  with  it,  and 

^oald  go  out  and  look  after  my  horse,  or  do  any<^^h:naj  on  Sun- 

lays.    I  have  been  a  bad  fellow ;  when  I  tv  a^  m  I^ngland  I 
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^ave  all  my  attention  to  reading  my  Bible,  and  became  a  groat 
5d.ethodist,  and  went  to  all  the  Slethodist  meeting.^,  and  woiilil 
pray  and  exhort  amongst  them,  and  finally  became  a  preacher, 
and  preached  in  Brighton,  Northampton,  Southampton,  and  iu 
London  ;  and  great  numbers  came  to  hear  me.  I  was  some- 
times astonished  to  see  how  many  followed  to  hear  me  preach 
the  Scriptures,  when  I  knew  they  were  deceived.  But  I  did 
not  follow  preaching  long  in  London.''  He  went  on  to  state 
liis  reasons  for  giving  up  preaching,  or  rather  the  reasons  that 
prevented  his  continuing  to  preacn.  IJe  had  given  himself  up 
to  the  company  of  lewd  women,  and  had  contracted  the  disease 
common  to  such  associations. 

A  coarse  like  this  could  not  remain  long  concef»led,  and  the 
issue  was  that  he  was  prevented  from  preaching,  and  was  even- 
tually  obliged  to  leave  England,  and  come  to  this  country.  He 
went  on  to  say — "  I  have  been  a  bad  young  man.  I  am  young 
now,  only  twenty-three  years  of  age — not  twenty-four  yet ;  and 
did  not  know  but  he  would  preach  again  ;  he  could  easily  find 
converts ;  many  would  like  to  hear  him  preach.  When  he  was 
a  preacher,  he  \>fas  spiritually-minded,  and  all  was  peace  and 
heaven  to  him ;  but  ever  since  all  was  trouble,  trouble  and 
misery  to  him.  lie  never  intended  to  leave  this  place  ;  he  was 
contented  and  willing  to  stay  here  until  he  died  ;  he  was  better 
ofl'here  than  any  where  else,  and  never  wished  to  go  into  the 
world  again  unless  he  was  a  preacher. 

After  hearing  him  talk  in  this  manner  for  some  time,  I  left 
him  till  the  next  day  at  noon,  when  I  went  to  the  jail  again, 
and  gave  him  a  good  dinner,  and  read  his  l.*ardon  to  hiio. 
When  he  saw  the  paper,  ho  said,  "that  looks  like  the  pa])cr 
which  I  dreamed  I  saw,  with  two  angels  and  a  ship  on  it,  with 
something  that  looked  like  snakes.''  When  I  read  his  1/ardon,  he 
paid  not  the  least  attention  to  the  nature  of  it,  but  asked  ques- 
tions as  foreign  to  the  nature  of  the  subject  as  possible  ;  only  ho 
said  he  wished  I  would  give  him  that  paper ;  he  dreamed  it 
was  coming.  I  told  him  that  as  soon  as  I  would  get  him  some 
clothes  made,  I  would  give  him  the  paper  ,  and  that  I  would 
help  him  away  with  his  Show  in  a  box,  and  that  he  might  not 
be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  stealing ;  and  in  the  evening  1 
went  with  a  tailor  to  take  his  measure  for  a  coat.  When  he 
saw  the  tailor  with  his  measure,  he  said,  "  I  wish  you  would 
give  me  that  ribbon  in  your  hand."  "  It  is  no  ribbon,'' said 
trie  tailor,  **  but  a  measure  to  measure  you  for  a  new  coat ;  come, 
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stand  up.''  "  What !"  said  he,  "  do  you  think  you  are  tailor 
enough  to  make  me  a  coat  ?'*  **  Yes.''  "  But  you  do  not  look 
like  it ;  let  me  look  at  your  hands  and  fingers ;"  and  upon  see- 
ing them,  he  added,  *'  you  are  no  tailor,  you  look  more  like  a 
blacksmith,  you  shall  never  make  a  coat  for  mc,'*  and  would  not 
be  measured,  but  he  said  he  would  make  it  better  himself,  and 
wished  I  would  give  him  a  candle  to  work  by,  and  he  would 
make  himself  a  waistcoat. 

Ho  said  I  need  not  be  afraid  of  his  doing  any  harm  with  tho 
caudle,  he  would  put  it  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  take  care 
that  his  straw  and  chips  did  not  take  fire  and  burn  up  his  family 
which  he  could  not  live  without,  as  he  could  not  labor  for  hi* 
living.  Besides,  he  said,  if  he  were  so  disposed,  he  eould  burn 
up  the  house  without  a  candle  ;  for,  said  he,  I  can  make  fire  in 
oue  hour  at  any  time.  "  When  I  was  a  boy,''  continued  he, 
"  every  one  took  notice  of  me  as  a  very  forward  boy,  and  I  ob- 
tained a  license  for  shooting  when  I  was  but  fifteen.  One  day 
when  shooting  I  killed  a  rabbit  on  a  farmer's  land  where  I  had 
no  right.  Tho  old  farmer  came  after  me,  ar-"  I  told  him  if  lie 
would  come  near  mo  1  would  knock  him  down,  but  he  caught 
me,  and  tied  me  fast  to  a  large  stack  of  faggots,  and  sent  for  a 
constable.  While  he  was  gone  I  made  fire,  and  burned  up  the 
whole  stack,  and  got  off  clear ;  but  the  old  farmer  never  knew 
how  his  faggots  took  fire.  "You  do  not  use  faggots  in  this 
country — they  are  little  sticks  tied  up  in  bundles,  and  sold  to 
boil  the  tea-kettle  with  ;''  and  if  I  would  give  him  a  candle,  he 
would  make  a  fire  to  light  it.  Accordingly  I  provided  materi- 
als for  his  clothes,  and  a  lighted  candle  to  work  by.  He  con- 
tinued to  sew  by  the  light  of  the  candle  but  a  short  time,  and 
put  it  away  from  him,  and  said  he  could  see  better  without  it ; 
and  he  completed  his  waistcoat  in  the  neatest  manner,  and  oc- 
casionally attended  to  the  improvement  of  his  family. 

August  £9th,  at  evening,  many  persons  came  to  see  his  per- 
formance, as  was  usual,  and  when  they  were  all  gone  out,  he 
told  me  that  he  had  carved  a  new  figure  of  Bonaparte ;  that  the 
first  he  had  made  after  his  own  image  and  likeness,  for  he  was 
the  man  after  his  own  heart,  but  he  had  fallen.  God,  he  said, 
made  man  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth,  but  ho  had  made  man 
out  of  the  wood  of  the  earth. 

He  had  now  been  in  ray  custody  more  than  a  year,  and  al- 
most every  day  developed  some  new  feature  of  liis  character,  or 
produced  some  fresh  ettbrt  of  his  genius.     [  had  had  much 
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trouble  with  liim,  and  my  patience  often  severely  tried ;  buti 
now  I  viewed  him  rather  as  an  object  of  commiseration,  and  ll 
could  not  think  of  turning  him  out  of  jail  naked,  destitute  audi 
friendless.  In  such  a  situation  he  must  starve  or  steal,  so  tliatl 
his  pardon  and  release  must  become  rather  a  curse  than  a  blessj 
ing.  I  represented  these  things  as  feelingly  as  I  could  to  himj 
gave  him  a  box  to  put  his  family  in,  and  told  him  he  must  bel 
ready  to  leave  the  Province  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  I  would! 
procure  him  a  passage  either  to  Nova  Scotia  or  the  United  Stated 
To  all  this  he  gave  no  attention,  but  asked  some  frivolous! 
questions  about  Mohawks  and  snakes,  and  acted  the  fool,  so 
that  I  began  to  conclude  that  I  would  now  have  much  more 
trouble  to  get  him  out  of  jail  than  I  formerly  had  to  keep  hii 
in  it. 

The  next  day  Judge  Pickett  and  Judge  Micheau  attended  at| 
the  Court  House,  to  take  the  recognizances  required  of  him  to 
appear  and  plead  his  pardon  when  called  upon  to  do  so.  Afieil 
divesting  him  of  his  irons,  and  furnishing  him  with  deceDt| 
clothing,  it  was  with  much  difficulty  I  could  prevail  on  him  to 
leave  the  jail.  However,  he  finally  took  one  of  his  family  iiJ 
one  hand,  and  a  pair  of  scissors  in  the  other,  and  with  muclJ 
effort  we  got  him  up  into  one  of  the  Jury  Rooms,  when  Judgi 
Micheau  read  his  pardon  to  him,  and  explained  all  the  circumj 
stances  which  imited  to  p'oduce  it,  to  which,  as  usual,  he  gav( 
no  attention,  but  looked  about  the  room  and  talked  of  somethind 
else.  Judge  Pickett  required  his  recognizance,  and  informed  hir 
that  if  he  did  not  leave  the  Province  immediately  he  would  b^ 
taken  and  tried  on  two  indictments  pending  against  liim  in  tb^ 
Co.  of  York.  He  took  no  notice  of  what  was  said,  but  talked  aud 
danced  about  the  room,  told  the  Judge  he  looked  like  a  tailor,  and 
asked  him  to  give  him  his  shoestring.  His  Pardon,  lying  ouj 
the  table,  he  caught  hold  of,  and  be  tore  it  could  be  recovered 
from  him,  he  clipped  off  the  seal  with  the  scissors ;  he  said  m 
wanted  the  ship  that  was  on  it  to  carry  him  away  with  his  faraij 
\y.  He  tore  the  collar  off  his  coat,  and  cut  it  in  pieces  withtbe 
scissors.  Finding  that  nothing  else  could  be  done  with  him,' 
returned  him  again  inte  prison,  when  he  said  to  us  that  for  cub 
using  him  so  kindly,  he  would,  for  one  shilling,  show  us  all  hij 
performance  with  his  family.  Upon  which  Judge  Micheau  gavJ 
him  half  a  dollar,  and  told  him  to  return  a  quarter  dollar  change 
and  then  he  would  have  more  than  a  shilling.  He  took  it,  and 
wiid  it  was  a  nice  piece  of  money,  and,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  bu( 
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the  o  dilge  could  not  make  liim  uutlerstand  tlio  meaning  of 
change. 

lie  then  performed  the  cxhihition  in  fine  style,  but  when  we 
l^ereleiivin;:;  him  he  seemed  out  of  humor  with  Judge  Pickett, 
irid  toUl  hiui  that  he  hud  thrown  stones  at  him,  that  he  would 
)um  his  house,  and  that'  this  place  would  be  in  ilumes  before 
morning.  He  coidd  makj  a  fin;  in  huU  an  hour,  and  wanted  a 
ire,  an»i  wouhl  have  a  fire,  and  I  sliouUl  see  that  he  could  make 
ire.  Upon  wlMch  we  K;ft  him,  without  apprehending  any  thing 
("roni  his  tlireatti  »nore  tliau  usual.  But  the  next  day,  the  29th, 
rhen  entering  the  Jail  tor  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  his  re- 
loval,  1  perceived  that  there  was  much  smoke  in  the  hall, 
rhich  I  supposed  had  come  from  the  Jailor's  room,  but  he  said 
khat  no  smoke  had  been  caused  that  morning,  but  that  it  pro- 
ceeded fr(»m  the  i)rison  door.  I  immediately  opened  the  door, 
md  found  Smith  sitting  ([uite  unconcerned  before  a  fire  which 
le  had  made  v/ith  the  chi[)s  of  his  carved  work,  and  other  ma- 
[eriais.  Tie  observed  tu  me  that  fire  was  very  comfortable,  that 
\e  had  nt>t  .seen  any  before  for  a  long  timo,  that  he  had  made 
[he  fire  with  his  <»\vn  hand-:,  and  that  he  could  make  it  again  in 
len  niinutcs  :  that  he  could  not  do  without  one.  I  immediately 
pinguisiiod  the  fire,  an<l  shut  him  up  in  the  suifoca^^ing  smoke, 
rhich  did  n:)t  seem  to  i2:ive  him  the  least  inconvenienee.  The 
Iccount  (»!'  liis  having  made  the  fire  excited  the  neighbors,  who 
lame  in  -o  see  the  feat.  I  orderctl  him  to  put  his  family  into 
[is  box  immediately  ;  he  took  no  notice  of  w\y  ordi-rs.    I  hasti- 

took  (hnvn  one  of  them,  and  laid  it  in  his  boK,  at  which  he 
eemed  jdeased,  and  said  he  would  put  them  all  in  that  box,  and 
legan  to  tiike  them  dov.  ii  very  actively,  observing  that  he  did 
lot  want  assistance  from  any  one,  but  leave  him  witii  the 
Ight,  and  he  would  have  them  all  ready  in  half  an  hour.  We 
¥t  him  with  the  candle,  and  returning  in  about  an  hour, 
pund  him  walking  the  Hoor,  and  every  thing  he  had  packed  up 

the  box  very  neatly.  It  was  remarkalble  to  see  with  what 
dll  and  ingenuity  he  had  packed  them  up.     I  gave  him  a  pair 

new  shoes,  and  with  the  box  on  the  his  shoulders,  he  marched 
ffto  the  boat  1  had  prepared  for  his  conveyance,  and  with  three 
leu  in  the  boat  we  set  out  with  him  for  the  city  of  Saint  John. 
|n  the  way  he  told  the  Jailor,  if  he  would  give  him  but  one 

)llar  he  would  teach  him  the  way  to  make  fire  on  any  occa- 
|on.  Ueceiving  no  reply  from  the  jailor,  he  commenced 
jeaching,  pr.aying,  and  singing  hymns,  and  sometimes  acting 
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&9  if  crazy,  during  the  passage  down.  We  made  no  stop  by  til  Wliile  th 
way,  and  reached  Saint  John  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  lijin  alone 
On  his  perceiving  the  moen  as  she  made  her  appearance  \m^  cabin  fl 
tween  two  clouds,  he  observed  that  there  was  a  relation  oflillbin  windv 
that  he  was  glad  to  see  ;  that  he  had  not  seen  one  of  his  naiiMy  neck  ag 
ior  a  long  time.  On  our  arrival  at  the  prison  in  St.  John,  iK  played 
isaid  that  he  must  have  a  hot  supper  with  tea,  and  then  wishlt  on  the 
to  be  locked  up  in  a  strong  room,  where  he  might  have  all  liljthout  anj 
iamily  out  to  take  the  air  to-night,  else  they  would  all  die  Mrrard  whi 
that  box  before  morning.  However,  we  found  all  the  rooms  Mfjed  them 
the  prison  occupied,  or  undergoing  repairs,  so  that  there  wMought  wi 
110  place  to  contine  him.  I  directed  the  jailer  to  provide  hifcndsor  be 
his  supper,  while  I  would  call  upon  the  Sheriff  to  know  wliM  be  there 
would  be  Jone  with  Aim  for  the  night,  and  how  he  w'ould  Iftjndsor,  in 
disposed  of  in  the  morning.  I  understood  from  the  Sherifttl»vays  care 
there  was  no  vessel  to  sail  for  the  States  for  some  days,  aiMj^fter  hav 
therefore  made  up  my  mind  that  I  should  send  him  to  Noftotia,  he  c 
Scotia.  When  1  returned  ^3  the  Jail  I  found  Smith  at  hissimd  ordere( 
yer;  when  he  had  linished  his  tea,  he  looked  into  his  cupaiBgoap,  tha 
remarked  that  he  must  not  disturb  his  family  to-night ;  that  lloiise.  TIk 
there  saw  the  vessel,  then  lying  at  the  wharf,  that  would  carilrjons  in 
him  to  his  wife' — and  there  would  be  crying.  While  in  confmBiiich  he  < 
ment,  the  following  letter  was  received  from  bis  wife : —        b  went  ox 

♦'  De.\r  Ulsband. - 1  received  your  letter  of  the  2-2d  Oct.,  1815.    Yon  say  yBPearance, 
have  sent  several  letters, — if  you   have,  1  have  never  received  them.    You  v'mQ  said  tO 
me  to  come  and  8ee  you,  which  I  would  have  done,  if  I  bad  got  the  leiter  in  tiA  vqh  yf\\[ 
but  1  did  not  know  whether  you  were  in  Kingston  or  not.    My  dear,  ^^^mehrook 
think  hard  <>t  me  tliat  1  d  j  not  come  to  see  you,— if  you  write  back  to  roe  1  sV  i^it>uK., 
come  immediately     My  dear,  as  soon  as  you  receive  this  letter  send  me  nnMUnd  a  gre 
swer,  that  1  may  know  what  to  do;  so  no  more  at  present,  bntthat  1  remaiu  3'Ath  many 
loving  and  afl'ectionate  wife,  £lizab£TU  P.  M.  im  ql^  ^'    j 

H.F.  M.  S.,  Kingston.  Ibhetied 

■,  and  said, 
The  jailer,  by  direction  of  the  Sheriff,  cleared  out  a  sinftine  in,  he 
room  above  stairs,  with  an  iron-grated  window,  where  we  coJThere  wer 


happening  to  meet  with  my  friend,  Mr.  Daniel  Scovil,  he  le  young 
formed  me  that  ho  had  a  vessel  then  lying  at  the  wharf,  wbi  nith,  and 
would  sail  for  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  in  half  an  hour.  I  ire,"  whic 
cordingly  prevailed  on  him  to  take  Smith  on  board,  which  m  Thj,*  iuf,] 
done  without  loss  of  time,  and  at  high  water  the  vessel  haul  )le  lady  fi 
off*  from  the  wharf,  to  my  great  satisfaction  and  relief.  eighborh< 


or 
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While  the  vessel  was  getting  under  weigh,  Smith  was  in  the 

Lbin  alone,  and  seeing  a  great  number  of  chain  traces  lying  on 

Ee  cabin  floor,  he  took  them  up  and  threw  them  all  out  of  the 

[bin  window  !     **  Because/'  said  he,  "  they  would  get  about 

fy  neck  again."     During  the  passage  he  appeared  very  active  ; 

V  played  on  his  fife,  and  was  quite  an  agreeable  passenger. 

[nton  the  vessePs  arrival  at  Windsor,  he  left  her  Immediately 

lithout  any  ceremony ;  and   notwithstanding  the  very  strong 

Ward  which  he  had  alwAya  possessed  for  his  family,  as  he 

llled  them,  he  left  them  also,  and  everything  else  that  be  had 

pught  with  him.    He  was  seen  only  a  very  short  time  in 

Windsor  before  he  entirely  disappeared,  and  never  was  known 

be  there  afterwards,  but  was  seen  at  some  distance  from 

Hndsor,  in  several  other  places,  and  recognized  by  many,  but 

[ways  carefully  evaded  being  spoken  to. 

After  having  made  his  appearance  in  different  parts  of  Nova 

cotia,  he  called  at  a  certain  house  one  morning,  on  a  bye-road^ 

nd  ordered  breakfast,  and  asked  for  a  towel  also,  and  a  piece 

■soap,  that  he  might  wash  at  a  small  brook  that  was  near  the 

}ii9e.     The  woman  of  the  house,  and  a  maid,  were  the  only 

SPtons  in  the  house  at  the  time.     Smith  left  a  large  bundle, 

[hich  he  carried,  on  a  chest  which  was  standing  in  the  room^ 

nd  wont  out  to  wash.     The  bundle  presented  rather  a  singular 

ppearance,  and  attracted  the  young  woma'ns  notice,  so  that 

(e  said  to  the  other:  "  I  wonder  what  he  has  in  that  bundle. 

you  will  keep  watch  at  the  window  while  he  is  washing  at 

»e  brook,  I  will  open  and  see  what  is  in  it."    They  did  so,  and 

luiid  a  great  number  of  watches,  oi  which  they  counted  fifteen, 

[ith  many  other  valuable  articles. 

She  tied  up  the  bundle  again,  and  placed  it  where  he  had  left 
„ and  said,  *' This  man  has  stolen  these  watches."     When  he 
line  in,  he  handed  the  towel  to  the  young  woman,  and  said. 
Phere  were  just  fifteen  watches,  were  there  .'"and  with  such  an 
Jpression  of  countenance,  that  she  could  not  reirain  from  au- 
rering,  "  Yes  "    '<  But,"  said  he,  "  you  were  mistaken  about 
|y  stealing  them,  for  1  came  honestly  by  them."     Upon  which 
\e  young  woujan  instantly  recognized  hiro  to  be  Henry  More 
mith,  and  concluded  that  ha  was  collecting  his  **  hidden  trea- 
ire,"  which  ho  hnd  deposited  while  ho  was  in  Hoden. 
This  information  1  received  irom  Mrs.  Beikwith,  a  respect- 
')ie  lady  from  Nova   Scotia,  who   resided   at  the  time  in  that 
leighborhood,  who  altio  said  it  was  not  known  that  he  had  evcvr 
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a2Gn  hi8  wife  at  that  time,  from  the  time  of  liis  release  frorni 
confinement.  The  next  account  I  hoani  of  liim  Rtated  that  Iiel 
had  been  seen  on  hoard  of  a  p'aster  vessel  at  Eastport,  but  he 
was  not  known  to  have  been  on  shoi'c  duriiiir  the  time  she  re-l 
mained  there.  He  employed  himself  while  on  bo:ird  engravinn 
a  number  of  small  articles  some  of  which  he  m:)(le  presents  olf 
to  young  ladies  who  chanced  to  come  on  board. 

He  wjs  next  seen  at  Portland,  by  a  gentlern'.in  who  had] 
known  him  at  Kingston  :  notiiing,  however,  tra!is[Mred  her 
concerning  him,  only  that  he  was  travelling  with  coiisiderablij 
weight  of  baggage  througli  the  State  of  Maine,  which  gave  risJ 
to  the  following  ludicrt)us  story,  which  I  saw  published  atl 
Eastport.  of  a  Mysterious  Stranger  travelling  in  a  stage.  Onel 
cold  and  stormy  night,  the  bar  room  of  a  hotel  w  as  tilled  witlu 
sturdy  farmers  surrounding  a  cheerful  fire,  and  discussing  t¥ 
affairs  of  state  over  a  mug  of  flip.  The  night  having  been  trel 
mendously  stormy  an]  wet,  the  wind  wirntling  all  around  thcf 
house,  and  making  every  door  and  window  rattle,  the  landlord 
expressed  much  fear  for  the  sifet}^  of  the  stage-c  )ach  ;  but  sudj 
denly  the  sound  of  a  distant  staire-horn  announced  the  approacll 
of  the  coach  and  removed  the  landlord's  anxiety.  Ho  replenJ 
ished  the  fire,  that  the  approaching  travellers  might  have  aa 
warm  a  retreat  as  possible  from  the  unusual  inclemency  of  tbe 
night.  Some  time  pissed,  and  yet  the  expected  coach  did  notl 
come  up.  The  landlord's  fears  got  up  anew,  and  with  an  exl 
pression  of  concarn  ho  put  thequjstion  arouud,  "  Did  notsomj 
of  you  hear  a  horn?"  and  ad  led, ''  I  have  expected  the  stage  i 
long  time,  and  I  thought  th  «t  a  few  minutes  ago  I  hoard  the 
horn  near  at  hand  ;  b".t  I  fea  that  something  lus  happened  iij 
the  gale  that  has  chisel  it  to  be  thus  belated.''  "  I  thought 
heard  the  stage-horn  s  )me  time  a^o,''  answered  the  arch  young 
farmer  Hopkins  ;  "  Imt  then  you  must  know  that  ghosts  auJ 
witches  are  very  busy  on  such  nights  as  this,  and  what  kindoj 
pranks  they  may  cut  np  we  cannot  tell.  You  know  the  olif 
adage, — "Busy    as    the    devil    in    a    gale    <>f    wind.''     No^ 

who    knows    but    they    may    hive '     Here    he    was   ini 

terrupted  by  the  sudden  opening  of  the  door,  accorapaieJ 
by  a  violent  gust  of  wind  and  the  dashing  of  rain,  whei| 
in  rushed,  from  the  fury  of  the  storm,  drenched  with  wet  fron 
head  to  foot,  a  tall  stranger  dressed  in  a  fur  cap  and  shaggj 
great  coat.  From  an  impulse  of  politeness  and  respect,  uc 
mimingled  with  fear,  all  arose  on  his  entrance, — the  expressioil 
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«The  devil  in  a  gale  of  wind,"  rushing  npon  their  minds  with 
a  signification  to  which  a  piofound  silence  gave  expressive 
utterahce.  The  stranger  noticed  their  reserved  yet  voluntary 
respect  with  a  slight  nod,  and  proceeded  to  disencumber  him- 
self of  his  wet  clothes  and  warm  his  fingers  by  the  fire.  By 
this  time  the  driver  entered,  bearing  the  baggage  of  his  pas- 
senger. *'The  worst  storm  I  was  ever  troubled  with,  blowing 
right  in  my  teeth,  and  I  guess  the  gentleman  there  found  it 
tlie  same.''  Here  a  low  whisper  ensued  between  the  driver 
and  the  landlord,  from  which  an  unconnected  word  or  phrase 
dropped  upon  the  ear  of  the  inmates.  "Don't  know,— came  in 
the,-— as  rich  as  a  mine,"  <fec.  Upon  this  information  the  land- 
lord immediately  took  his  wet  garments  and  hung  them  care- 
fully before  the  fire.  *'I  hope  that  your  wetting  will  not  injure 
your  health,  sir."  **  I  hardly  think  it  will,  my  good  friend  ;  I 
am  no  child  to  catch  cold  from  a  ducking."  "Shall  I  show  you 
a  room,  sir?"  said  the  landlord.  "We  can  let  you  have  as  good 
a  room  and  as  comfortable  a  supper  as  any  in  the  country." 
The  stranger  was  immediately  conducted  into  a  handsome  par- 
lor, in  which  blazed  a  cheerful  fire ;  and  in  a  short  time  a 
smoking  supper  was  placed  on  the  board.  After  supper  was 
lover,  he  called  the  landlord  into  his  room,  and  sent  for  his 
trunk.  *'I  like  3^our  accommodations,''  accosting  the  landlord, 
|"and  if  you  like  my  proposals  equally  well,  I  will  be  your  guest 
for  some  time,  though  I  know  not  how  long.  Kay,  I  shall  stay 
at  any  price  you  please — but  remember,  I  must  have  ray  rooms 
to  myself,  and  they  must  not  be  entered  without  my  leave  ; 
and  whatever  I  do,  no  questions  to  be  asked.  Do  you  consent 
to  these  terms?"  "I  do, sir,''  replied  the  landlord,  "  and  you 
shall  not  have  cause  to  complain  of  your  treatment."  "Very 
well,"  rejoined  the  stranger,  "  then  the  agreement  is  com- 
pleted. Yoxx  may  go  now."  "Yes,  sir,"  returned  the  landlord, 
"but  what  may  I  call  your  name,  sir  ?"  "Beware,  you  have 
broken  the  bargain  already,''  replied  the  stranger.  I  forgive 
you  for  this  once  only;  now  ask  no  more  questions,  or  you  will 
certainly  drive  me  from  your  house."  After  this,  the  landlord 
returned  to  his  bar-room,  from  which  the  merry  farmers  had  not 
yet  withdrawn,  but  were  endeavoring  to  penetrate  the  mystery 
thfit  hung  around  the  stranger.  "Well,  landlord,"  said  the  arcjfi 
Hopkins,  "what  do  you  make  him  out  to  be?''  "That  is  a  question 
I  dare  hardlv  answer.     He  is  a  gentleman,  for  he  does  not  grudge 
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Hliaking  his  head  mysteriously.  "Aud  why  not?"  exclaimed 
several  of  the  company.  "  Ay,  just  as  I  thought,"  returned 
Hopkins,  with  another  shake  of  the  head  and  significant-^ook 
at  the  landlord.  '*  What,  in  the  name  of  all  that's  silly,  is  the 
matter  with  you,  Hopkins?''  exclaimed  the  landlord.  *' What 
on  earth  can  you  know  ?"  "  I  know  what  I  know,"  was  his 
reply.  "  Rather  douhtful,  that,"  rejoined  the  landlord.  "  You 
idouht  it"  returned  Hopkins,  rather  warmly  ;  *•  then  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  think  him  to  be;  he  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a 
pirate,  and  you  will  all  be  murdered  in  your  beds,  Smith, 
(which  WBo  the  landlord's  name,)  you  and  your  whole  family, 
i»efore  morning.  Now  what  think  you  of  your  guest?"  All 
the  company  stood  aghast,  and  stared  at  each  other  in  silence 
for  some  time,  until  the  landlord  again  ventured  to  interrupt 
the  silence  by  asking  Hopkins,  "  How  do  you  know  all  that?'' 
Hopkins  answered,  in  rather  a  silly  manner,  "  I  guessed  at  it," 
which  did  away  with  the  effect  produced  by  his  previous  asser- 
tions ;  and  the  landlord,  dismissing  his  fears,  exclaimed,  '^  As 
long  as  he  pays  well,  be  he  man  or  devil,  he  shall  stay  here." 
•*  A  praiseworthy  conclusion,"  proceeded  from  a  voice  at  the 
back  part  of  the  room,  and  at  that  instant  the  mysterious 
stranger  stood  before  them.  All  started  to  their  feet,  seized 
their  liats,  and  waited  to  ask  no  questions,  nor  raak3  additional 
comments,  but  went  homo  and  told  their  wives  of  Smith's 
guest,  and  Hopkins'  opinion  of  his  character.  Every  woman 
fastened  her  door  that  night  with  suspicious  care,  and  the  mys- 
terious stranger,  and  the  delineation  of  his  real  character  by 
Hopkins,  became  a  subject  of  general  conversation  and  com- 
ment throughout  the  village,  and  gradually  became  the  received 
opinion  among  all  the  settlers,  so  that  they  set  down  the  mys- 
terious stranger  for  what  Hopkins  guessed  him  to  be,  and  con- 
cluded that  the  articles  which  composed  his  baggage  could  not 
have  been  obtained  honestly. 

The  stranger,  finding  how  the  conversation  turned  upon  him, 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  protract  his  stay  in  this  place,  and 
proceeding  to  Boston  in  the  coach,  was  known  from  that 
time  by  the  name  of  Maitland.  He  reached  Boston  about  the 
1st  ot  November,  where  it  was  supposed  he  must  have,  in 
some  way,  disposed  o.^  much  of  his  treasures.  From  thence  he 
proceeded  for  New  Yokk;  on  the  7th  November  arrived  at  New 
Haven  in  the  Boston  sta^^ce  joach,  by  the  way  of  New  Londout 
with  a  large  trunk  full  of  clothing,  a  small  portable  desk,  and 
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money  in  his  pockets.  lie  was  dressed  in  a  liandsome  frock 
coat,  with  breeches,  and  a  pair  of  top  boots,  and  remained  at 
the  steamboat  hotel  several  days.  While  he  remained  here,  he 
always  eat  his  meals  alone,  and  preferred  being  alone  in  difter- 
ent  parts  of  the  hotel  at  different  times,  every  part  of  which  he 
liad  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with,  while  he 
remained  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  fronx  New 
York. 

The  hotel  was  then  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  Butler ;  and,  as  it 
afterwards  appeared,  the  traveller  found  his  way,  by  means  of 
keys,  into  Mr.  Butler's  desk  and  sideboards,  as  well  as  every 
part  of  the  house.  He  loft  New  Haven  in  the  steamboat  at  6, 
A.  M.,  on  the  10th  November,  1816.  After  his  departure  from 
New  Haven^  Mr.  Butler's  servants  discovered  that  their  whole 
quantity  of  silver  spoons,  to  the  number  of  fonr  or  five  dozen, 
which  had  been  carefully  put  away  in  a  side-board,  was  missing, 
and  not  to  be  tound  on  the  premises  ;  and  it  was  found,  upon 
further  search  by  Mr.  Butler,  that  a  watch  and  several  other 
articles,  with  money  from  the  desk,  had  sympathetically  de- 
camped with  the  spoons.  Mr.  Butler  imagined  that  the  theft 
must  be  chargeable  on  same  lodger  in  the  hotel,  and  immedi- 
ately fixed  Ins  suspicions  upon  Smith,  whose  appearance  and 
movements  about  the  house  furnished  symptoms  too  strong  to 
pass  unnoticed.  Mr.  Butler,  without  loss  of  time,  set  out  for 
Kew  Y'ork,  and  arriving  there  before  the  boat  that  carried  the 
adventurer,  he  furnished  himself  with  proper  authority,  and 
boarded  the  boat  in  the  stream.  After  Mr.  Butler  had  made 
some  enquiries  of  Capt.  Bunker,  who  could  not  identify  the 
traveller  among  all  his  passengers,  Smith  made  his  appearance 
from  some  part  of  the  engine  room  and  was  immediately 
ordered  by  xVir.  Butler  to  open  his  trunk,  with  which  he  com- 
plied unhesitatingly ;  but  the  trunk  did  not  disclose  the  ex- 
pected booty.  There  was,  however,  in  the  trunk  a  very  neat 
portable  writing  desk,  which  he  refused  to  open,  and  Mr.  Ibutler 
could  not  find  out  how  it  was  fastened.  However,  he  called 
for  an  axe  to  split  it  open,  upon  which  Smith  said  '^  I  will  show 
you,"  and,  touching  a  spring,  the  lid  Hew  open.  The  desk  con- 
tained a  set  of  neat  engraving  tools,  with  old  silver  rings  and 
jewelry,  amongst  which  Mr.  Butler  perceived  a  small  ear-ring, 
which  he  supposed  belonged  to  a  young  lady  that  had  slept  in 
his  house,  and  laid  her  ear-rings  on  a  stand  at  the  head  of  her 
bed,  which  were  missing  the  ne.xt  morning.    After  her  depar^ 
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ture  one  of  the  rin<?8  were  found  at  tlie  door  of  tlie  liotel. 
Upon  the  evidence  of  this  single  ear-ring,  he  was  arrested  and 
put  into  tlio  Bridewell  in  the  City  of  New  York.  The  keeper 
of  the  Bridewell  at  that  time  was  Archimial  Allen,  i\.\\  old  friend 
of  mine,  and  a  man  ot  respectable  character.  On  my  visit  to 
New^York  afterwards,  I  called  on  Mr.  Allen,  and  enquired  the 
particulars  concerning  W.  H.  Newman,  (for  this  was  the  name 
he  had  assumed  then)  while  in  his  custody.  He  informed  me 
that  when  he  was  put  in  he  behaved  for  some  time  very  well; 
that  1  e  otiered  him  a  book;  but  he  could  neither  read  nor 
write  a  word.  He  soon  began  to  complain  of  being  sick  from 
confinement,  raised  blood,  and  seemed  so  ill  that  a  doctor 
attended  him,  but  could  not  tell  what  was  the  matter  with  him. 
However,  lie  kept  up  the  farce  of  being  ill  until  he  was  remov- 
ed from  Bridewell  to  New  Haven,  there  to  take  his  trial  at  the 
Supreme  Court  in  January. 

His  chanire  of  situation  had  the  effect,  as  it  would  seem,  of 
restoring  his  health,  which  brought  along  with  it  that  display 
of  his  ingenuity  which  the  peculiarity  of  his  new  situation 
seemed  to  call  forth.  During  the  period  of  his  coniinement  at 
New  Haven,  he  amused  himself  by  carving  two  images — one 
representing  himself,  and  the  other  Butler,  in  the  attitude  of 
lighting.  And  so  mechanically  had  he  adjusted  this  production 
of  his  genius,  that  he  vvould  actually  cause  them  to  light,  and 
make  the  image  representing  himself  knock  down  thatot  Butler, 
to  the  wonder  and  amusement  of  many  that  came  to  see  him. 
By  his  insinuating  manner  and  captivating  address,  he  not  only 
drew  forth  the  sympatiiies  of  those  who  came  to  visit  him,  but 
even  gained  so  far  upon  their  credulity,  as  to  induce  a  belief 
that  he  was  innocent  of  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged. 

The  lapse  of  a  lew  days,  however,  made  impressions  of  a 
different  nature  ;  the  January  Court  term  drew  nigh,  at  which 
our  prisoner  was  to  receive  his  trial,  but  on  the  very  eve  of  his 
trial,  and  after  the  Court  had  been  summoned,  he,  by  the  power 
of  a  mind  which  seldom  failed  him  in  the  hour  of  emergency, 
contrived  and  effected  his  escape  in  the  following  curious  and 
singular  manner.  And  here  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  some 
description  of  the  prison,  with  the  situation  of  the  apartments, 
which  the  writer  was  himself  by  the  politeness  of  the  Keeper, 
permitted  to  survey.  There  was  a  wide  hall  leading  from  the 
front  to  the  County  House,  and  from  this  hall,  two  separate 
jprisons  were  entered  by  their  respective  doors  ;  between  these 
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doors,  a  limber  ptu'titiou  crossed  the  ball,  having  in  it  a  door 
also,  to  allow  an  entrance  to  the  inner  prison.  The  object  in 
having  this  partition,  was  to  prevent  any  intercourse  between 
tlie  two  prison  door?,  and  it  was  so  placed  as  to  leave  a  distance 
of  about  two  feet  on  each  side,  between  it  and  the  prison  doors 
respectively.  Newman,  (for  this,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  the 
name  by  which  oar  prisoner  is  now  known,)  was  confined  in 
the  inner  prison.  The  doors  of  the  prison  opened  by  shoving 
inwards,  and  when  s-hut  weie  secured  by  two  strong  bolts, 
which  entered  into  stone  posts,  with  clasps  lapped  over  a  staple, 
to  which  wore  lixed  strong  padlocks.  The  .?  padlocks,  our 
prisoner,  by  some  means,  managed  to  open  or  remove,  so  that 
he  could  open  the  door  at  pleasure,  and  fix  the  padlocks  again 
in  so  geniously,  that  it  could  not  be  detected  from  their  ap- 
pearance. On  the  night  of  the  12th  January,  at  the  usual  time 
of  feeding  the  prisoners,  Newman  availing  himself  of  these 
adjustments,  opened  his  door,  came  out,  and  replacing  the  locks, 
took  his  stand  behind  thd  door  of  the  partition,  which,  when 
open,  would  conceal  him  from  observation.  The  prisoners  in 
the  other  apartments  received  their  supply  lirst,  and  the  instant 
when  the  servant  was  proceeding  from  their  door  to  go  and 
bring  Newman's  supper,  he  stepped  through  the  partition  door, 
which  had  been  lirst  opened  and  not  shut  again,  and  followed 
the  servant  soltly  tlirough  the  ball  to  the  front  door,  and  walk- 
ed away  undiscovered  !  When  the  servant  returned  with  his 
supper  to  the  wicket,  she  called  him,  but  receiving  no  answer, 
placed  his  supper  inside  of  the  wicket,  saying,  "you  may  take 
it  or  leave  it;  lam  not  going  to  wait  here  all  night.''  She 
then  secured  the  outer  door,  and  so  the  matter  rested  till  the 
morning. 

The  next  riiorning,  finding  that  the  prisoner  had  nit  taken 
his  supper,  the  servant  observed  to  the  keeper,  that  she  feared 
Newman  was  dead,  for  he  had  not  taken  his  supper:  and  she 
called  him,  but  could  not  hear  or  see  anything  of  him.  Upon 
this,  the  keeper  came  with  his  keys  to  unlock  the  door,  and  to 
his  utter  astonishment,  found  both  locks  broken  and  the  prison 
empt}'."  The  keeptir  made  known  the  matter  to  the  Sheriff,  and 
on  the  13th,  the  day  subsequent  to  his  escape,  the  following 
Notice  was  inserted  in  the  Connecticut  Journal: — 

*' Beware  OP  A  ViLLiAN  !— Ont*  of  thft  moat  *^ccompllj!hefl  villiana  that 
disKraces  our  cotintry,  broke  from  the  Jail  in  this  City  on  Friday  evHninu; 
last,  bdtween  the  h xiVs  )f  live  and  six  o'eloulv,  and  succeeded  in  iiialclnij;  his 
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eHcupe.  The  fellow  ortlln  himself  Newman,  and  wa«  bound  over  for  trial  at 
ihe  NJttlnK  of  thuiiext.  Supreme  Court,  on  the  ohart(e  of  burtUary,  having 
robbed  the  honso  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  plate,  money,  etc.  He  la  nuppoied  to  bo 
an  KuKlishmau.  und  Ih  undoubtedly  a  mo8t  profound  adept  in  the  arte  of 
knavery  and  d(H;(Yption.  He  speoks  the  Knttlish  and  Frenoh  Ungua^ea 
fluently,  and  can  play  off  the  air  of  a^wnteel  Frenobman  with  the  most  Im- 
poaiuK  gravity.  He  h  of  middling  stature,  alender  and  active,  and  appears  to 
po8Me«s  an  abtoninhing  variety  of  genlui*.  He  is  siok  or  well,  grave  or  gay, 
iiileut  or  loquaciouis ;  and  can  fence,  box,  light,  run,  sing,  dance,  play,  wrhlstle 
or  talk,  asoocaHion  MuitM.  He  amused  himself  while  In  prison,  by  making 
and  inanaginK  a  I'uppet  Show,  whicli  he  performed  apparently  with  such 
means  as  to  exisito  ihH  wonder  of  the  credulous,  havini;  apiece  of  an  old 
horse-shoe,  whetted  on  the  wall  of  his  dungeon,  as  the  only  instrtiment  of  bis 
inechaoism,  and  complaining  onlv  of  the  soaruity  of  timber  t<»  complete  his 
group.  He  had  the  atldresia,  bv  an  irrenistabie  flow  of  good  humor  and  cheer- 
lulness,  to  niako  some  boliHve  that  he  was  quite  an  iunoceut  nnd  harmless 
tnau  ;  and  excited  sympathy  enough  in  those  who  had  the  curiosity  to  see 
him,  to  obtain  several  gratiflcatioDs  which  prisoners  do  not  usually  enjoy; 
yet  the  depth  of  hiH  cunning  was  evinced  in  accomplishing  his  means  of 
(MMsape,  which  ho  elfHcied  by  sawing  a  hole  In  the  prison  door,  which  is 
neveral  inches  thieU,  so  neatly,  thst  the  block  could  be  tskun  out  and  ri*placed 
without  any  mnri<s  <»r  violence.  Through  this  hole  he  could  thrust  bin  arm, 
and  by  wrenching  oft'  strong  padlocks,  and  shoving  back  the  bolts,  at  tlie 
Jiour  of  supper,  when  the  pe-'Hon  who  waited  on  the  prisoners  wan  giving 
them  their  food,  found  a  tree  passage  to  the  hall  of  the  Counting  House,  and 
theuve  to  the  street." 

The  saw  which  he  used  in  cutting  the  door  of  the  prison,  is- 
supposed  to  liave  been  one  which  he  stole  on  board  the  steam- 
boat Ftdlon,  on  his  passage  from  New  York  to  New  Huven,  and 
so  artfully  did  he  conceal  the  saw,  though  repeatedly  searched 
both  before  and  after  his  confinement,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Capt.  Bunker,  that  he  retained  it  about  his  person  until  by  its 
means  he  efifectod  his  escape. 

About  the  time  that  Newman  made  his  elopement,  Mr.  Butler 
happened  to  bo  in  New  York,  and  on  his  return  by  land,  he 
met  Newman  travelling  leisurely  along,  a  few  miles  distant  from 
the  city.  Mr.  Butler  readily  recognized  him,  and  immediately 
instituted  a  pursuit,  but  he  baffled  his  attempt  to  apprehend 
him  and  made  his  retreat  into  the  woods.  Upon  this  Mr. 
Butler  engaged  a  party  of  men,  with  dogs  and  fire-arms,  to 
ferret  him  ont  if  possible,  but  he  had  vigilance  ami  art  suffi- 
cient to  elude  their  efibrts  to  take  him. 

The  next  morning  after  the  chase,  he  made  his  appearance 
at  a  certain  house,  where  he  found  the  t^ible  placed  for  the 
family  breakfast,  and  without  invitation  or  ceremony,  sat  down 
at  the  lable  and  began  to  eat.  While  he  was  eating,  he  observ- 
ed to  the  family,  that  he  would  not  let  them  take  him  yester- 
day— referring  to  his  pursuers.  "  Was  it  you  they  were  after  ?" 
enquired  some  of  the  family.    •*  Yes,  but  I  would  not  let  them 
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lind  me."  "  How  came  you  from  New  Ilavon?'^  was  next  en- 
•auirecl.  "  I  staid  a  great  while,"  he  replied,  ♦'  hnt  they  did  not 
nnd  anythinfif  against  mo,  only  that  a  young  wormui  pretended 
to  say  that  \  had  an  ear-ring  of  licr's,  wliieh  belonged  to  my 
wife,  which  was  not  worth  waiting  for,  and  so  I  come  away.'* 
Here  however,  he  was  apprehendon,  and  sent  ngain  to  Bride- 
well ;  but  when  he  came  there,  he  denied  being  the  man,  and 
had  so  altered  his  appearance  and  dress,  that  no  one  know  him, 
nntil  Mr.  Allen,  the  keeper  of  the  prison  at  New  Haven,  camo 
and  recognised  him.  He  took  him  in  charge  at  the  JJridewell, 
iind  returned  with  him  to  New  Haven  in  the  nteainboat.  On 
his  arrival  at  the  County  House,  the  SheiiH:'  had  him  closely 
searched,  to  see  that  he  had  no  saws,  or  any  other  instruments, 
by  which  he  might  effect  another  escape.  AttcM*  the  search,  he 
was  confined  in  the  criminal's  looni,  handculied,  with  a  shackle 
about  one  of  his  legs,  to  which  was  attached  a  long  iron  chain 
firmly  stapled  to  the  floor,  and  in  company  with  two  negro  boys 
who  were  confined  for  stealing. 

In  this  situation  ho  was  lelt  in  the  evening:  and  the  next 
mornmg,  when  the  keeper  came  to  the  door  of  his  prison,  ho 
found  him  walking  the  room,  smoking  his  pipe,  with  the  chain 
on  his  shoulder,  and  the  handcuffs  in  his  hand,  which  he  pre- 
sented to  the  keeper,  saying,  •  you  may  take  those,  they  may 
be  of  use  to  you,  for  they  are  of  no  use  to  mo.''  The  keeper, 
on  attempting  to  open  the  door,  found  that  ho  had  not  only 
drawn  the  staple,  but  had  raised  the  floor  al?o,  which  was  of 
strong  plank,  firmly  fastened  to  the  sleepers  with  spikes.  The 
heads  of  some  of  the  spikes  were  drawn  through  the  planks 
which  he  had  taken  up,  and  with  which  he  liad  so  barricaded 
the  door  that  the  keeper  attempted  in  vain  to  enter.  Upon  this, 
he  called  upon  the  Sheriff,  who  came  and  ordered  the  prisoner 
to  open  the  door,  to  which  he  replied  from  within,  "  My  house 
is  my  castle,  and  none  shall  enter  alive  without  my  leave.''  The 
Sheriff  then  ordered  the  two  colored  boys  (who  stood  trembling 
with  fear)  to  come  and  remove  the  fastening  from  the  door,  but 
the  prisoner  told  them  that  death  would  be  their  portion  if  they 
attempted  it. 

The  Sheriff  finding  him  determined  not  to  open  the  door, 
and  having  attempted  in  vain  to  get  in  by  other  means,  sent 
for  a  mason,  and  ordered  him  to  break  an  opcniiig  through  tlio 
brick  partition  which  divided  the  lower  room.  When  the 
mason  commenced  operations  on  the  wall,  Newman  said  to  the 
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Sheriff,  "  It  is  no  use  to  make  a  hole  through  the  wall,  for  I 
could  kill  every  vagabond  as  fast  as  thoy  put  their  heads  in, 
but  if  the  Shcritf  will  bring  no  one  in  but  gentlemen,  I  will 
open  the  door  lor  him."  The  door  was  then  opened,  and  the 
Sheriff  went  in  and  secured  him  ;  and  soon  after,  more  strongly, 
with  additional  irons  and  chains.  Finding  lilm-jelf  now  over- 
powered, and  another  escape  rather  hopeless,  he  h  id  recourse 
lo  his  old  scheme  of  yelling  and  screaming  like  anything  but 
the  human  voice,  and  seemingly  in  every  part  of  the  house. 
This  ho  kept  up  all  niglit,  until  the  whole  town  was  literally 
alarmed.  A  Special  Court  w^as  therefore  immediately  called, 
and  in  a  few  days  he  was  brou<i;ht  on  his  trial. 
■  The  trial  was  brought  on  as  a  case  of  burglar}-,  the  prisoner 
having  entered  a  chamber  of  Mr.  Butler's,  and  stole  an  ear-ring 
belonging  to  a  young  lady  then  lodging  at  the  house.  Newman 
obtained  Counsel  to  plead  his  case;  but  not  being  satisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  trial  was  conducted,  he  plead  his  own 
case,  in  which  he  niaintainod  that  the  ear-ring  did  not  belong 
to  the  lady,  but  to  his  own  wife :  that  every  like  was  not  the 
same,  and  that  the  evidence  before  the  Court  did  not  establish 
the  charge.  He  was  found  cuilty,  however,  and  sentenced  to 
three  years'  confinement  in  the  Newgate  Simsbury  Mines,  which 
v.-as  considered  rather  a  stretch  of  power,  on  account  of  his  in- 
lamous  and  notorious  character.  Ue  was  consequently  sent  oft* 
the  next  day  to  the  place  of  his  future  confinement  and  labor, 
ironed  and  chained,  and  in  a  wagon  under  a  strong  guard. 

After  I  arrived  in  New  Haven,  where  I  was  put  in  possession 
of  these  particulars  concerning  him,  no  person  was  known  in 
the  United  States  who  conld  identify  him  to  be  the  noted  Hen- 
Rv  More  Smith  but  myself.  1  was  consequently  requested,  for 
tlie  gratification  of  \\\v  public,  to  go  to  Simsbury  Mines  to  see 
him.  I  had  the  curiosity  lo  see  how  he  conducted  himself  at 
New  Gate,  and  proceeded  to  Simsbury,  about  fifty  miles,  for 
the  purpose.  On  my  arrival  at  Simsbury,  1  enquired  of  Capt. 
Washburn,  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  how  Newman  conducted 
himself.  He  answered  that  he  behaved  very  well ;  that  he  heard 
that  he  was  a  very  bad  follow,  but  he  had  so  many  that  were 
worse  ho  did  not  think  anything  bad  in  Newman.  1  further  en- 
quired of  the  keeper  what  account  Newman  gave  of  himself, 
and  what  he  acknowledged  to  have  been  his  occupation.  His 
answer  to  these  enquiries  were,  that  he  professed  to  be  a  tailor, 
if  anything,  but  that  he  had  not  been  accustomed  to  much  hard 
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work,  as  ho  had  always  been  subject  to  fits;  that  his  fits  were 
irightful,  aiul  that  in  his  agony  and  distress  he  woiihl  turn  round 
on  his  head  and  shoulders  like  a  top,  and  he  \vi  ^  so  bruised  and 
chafed  with  his  irons  in  his  convulsive  agonies,  tUat  he  had  tak- 
en the  shackles  otriiis  legs,  so  tliat  now  he  had  only  one  on  one 
leg.  This  was  as  convincing  to  mo  as  possible  that  he  was  my 
old  friend  Smith.  Tho  Captain  asked  me  if  I  had  a  wish  to 
liberate  him.  I  replied,  ray  object  was  to  ascertain  whether  ho 
were  a  prisoner  I  had  had  in  my  custody  more  than  twelve 
months,  and  that  if  lie  were,  he  would  know  me  immediately, 
but  would  not  profess  to  know  mo.  Accordingly,  when  he  was 
brought  into  my  presence  in  the  Captain's  room,  he  maintained 
a  perfect  indillerence,  and  took  no  notice  of  me  whatever.  I 
said  to  him,  "  Newman,  what  have  you  been  doing  tlmt  has 
brought  you  here  ?"  "  Nothing,"  said  he,  *'  I  had  an  ear-ring 
with  me  that  belonged  to  my  wile,  and  a  young  lady  claimed  it 
and  swore  it  belonged  to  her,  and  I  had  no  friend  to  speak  in 
favor  of  mo,  and  tlioy  sent  me  to  prison*''  I  then  asked  him 
whether  he  had  ever  seen  me  before.  lie  looked  earnestly  upon 
me  and  said,  ''  I  do  not  know  but  1  have  seen  you  at  New  Ha- 
ven, there  were  many  men  at  Court."  "  Where  did  you  come 
from  ?''  His  reply  Avas,  "  I  came  from  Canada.''  '*  What  coun- 
tryman are  you  ?"  *'  A  Frenchman,  born  in  France.''  Ue  had 
been  in  London  and  Liverpool,  but  never  at  Brighton.  "  Was 
you  ever  at  Kingston,  New^  Brunswick  ?''  He  answered,  "  No, 
he  did  not  know  where  that  was,"  with  a  countenance  as  un- 
moved as  if  ho  had  spoken  in  all  the  confidence  of  truth. 

He  appeared  rather  more  fleshy  than  when  at  Kingston  ;  but 
still  remained  the  same  subtle,  mysterious  being.  I  understood 
that  he  was  the  first  that  had  ever  eftected  an  exemption  from 
labor  in  that  prison  by  or  on  any  pretence  whatever.  He  kept 
himself  cleai:  and  decent,  and  among  tho  wretched  victims  who 
were  daily  brought  fiom  the  horrid  pit  in  chains  and  fetters  to- 
their  daily  labor  of  making  nails.  William  Newman  appeared 
quite  a  distinguished  character.  So  obtuse  was  he  that  he  could 
not  bi.  taught  to  make  a  nail,  and  yet  so  ingenious  was  he,  that 
he  made  a  Jew's  harp  to  the  greatest  perfection,  without  being 
discovered  at  work,  and  without  its  being  known  until  he  wa» 
playing  on  it. 

It  was  in  the  city  of  New  Haven  tliat  the  author  published 
the  first  edition  of  these  Memoirs,  being  aware  that  here,  where 
his  character  and  unprecedented  actions  were  perfectly  known 
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throngliout  the  country,  the  publication  of  his  doings  at  Kings- 
ton, and  his  career  throughout  the  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia  would  not  only  be  desi:\ible  and  acceptable, 
but  would  also  be  received  with  less  scrupulousness,  when 
brought,  as  it  were,  in  contact  with  facts  of  a  similar  nature 
publicly  known  and  believed. 

While  these  papers  were  being  prepared  for  the  press,  a 
i^entleman  from  Washington,  Majoi'  Mc Daniel,  oii  his  return 
rrom  Boston,  boarded  some  time  in  the  same  house  with  mo, 
that  of  ifr.  Joseph  Nichols,  and  having  hearJ  some  details  from 
me  of  his  unprecedented  character  and  actions  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  having  also  become  acquainted  with  the  facts  relatiiii^ 
to  his  imprisonment  and  escape,  etc.,  in  tliat  placo,  could  not 
repress  his  curiosity  in  going  to  see  him,  and  requested  me  to 
accompany  him  at  his  own  ex[>ense.  lie  observed  that  it  would 
be  a  high  gratitication  to  him,  on  his  return  to  Washington, 
that  he  would  not  only  have  one  of  my  books  with  him,  but 
would  also  be  able  to  say  that  he  had  personally  seen  the  Sheriff 
from  New  Brunswick  that  had  written  tlie  book,  and  had  seen 
the  remarkable  character  in  the  prison  of  Newgate  that  had 
constituted  the  subject  of  the  book,  and  also  the  prison  in  New 
Haven  from  which  he  escaped.  Accordingly  we  set  out  lor  New 
Gate,  and  my  friend  had  the  satistaction  nf  seeing  the  noted 
Henry  .^^ore  Smith,  now  William  Newman.  On  our  leaving 
him,  I  said  to  him,  "  Now,  Smith,  if  yon  have  anything  you 
wish  to  communicate  to  your  wife,  1  will  let  her  know  it."  He 
looked  at  me  and  said,  '*  Sir,  are  you  going  io  the  Jerseys  *f ' 
'•  Why  do  you  think  your  wife  is  there  ?'  ••  I  hope  so  ;  I  left 
her  there,''  wus  his  reply,  and  that  witli  as  uiuoh  firmness  and 
seemiuic  earnestness  cas  if  he  had  never  nefore  seen  mv 
face.  After  I  had  left  him  and  returned  to  New  Haven,  and 
furnished  the  printer  with  this  additional  sketch,  and  had  the 
Memoirs  completed,  one  of  the  books  was  sliowfi  to  him,  which 
he  perused  with  much  attention  and  replie  I  with  seeming  in- 
difterence  that  there  never  was  such  a  chara.*ter  in  existence, 
but  that  some  gentleman  travelling  in  the  United  States  had 
run  short  of  money,  and  had  invented  that  book  to  defray  his 
expenses  I 

immediately  after  he  had  read  the  Metnoirs  of  his  own  un- 
paralleled life  and  actions,  and  pronouu4:'-ed  tho  whole  a  fiction, 
as  if  to  outdo  anything  before  relateil  of  l/ini.  or  attributed  t«> 
liim,  he  added  the  iollowiug  remarkable  feat  to  the  list,  already 
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so  lull,  of  his  singular  and  unprecedented  actions.  In  the  pre- 
Hcnco  of  a  number  of  young  persons,  and  when  there  was  a  tine 
lire  burning  on  the  hearth,  he  attectcd  to  be  suddenly  seized 
with  a  violent  C(mvulsive  tit,  iallin!]r  down  on  the  floor  and 
l)()undin.^  and  writliing  about  as  if  in  the  most  agonizing  suf- 
fering And  what  consiituted  the  wonder  of  tins  mastftrpieco 
of  atfectation  was,  that  iii  his  spasmodic  contortions  his  feet 
came  in  contact  with  the  fire,  and  were  literally  beginning  to 
!»e  roasted,  without  his  appearing  to  feel  any  pain  from  the 
biirninif.  This  circumstance  confirmed  the  belief  in  the  by- 
standerrf  that  the  fit  was  a  reality  ;  and  he  did  not  misa  his  aim 
in  shewing  off  his  spasmodic  attack,  which  was  indeed  done  to 
the  life,  lie  w.n  consequently  exempted  from  hard  labor,  and 
was  permitted  to  ciii[)loy  himself  in  any  trifling  occupation  ho 
(horfi',  or  in  mikiii'^  jows's  liarps,  pen-knives,  knivr  of  various 
'loscriptions,  and  rings,  h\  the  mechanism  of  wliicii 'le  displayed 
iiiuoh  original  talent  and  characteristic  ingenui r;  Many  i)or- 
suns,  from  more  curiosity,  purchased  from  him  several  articles 
of  his  hiindiwork.  From  aniontc  the  rest  inav  be  instanced  the 
the  case  of  two  young  men,  who  very  much  admired  his  small 
peu-knives,  and  proposed  purchasing  two  of  them  on  condition 
of  his  engraving  his  name  on  the  handles  of  them.  lie  imme- 
diately engraved,  with  perfect  neatness,  "  Henry  More  Smith," 
Gil  one  side  of  one  of  Ihcm,  "  William  Newman  "  on  the  other 
side,  and  on  the  other  knife  he  engraved,  "  Mysterious 
Stranger.''  'J'hese  knives  were  kept  by  their  owners  as  a 
curiosity,  and  many  persons  were  much  gratified  by  seeing 
til  ?m.  One  of  them  was  some  time  after  brought  to  Kingston, 
and  I  myselt  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  the  name  of  my  old 
domestic  engraved  on  the  handle. 

Under  the  indulgent  treatment  he  received  in  New  Gate,  he 
l»ecame  perfectly  reconciled  to  his  situat'on,  manifesting  no  de- 
sire to  leave  it.  "  Contentment,''  he  said,  "  is  the  brightest 
jewel  in  this  life,  and  I  was  never  more  contented  in  my  life." 
Con?e(|uontly  he  never  attempted  any  means  of  escape. 

After  tlie  period  ot  his  ini;  risonmci\t  was  up,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived his  diseliarge,  he  left  with  the  keeper  of  the  prison  a 
liiglily  finislxMl  ]*o('ket  knife,  of  moderate  size,  the  handle  of 
wliieh  contained  a  watcdi,  complete  in  all  its  paits,  keeping 
time  regularly.  And  wliat  excited  much  wonder  in  reference 
to  this  ingenious  and  singularly  curious  piece  of  mechaidsm, 
was  the  fact  that  ho  had  never  been  found  at  work  on  any  part 
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of  the  watch  or  knife,  and  yet  there  was  no  douht  on  the  minds 
of  those  who  saw  it  that  it  was  in  reality  the  production  of  \m 
own  genius,  and  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  For  this  informa- 
tion I  was  indebted  to  a  gentleman  named  Osborne,  who  re- 
sided in  the  neighborhood,  and  who  stated  that  he  had  seen 
the  watch  and  knife  himself,  and  that  it  was  regarded  by  all  as 
a  most  wonderful  piece  of  ingenuity 

He  left  Simsbury  decently  apparalled,  with  some  money  in 
his  pocket,  and  in  possession  of  some  articles  of  his  own  handi- 
work. He  directed  his  course  eastward,  and  was  seen  in  Bos- 
ton ;  but  for  some  s^iort  time  nothing  particular  or  striking  was 
heard  of  him.  The  first  thing  concerning  him,  that  arrested 
public  attention,  was  published  in  the  Bodon  Ballciin^  and 
which  came  under  my  own  eye  ; — 

Bkwake  ov  PiCKi'oCKKTS !— As  the  stage  coaoh,  full  of  pnssonprcrs.  ou  its  way  to  tnis  city 
a  few  evenings  since,  one  of  the  paHScngers  rang  the  bell,  and  cried  ci't  to  the  driver  to 
8to|>  his  horscsi  ns  his  pockets  had  been  picked  of  a  large  sum  of  money  since  he  entered  tiio 
o;"\ch  ;  and  at  the  same  time  requested  the  driver  would  not  let  any  of  the  passengers  j;ct 
ouLOf  the  coach,  it  being  dark,  until  hd  the  atorcsaid  passenger,  should  bring  a  light  in 
order  to  have  a  general  search.  This  caused  a  k^neral  feeling  of  pockets  amoni?  the  piis- 
sengers,  when  another  passenger  cried  out  that  his  pocket  book  had  also  been  stolen.  The 
driver  did  as  directed  until  the  gentleman  who  first  spoke  should  have  time  to  have  pro- 
cured a  lamp*  but  whether  hi'  found  it  or  not  remained  quite  uncertain.  But  no  doubt  he 
found  the  light  he  intended  should  answer  his  purpose,  as  he  did  not  make  his  appoaranrc 
in  any  other  light.  Uowevcr,  the  passenger  who  really  lost  his  pocket  book,  which  althoufih 
it  did  not  contain  but  a  small  amount  of  money,  thinks  he  ehall  hereafter  understand  what 
is  meant  when  a  man  in  a  stage  coach  calls  out  thief,  and  that  he  will  prefer  dirkness  rather 
than  light,  if  ever  such  an  evil  joke  is  offered  to  be  played  with  him  again." 

As  he  was  continually  changing  his  name,  as  well  as  his 
place,  it  was  impossible  jilways  to  identify  his  person,  especi- 
ally as  few  persons  in  the  United  States  were  personally 
acquainted  with  him.  The  difficulty  of  recognizing  him  was 
not  a  little  increased  also  by  the  circumstances  of  his  continu- 
ally changing  his  external  appearance ;  and  the  iniquitous 
means  by  which  he  could  obtain  money  and  change  of  apparel, 
always  afforded  him  a  perfect  facility  of  assuming  a  diff'erent 
appearance.  In  addition  to  these  circumstances  also,  as  a 
feature  of  character  which  no  less  contributed  to  the  difficulty 
of  identifying  him,  must  be  taken  into  account  his  une(iualled 
and  inimitable  ease  in  afiecting  diil'erent  and  various  characters 
and  his  perfect  and  unembarrassed  composure  in  the  most  difli* 
cult  and  perplexing  circumstances.  To  the  identity  and  eccen- 
tricity, therefore,  of  his  actions,  rather  than  to  our  knowledge 
ot  the  identity  of  his  person  and  name,  we  must  depend,  in  our 
future  attempts  to  trace  liis  footsteps  and  mark  their  character- 
istic points. 

Ou  this  ground,  therefore,  there  U  not  the  shadow  ot  a  doubt 
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that  the  robbery  committed  in  the  stage  coach,  and  that  the 
originality  of  tlie  means  by  which  he  carried  off  his  booty, 
pointed  with  unhesi'oting  certainty  to  the  noted  character  of 
our  narrative.  After  this  depredation  in  the  coach,  with  whicli 
he  came  olf  snccossf'nl,  it  would  appear  that  he  bonded  his 
course  in  disguise  through  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  assnming  different  characters  arid  committing  many  rob- 
beries undiscovered  and  even  unsuspected  for  a  length  of  time, 
and  afterwards  made  his  appearance  in  Upper  Canada  in  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  merchant  from  New  Brunswick  with 
a  large  quantity  of  smuggled  goods  from  New  York,  which  he 
said  was  coming  on  after  him  in  wagons.  These,  he  said,  he 
intended  to  dispose  of  on  very  moderate  term?,  so  as  to  suit 
purchasers. 

Here  he  called  upon  my  brother,  Augustus  Bates,  Deputy 
Postmaster,  at  Wellington  Square,  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
inu.^med  the  family  tliat  ho  was  well  acquainted  with  Sheriff 
Bates,  at  Kingston,  and  that  he  called  to  let  theni  know  that  he 
and  his  family  were  well.  He  regretted  very  much  that  he 
had  not  found  Mr,  Bates  at  home,  and  stated  that  he  was  upon 
urgent  and  important  business  and  could  not  tarry  with  them 
for  the  night,  but  would  leave  a  letter  for  him  This  he  accord- 
ingly did,  properly  addressed,  and  in  good  handwriting;  but 
when  it  wa3  opened,  and  its  contents  examined,  no  one  in  the 
place  could  make  out  the  name  of  the  writer,  or  read  any  part 
of  the  letter !  It  appeared  to  have  been  written  in  the  char- 
iicters  of  some  foreign  language,  but  it  could  not  be  decyphered. 
This  was  another  of  his  characteristic  eccentricities,  but  his  in- 
tention in  it  could  not  be  well  understood. 

He  did  not  appear  to  make  himself  particularly  known  to  the 
family,  nor  to  caltivate  any  further  ac(iuaintance  with  them, 
but  proceeded  thence  to  the  principal  boarding  house  in  the 
town  and  engaged  entertainments  for  himself  and  thirteen 
other  persons,  who,  he  said,  were  engaged  in  bringing  on  his 
wagons,  loaded  witJi  his  smuggled  goods.  Having  thus  fixed 
upon  a  residence  for  himself  and  his  gang  ot  wagoners,  he  then 
called  upon  all  the  principal  merchants  in  the  town,  on  pre- 
tence of  entering  into  contracts  for  storing  large  packages  of 
goods,  and  promising  to  give  great  bargains  to  purchasers  on 
their  arrival,  and  in  some  instances  actually  received  money  as 
earnest  on  some  packages  of  saleable  goods,  for  the  sale  of 
)t  a  doubt  I  <vhich  he  entered  into  contracts.    It  may  be  remarked,  by  the 
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wa}^  that  ho  wroto  also  in  an  unknown  and  nnintelligiblo  hand 
to  the  celebrated  Captain  Brant,  tlie  same  as  he  had  written  to 
Mr.  Bates,  but  with  what  view  was  equally  inysterious  a!id  un- 
accountable. 

Notwithstanding  his  genteel  and  respectable  appearance, 
there  was  a  singularity  in  his  manner  and  conduct  which,  with 
all  his  tact  and  experience,  he  could  not  altogether  conceal,  and 
hence  arose  some  supicions  as  to  the  reality  of  his  pretensions. 
These  suspicions  received  conlirmation,  and  were  soon  matured 
into  the  reality  of  his  being  a  genteel  impostor,  from  the  tact 
that  the  time  for  the  arrival  of  his  wagons  was  now  elapsed, 
and  that  they  wore  not  making  an  appearance.  At  this  junc- 
ture, when  public  attention  and  observation  were  directed  to 
the  stranger  to  observe  which  way  the  balance  would  turn,  an 
individual  named  Brown,  who  had  formerly  resided  in  New 
Brunswick,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Canada,  coming  into 
contact  with  the  gentleman,  recognized  him  from  a  certain 
mark  he  carried  on  his  lace  to  be  the  far-famed  Henry  More 
Smith,  whom  he  had  seen  and  known  when  in  Jail  in  Kingston. 

This  report  passing  immediately  into  circiihition,  gave  the 
imposter  a  timely  signal  to  depart,  without  waiting  lor  the  ar- 
rival of  his  wagons  and  baggage,  and  without  loss  of  time  he 
took  his  departure  from  Canada,  by  way  of  Lake  Erie,  through 
the  Michigan  teiritury,  and  down  the  Ohio  to  the  Southern 
States.  With  his  proceedings  during  this  course  of  his  travels 
we  are  entirely  unacquainted ;  theretbro  the  reader  must  bo 
left  to  his  own  reflections  as  to  his  probable  adventures  as  Uo, 
travelled  through  this  immense  tract  of  country.  Tiiere  is  no 
reason  for  doubt,  however,  that  he  had  by  this  time,  and  even 
long  before,  become  so  confirmed  in  his  iniquitous  courses  that 
he  would  let  no  occasion  pass  unimproved  rhat  would  afford 
him  an  opportunity  of  indulging  in  the  predominant  propensity 
of  a  mind  which  seemed  to  glory  in  the  prosecutions  of  rol)- 
beries  and  plunder,  as  well  as  ai  the  variety  or  means  by  which 
he  effected  iiis  urdieard  of  and  nnproce  Rented  escapes. 

After  his  arrival  in  the  South.crn  States,  we  are  again  able 
to  glean  something  of  his  life  laid  lii.story.  While  he  was  yet 
in  the  jail  ai  King's  County,  it  will  be  remembered  that  he  said 
he  had  been  a  Preacher,  and  that  ho  shouhl  preach  again,  and 
would  gain  proselytes;  and  now  his  prediction  is  brought 
about,  for  under  a  new  name,  that  of  Henry  Hopkins,  he  ap- 
peared in  the  character  of  a  Preacher  in  the  Southern  States  ! 
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And  what  wonder?  For  Satan  liimseH  is  transformed  into  an 
.'ingel  of  h'ght.  Hero,  even  in  thi^  character,  ho  was  not  with- 
out success,  for  he  got  njany  to  follow  and  admire  him;  yet 
tluop  as  ids  hypocrisy  was,  he  seemed  to  be  fully  sensible  of  it, 
although  his  conscience  bad  heconie  seared,  and  was  proof- 
against  any  proper  sense  of  wrong.  JTe  acknowledged  that  he 
liad  been  shocked  to  see  so  many  follow  him  to  boar  him 
preach,  and  even  to  be  alfected  under  his  preaching.  Our 
source  of  information  does  not  furnish  us  with  an}'  of  the  par- 
ticulars which  marked  his  conduct  while  itinerating  through 
the  South  in  his  newly  assumed  character  ;  yet  general  accounts 
went  on  to  say  that  he  had,  for  a  length  of  time,  so  conducted 
himself  that  he  gained  much  popularit}'  in  his  ministerial  call- 
ing, and  had  a  considerable  nund^er  of  adherents.  However, 
this  may  have  boon  the  case  for  a  length  of  time,  yet  as  the  as- 
sumption of  this  new  character  could  not  be  attributable  to  any 
supernatural  impulse,  but  was  merely  another  feature  ot  a  char- 
ju'tor  already  so  singularly  diversirted,  i!\tended  as  a  cloak 
under  whicli  he  might,  with  less  liability  to  suspicion,  indulge 
tlie  prevailing  and  all  controlling  propensities  of  his  vitiated 
mind,  it  v/iis  not  to  bo  ox[»ectL'd,  with  all  the  ingenuity  ho  was 
capable  of  exercising,  that  he  would  long  ])e  able  to  conceal  his 
n\il  character.  Accordingly,  soni(i  high  misdemeanor,  which 
we  have  not  been  able  to  trace,  at  length  disclosed  the  hypoc- 
risy of  his  character,  and  jdaced   him   before  his  deluded  fol- 


lowers in  his  true  light. 


It  would  appear,  whatever  might  have  been  the  nature  of  his 
crime,  that  legal  means  were  adopted  for  his  apprehension,  and 
that  in  order  to  exnediate  his  escape  from  the  hands  of  justice, 
he  had  seized  upon  a  certain  gentleman's  coach  and  hor-cs  and 
was  travelling  in  the  character  ot  a  gentlenn\n  in  statt%  wfiou 
li(^  was  overtaken  and  apprehended  in  tte  State  of  Maryland. 
Here  he  was  tried  and  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  seven  vears 
nnprisoimient  in  the  State  Pri'^'on  in  Baltimore,  which,  from  the 
nature  of  the  climate,  was  generally  believed  would  terminate 
his  career.  The  p:irticulars  of  this  adventure  I  received  in  the 
city  of  New  York  in  1827,  where  I  took  much  pains  to  obtaiu  all 
possible  information  concerning  his  proceedings  in  the  South- 
ern States  while  passing  under  the  character  ot  a  Preacher. 

In  1833  it  so  happened  that  1  had  occasion  to  visit  the  city  of 
Kew  York  again,  when  I  renewed  my  inquiries  concerning 
him,  but  to  no  effect ;  no  sources  of  information  to  which  I  bad 
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access  yielded  any  aorount  of  liim,  and  tlio  most  rational  con- 
jecture was  that  ho  cither  terminated  hi^  course  in  the  State 
Prison  at  Biiltiniorc,  or  that  one  day,  should  he  outlive  the 
period  of  liis  confinement  and  ho  asjain  lot  loose  upon  the  peace 
of  society,  some  fresh  developoment  of  his  character  would 
point  out  the  scene  of  his  renewed  depredations. 

In  this  painhd  state  of  ohscurity  1  was  reluctantly  ol)li<^ed  to 
leave  the  hero  of  our  narrative  on  mv  return  from  New  York. 

Another  yenv  had  nearly  elapsed  hefore  any  additional  lij^ht 
was  thrown  upon  his  history;  hut  in  an  unexpected  moment, 
wdien  the  supposition  of  his  having*  cmded  his  career  in  the 
prison  at  13altimore  was  becoming  fixed,  I  received  hy  the 
politeness  of  a  friend  a  tile  of  the  NewYorh  Tinier,  one  of  the 
numbers  of  which  contained  the  fbllowim^  article,  bringing?  our 
adventurer  again  full  into  view  in  his  usual  cliaracteristie  style  : 

"PoMTK  Oki'ick— RoiiiiEKV  ANM)  Si'KKDY  AiiHKST.— A  Preiifh  RtTitloinjin  from  tho  South, 
(so  roprenentt'tl  l»y  hiinsi'lf)  who  has  for  n  few  wi-cks  luisf,  umlcr  fht;  iiiiiin' of  licnry  IJornl 
huon  runninK  u|i  II  billi  iin<l  ruiininK  down  the  farci  at  the  Frnnkliii  Uoihc,  \va4  this  alter- 
1)001)  iirrvsted  ut  the  cstulilishiniMit  on  the  uiiKentli'iniMity  charuf  of  pillntMiii,'  the  trunks  of 
lodffurS'  Since  his  sojuurn  a  vjirioty  of  articles  had  disniipc  in- 1  fiwm  the  chambers  of  llie 
hotcli  and  anionR.oMhc  rest  altout,  two  liundrcd  (U)il'>rs  fioiii  tiio  Irani;  ol  one  Kcntleuiaii. 
No  one.  howeveri  iiad  thouulit  of  suspecting;  the  French  Kcnthinan,  w  <>  was  also  a  lodu'ir. 
until  this  niorninif,  wiicn.  unfortunately  f-T  hiuii  his  liK-e  was  recouni/.cd  by  a  i^entleuDin 
who  knew  liini  to  have  been  in  the  St  ite  Prison  at  Ualtiinoro.  Ilowevci,  on  ^ca  chint;  him, 
which  he  readily  conipliid  with,  not  one  cent  (d"  the  nn)ney  could  be  fiumd  either  ipon  hi:! 
baffRMtre  or  his  person  :  l>ut  in  lieu  thereof,  thoy  found  him  po<>csscd  id'  :i  lartfc  number  of 
sunill  keyti,  Ihrouuh  which,  no  doubti  he  found  uican>'  of  divp-ciiik'  of  any  '^nrpln-'a^'c  uf  eir- 
cuhitiuK  medium,  whereupoc  his  iiuurters  were  chanRcd  to  liridewell  until  the  eiisuiuu  term 
of  UenentI  Sc-aions," 

Tfere  he  remained  in  confinement  until  the  period  of  his  trial 
came  round,  when,  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  to  commit 
him  to  the  State  l*rison,  he  was  thence  discluiri^ed,  and  the  next 
account  we  hear  of  him  brings  him  before  our  view  under  the 
name  of  Henry  Preston,  arrested  in  the  act  of  attempting  to  rob 
the  Northern  Mail  Coacli,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  article, 
extracted  from  the  7'i/??('s  :— 

"POLICK  OniOK,  Mo.vnAY.  Feb.  22nd.l8.r).— Ju-<t  a.s  this  olli -a  was  closlnsr  on  Saturday 
eveninK.  a  very  Kentlemanly  looking  ma  >.  deujutly  drcss(Ml.  cailin?  himself  Henry  Prestnn, 
w-as  brought  up  in  the  custody  of  the  driver  and  uuard  of  tli  •  Northern  Mail  Statre,  who 
charged  him  with  an  atteni|»t  to  rob  the  niail.  The  aeeusers  tesilHiid  thiit  "rithin  a  short  dis- 
tance of  Peeki>kill  they  discovered  the  prisoner  about  a  hundrcij  yards  ahead  of  tiie  stavte, 
and  on  appro  ehinp  nearer  they  saw  him  jump  over  a  fence,  evidontiv  to  avoid  notice  This 
of  course,  excited  their  suspicion,  and  they  kept  an  eye  to  the  m  lil,  wliieh  wis  depositeil  in 
tlie^boot.  In  thocourse  uf  a  siiort  time  the  guard  discovered  tlie  rat  nibl)linsr  at  the  bait, 
and,  desiring  the  driver  not  to  stop  the  s|)eed  of  the  horses,  ho  (uietly  let  liimseif  down  and 
found  the  prisoner  actively  employed  loosuning  the  strap  whi(  li  eontines  the  mail  bag!  He 
was  instantly  arrest,  d,  placed  in  the  eirriago  and  carrietl  to  town  free  of  expense.  avinu 
nothing  to  olfur  in  extenuation  (dbis  oll'ence,  Mr.  Henry  Preston  was  commiited  to  Bridewell 
until  Monday  lor  further  investigation. 

"  PomckOi'mck,  MoNn\y  viokninij.— This  inoming  Henry  Prea'.on,  committed  for  at- 
tempting to  rob  the  Northern  M:iil,  wjs  brought  up  before  the  Sitting  Magistr  ites,  when 
the  High  iSheritr  of  Urango  County  ft|)|»oared  anil  doinamleil  the  prisoner,  whooo  real  name 
wiw  Henry  Gibney,  as  u  fugitive  from  justice!  He  stated  that  the  prisoner  wus  to  have 
been  tried  for  grand  larceny,  and  was  lodged  in  the  House  of  Detcntioti  at   Newburgh,  on 
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Thursday,  under  euro  ut  twi  persuna— that  In  the  course  of  the  night  ho  tried  to  elude  the 
viffileneu  of" his  keepers,  e^capctl  from  contlnoinent,  and  crosaod  the  river  on  the  ice,  luid  had 
Kot  down  a8  far  as  Poikskill.  where  he  sa,vs  ho  attempted  to  Rot  on  top  of  the  stago  that  ho 
luik'h'  ffot  into  New  York  as  soon  as  possible." 

Uy  order  ol  the  Jud<;eM  the  prisoner  wa!i  delivered  up  to  the  Sheriff  of  Orange 
County,  to  be  rccoKnizod  tliure  for  hi.-*  trinl  fur  the  ofTence  with  which  he  wus 
ori;L;inally  chnrged,  at  the  next  General  SeH.sion  of  the  Supremo  Court.  But  he- 
lore  the  time  ciimc  round  ho  had,  ns  on  mo<«t  former  occasions,  contrived  to  make 
'.lis  escape,  and  directed  his  course  towards  Upper  Canada. 

Of  the  particular  manner  of  his  escape,  and  his  adventures  on  his  way  throus^h 
to  Canada  we  can  state  nothing  with  certainty;  but  like  all  his  previous  move- 
ments, we  may  hazard  the  conjecture  that  they  were  such  as  would  do  the  usual 
honor  to  his  wretched  profession.  Yet,  with  all  his  taot,  he  could  not  always 
cifcupe  the  hands  of  justice;  and  hence  his  course  is  not  unfrcquently  inter- 
rupted,  and  his  prosress  impeded  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  prison.  It  is  owing 
to  this  circumstance  that  we  are  enabled  to  keep  pace  with  him  in  Upper  Canada, 
where  we  find  him  confined  in  the  jail  of  Toronto  under  the  charge  of  burglary. 

For  this  information  the  writer  is  indebted  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Auj;ustuHBate.s, 
residing  in  Upper  Canada,  from  his  letter,  dated  4th  August,  1835,  wo  make  the 
luUowing  extract,  which  will  point  out  the  circumstances  which  have  guided  us 
in  endeavoring  to  follow  up  tha  tiistory  of  the  Mysterious  Stkanger  to  the 
present  time  :— 

"  Dkar  Brotiikk,— I  now  sit  down  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  number  of  your  letters 
cspeeially  ^our  In^t  by  Mr.  .Snmuel  Niehols,  in  wiiich  you  luentiimed  that  you  were  writing 
a  new  edition  of  *  More  kSinith.'  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  suspend  the  puldicatioii 
until  you  hoar  from  me  again.  There  is  a  man  now  eoniined  in  Toronto  Jail  who  bears  the 
ilcsrription  of  More  rSinith,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  same.  Many  things  are  told  of  him 
wliieh  no  other  person  could  perform.  1  will  not  attempt  to  repeit  them,  as  I  cannot  vouch 
for  their  truth-  From  current  reports  I  was  induced  to  write  to  the  Shorift",  who  h;id  him  in 
(Inirgo.  requopting  him  to  give  me  !i  correct  account  of  him.  I  have  not  hoard  from  the 
>iierilf  since  I  wrote;  perhiips  he  is  wiiiting  to  see  in  what  mnnner  he  is  to  be  disposed  ot. 
Ptciiurt  silys  that  the  man  is  condennied  to  bo  executed  for  shop-breaking -ho  wishes  the 
tShcrilf  to  do  his  duty :  that  he  had  much  rather  bo  hanged  than  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 
iMiiiiy  are  the  curious  stories  told  of  him,  which,  as  I  said  before,  I  will  not  vouoh  for. 
isliou  d  the  Sheritf  write  to  me,  his  infuruaution  may  be  relied  on," 

>*Severul  communications  from  Upper  Canada  have  reached  us  between  the  date 
ot  the  letter  from  which  the  above  extract  is  made  and  the  present  time,  but 
none  of  them  contained  the  desired  information  as  to  the  particular  fate  of  the 
prisoner,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  was  disposed  of  until  the  8tb  of  September 
last,  1836. 

Ijy  a  letter  from  Mr.  Augustus  Bates,  bearing  this  date,  it  would  appear  that 
the  prisoner  had  not  been  executed,  but  had  been  sentenced  to  one  year's  confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary.     Wo  make  the  following  extract  :— 

"  I  give  you  all  the  information  I  can  i  btain  rospoctin^  the  prisoner  enciuircd  after.  Tho 
•fiiiler,  who  is  also  the  lieputy  SheriiV,  that  had  him  in  carge,  says  tte  could  Ica-n  nothing 
fniiu  Uiiu ;  .><ai<l  ho  e.lled  his  name  Hinith.  that  he  wa,s  fifty-five  years  old.  but  denies  that  ho 
wiiti  over  in  Kingston,  New  lirunnwick.  The.Iailer  had  one  of  your  books  and  showed  it  to 
liiiiii  but  he  denied  >tny  knowledge  of  it,  and  would  not  give  any  satisfaction  to  the  enquiries 
lie  inado  ot  him.  The  ^)heritf  says  ho  believes  the  person  to  be  the  same  Mysterious 
Mrniiger;  that  he  was  condemned  and  sentenced  to  tho  penitentiary  for  one  year.  Ilia 
crimo  was  burglary." 


It  would  have  ailbrded  the  writer  of  these  Memoirs  great  satisfaction,  and,  do 
duubt,  an  equal  satisfaction  to  the  reader,  had  it  been  in  his  power  to  have  paid 
a  visit  to  Upper  Canada  that  be  might  be  able  to  state  from  his  own  certain  and 
personal  knowledge  ot  the  prisoner  at  Toronto,  that  he  was.  indot  I,  the  self- 
aamo  noted  individual  that  was  in  hiu  custody  twonty-two  years  ago,  and  whom 
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lie  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  and  rcrjognizing  tiuhscquently  at  the  Siinsljiuy 
Mines,  where  hu  played  ufF  his  aU'ectcU  lits  with  Huuh  art  and  conscciucnt  ad- 
vantage. 

But  although  it  is  not  in  tho  writer's  power  to  closo  up  his  Memoir  with  sd 
important  and  valuahle  a  diseovcry-yet,  keeping  in  view  tlie  charauterlstic  fea- 
tures ot  the  man — his  prolessed  ignorance  of  Kingston,  in  New  Brunswick— his 
denial  of  ever  having  seen  the  fust  edition  of  tlie  Memoirs,  und  tlio  caro  whicli 
lie  touk  to  k«)cp  hitiisell  enveloped  in  mystery,  hy  utterly  dccliring  to  give  any 
Hutislactory  inlorniatitm  concerning  hitMsulf ;  all  thesj  circumstaDco-t  united,  form 
a  conibinati(m  of  features  so  markc^  iks  to  carry  conviction  to  tho  mind  of  tho 
reader  wiio  has  traced  him  throouh  this  narrative,  that  ho  is  do  other  than  the 
same  mysterious  llcnry  More  Smith. 

Ther(  is  another  feature  in  tho  prisoner  at  Toronto  that  seems  strangely  cor- 
rohorati\oof  what  we  are  desirous  properly  to  est vhlish,  th«\t  is  his  ago.  IIo 
acknowledges  to  be  fifty-five  years  of  ago,  and  although  this  would  make  him 
.Mimewha*^^  older  than  his  real  age,  yet  it  fixes  this  point—that  the  prisoner  lU 
Toronto  is  well  advanced  in  ycais,  and  so  must  the  sulycct  of  our  Memoirs  bu 
also. 

From  information  which  wo  have  obtained  it  seems  that  Imj  has  undergone  lus 
trial,  and  was  committed  to  the  penitentiary  lor  u  year's  confinement .  VVIiethcr 
ho  found  any  means  of  effecting  an  exemption  from  lal)or  in  the  penitentiary  and 
then  rcconeilir  g  himself  to  his  confinement,  or  whether  he  accomplished  one  of 
his  ingenious  departures,  we  arc  unable  to  determine.  One  thing,  however,  is 
highly  probable — that  ho  is  again  gomg  up  and  down  in  the  earth  in  the  practice 
of  his  hoary-headed  villainy,  except  a  Power  from  on  High  has  directed  tho  arrow 
tf  conviction  to  his  heart;  for  no  inferior  impulso  would  bo  capable  of  giving  a 
now  direction  to  the  lile  and  actions  of  a  man  whose  habits  of  iniquity  have  h«en 
lipcoed  into  maturity  and  obtained  an  immovable  ascendancy  by  the  practice  of 
so  many  successive  years. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  an  unprecoJ'^nted  dcirree  of  cleverness 
in  all  his  adventures,  which  costs  a  kind  of  illusive  and  momentary  covering  over 
the  real  character  of  liis  actions,  and  would  seem  to  engage  an  interest  in  his 
favor,  (and  this  is  an  error  to  which  the  human  mind  seems  remarkably  pre-dis- 
posed  when  vice  presents  itself  before  us  in  all  its  cleverness),  yet  who  can  read 
his  miserable  career  without  feeling  pained  at  the  melancholy  picture  of  depravity 
it  presents?  Who  would  have  supposed  that  after  his  condemnation  and  sentence 
at  Kingston,  and  his  life,  by  an  act  of  human  mercy,  given  into  his  hands  again, 
he  would  not  have  hastened  to  his  wile,  and  with  tears  of  eompuDction  o)ingled 
with  those  of  joy,  cast  himself  upon  her  neck  and  resolved,  by  a  course  of  future 
rectitude  and  hone.-ty,  to  make  her  an  Jiappy  as  his  previous  disgraceful  and  sin- 
ful career  had  made  her  miserable. 

But  ah  !  no.  His  release  was  followed  hy  no  such  eflfcctg.  Renderei  unsuscep- 
tible of  every  natural  and  tender  impression,  and  yet  under  tbe  full  dominion  of 
the  god  of  this  world,  he  abandoned  the  inmate  of  his  bosom',  and  set  out  single- 
handed  in  the  fresh  pursuit  of  crime. 

There  is,  however,  one  redeeming  feature  which  stands  out  among  the  general 
deformities  of  his  character.  In  all  the  adventures  which  the  history  of  his 
course  presents  to  our  view,  ve  are  not  called  upon  to  witness  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  blood;  und  it  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  absence  of  this  repulsive  trait  ol 
character  that  we  do  not  behold  him  in  a  more  relentless  light. 
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steam  Job  Printing  Establishment, 
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Saint  John,  N.  B. 


GEO.  r.  ©:?/r. 


^oprielor. 


BUSINESS  CARDS, 

OIROULARS, 

BILL  HBADS, 

LABBLS, 

POSTBRS.  &o. 

Printed  at  reaaonable  prices,  and  with 
promptness. 

CUSTOM  HOUSB  BLANKS, 

SHIPPING  RBOBIPTS, 

RAILWAY  RBOBIPTS, 

CHARTER  PARTY,  &o., 

Always  on  hand. 
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IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 
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Photographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


23  WIST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  MSM 

(716)172-4503 


Ii  MAu 


No.  69  Charlotte  St.,  opposite  King  Square, 


•  am* 


Thirty  years  ago  I  commaiMjed  the  Drag  business  on  my 
own  account,  in  a  small  shanty  adjoining  my  present  place  of 
business.  Thanks  to  my  numerous  customers  in  the  City  and 
throughout  the  Provinces  I  have  been  enabled  to  increase  my 
trade  so.  that  I  am  prepared  to  supply  them  with 


PERFUMERY,  SOAPS,  DYE  STUFFS, 

Druggists'  Sondries,  Brushes,  Combs,  Toilet  Articles, 


And  a  thousand  other  articles  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Having  given  my  strict  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
Soda  and  Mineral  Water  I  hope  to  satisfy  all  with  these  cooling, 
wholesome  and  delicious  beverages. 

In  CIGARS  I  keep  a  good  and  general  assortment  of  the 
very  best  Brands. 

My  Dispensing  Department  is  supplied  with  experienced 
young  men. 

I  claim  to  sell  goods  as  cheap  as  any  other  establishment 
in  the  City. 

I  keep  a  supply  of  Postage  and  Bill  Stamps  on  hand  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public. 

Nothing  will  be  spared  on  my  part  to  make  my  establish- 
ment profitable  to  those  who  require  any  article  in  my  line  of 
business.  , 


^isafi 


"juare, 


\ 


58  on  my 

place  of 

City  and 

rease  my 


ss. 


tion. 

icture  of 
cooling, 

it  of  the 

arienced 

lishment 

d  for  the 

stablish- 
y  line  of 


m- 


